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LETTER XXXIV. 

Slownefs of mules. Tago and Dom Manuelo. 
Adefart. Eftallages alias Stables. Fe- 
male coynefs. The conquering barber. 

• Fools and thieves. 

VientsLfnueyaSy Sept. iS, 1760. 

GO late to bed and rife early, and a 
ftraw-bag will prove as comfortable 
as any matrafs. I have flept five hours on 
that ftraw-bag ; and as to the vermin of 
Aldeagallego they only put one in mind of 
the PafquiUmakers at Rome, or the 
Monthly and Critical Reviewers of Eng- 
land, who would do mifchief if they had 
power. 

It was near' fevcn this morning when I 
ftepped into a chaife drawn by a ftout pair 
of black mules. The Calejfeiros were 

Vol. II. B obliged 
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obliged to fliackle that of the fliafts, bc- 
caufe he is a new mule-, that is, a mule 
who never was between the (hafts. The 
moment they let him loofe he ran as if 
his intention had been to perform in a 
day the tafk of a fortnight. Yet mules arc 
like other people. They will begin an 
undertaking with a great ihow of vehe- 
hemence: but their ardour foon abates 

_ « 

and languor enfues. The mule foon ceaf- 
ed galopping; fo that Batifte in the other 
chaife, and a Dominican Friar in a third, 
foon overtook me, and the three vehicles 
flowly following each other, in about fix 
hours time brought us to a place called 
Feagones. 

But before I go a Aep further I mud 
bring you acquainted with my good 
friends the Calejfeiros. One of them is a 
Portuguefe named Dom Manuelo^ the 
other a Galician plainly called Tago^ with- 
out any Dom or Don. Which is the 
.greater rogue I canhot as yet determine. 
A ihop-lifter was oncehang'd in England 

2 whofd 
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whdfe phiz bore fome refemblance to that 
of iago, and I remember a fellow in the 
gallies at Vittafranca who had juft fuch a 
crooked riofe as Dom Manuelo. They 
may be very good men, faid Kelly when 
he faw them firft, but beware of Gdlejfei'^ 
ros. 

As there are neither poft-chaifes nor 
ftagc-coaches between the capital of Por-^ 
tugal and that of Spain, thofe who do not 
chufe to go on mule-back or a-foot from 
•cither town to the other, hire fuc^i voi- 
tures as ours, which are pretty well hung 
and tolerably neat ; but fo leifurely drawn. 
on by the mules, that a man lately ufed to 
the poft-chtifes and flying-machines of 
England, has time enough to exert his 
patience. 

Dtjring the two firft miles I faw the 
land all covered with vines on each fide 
of the road. Then the fcene changed, 
though not for the better, and a country 
begun which called back to my memory 
" ^hc defcription given by Lucan of Cato'% 
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journey to Utica through the* /ands of 
Africa. To fay the truth, I did not fee 
as I went on any ajp, cenchrisf hemorrqid, 
chelyder, or any other fcrpent : but in ajl 
other refpeds Lucans verfes might do as 
well for the country I crdfTed to-day. A 
heavy, deep, and wide-ftretched fandy 
..plain, thinly fcattered with low bu0ies^ 
and here and there a.fmall thkket of fir- 
4rees. . 

A little after twelve we reached the 
above-named ^j//j^^ of Peagones, fifteen 
miles from jildeagallega. It is with great 
reafon the Portuguefe call their inns 
EJiallages'^ that is. Stables. There is room 
enough in them for mules, affes, and 
other quadrupeds: ^but there;is no roorn 
at all for the reception of fuch bipeds as. L 
. ; They fay that Peagpnes ^was formerly 
a confidcrabJetown, norhav^ I atiy.dif- 
^culty tox believe it.- But tinjfe; rfin;a>y'ay 
ip;?g ago ; with that town J aQ^rJogether 
with ite. name has left but two buildings 

* • " / 

behind .• which two buildings cannot 

pro- 
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properly he called hou/es, as they do not 
refemble any thiiig thisitgoes by that name 
in other countries, having fcarcely any^ 
roof or ciclings left, but brick- walls full 
of fuch large holes, that kites ahdvul-^ 
tures riiight eafily pafs through. ^ 

• At that where wc flopped, a kind ofi 
landlady offered us a mcfs of chick-peas ' 
and fome falt-fifli by way of dinner. The' 
chick-peas feemed feafoned with rank oil, 
aad I think that the fifli has bceu falted^ 
after it was rotten. What a fmell ! It 
would have poifoned the Trojan horie!' 

* * * r 

Yet Tago and Dommanuelo fell ravendufly ' 
upon both diflies, while Batifte, the friar, 
and I, niade ihift with madam Kelly ^ 
proyifiohs. Nor did we want a defer t, as, 
while I was running away with the new 
mnky my two mefs-mates had flopped at 
the vine-yards, and filled a bafket with 
excellent grapes. 

At Peagones we refled full two hours V 
then paced it again for twelve or thirteen 
miles more (ftill through th^ fandy clefart 
^ ■• B3 like 
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like fo many Cato^) and c^mc to thU 
Vientafnuevas where we are to pafs the 
night. 

During the whole afternoon we met 
with no living creature^ except a fmall 
flight of birds J half a dozen iheep^ with a. 
goat^ and two men following three 
wretched afles heavily loaded. As to ri- 
vers, ponds, fprings, or any other fort of 
water, none is to be feen from Aldeagalleg^ 
here, look which way you wilL Pleafant 
travelling ! An incefTant mournful fing- 
ing of the Calejfeiros^ accompanied by jthe 
inceflant tinckling pf the mules' bellsj to* 
gether with an inceffant fun hotly rever- 
berating from the inceflant fand through 
an inceflant folitude! But what encreafes 
the delight of fuch a journey are thofc 
c\i2smiTigEftallages where you fl:op to bait 
at noon and to fleep at night. 

How long I am to enjoy thefe manifold 
bleflings I cannot precifely tell, as I never 
crofled this country before. But this I 
Jtnow, that I have weakly yielded to a 

foolifh 
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feolifh fpirit of curiofity when I came to 
vifit the Portuguefe kingdom. However, 
lot us go on without lofing our temper. 
A man needs but have patience, and time 
will put an end to any diftrefs. Soon or . 
late we fhall make a fire of the ftraw-bag, 
and the hour will come when my journey 
through the province of Allemtejo will be 
a good ftory to tell. If I fret now, I 
fliall then blame myfelf for having fretted. 
Juft by this wretched village of Vien^ 
tqfnuevas, there is a royal country-houfe 
that was built, they fay, by PMip III, 
King of Spain, when Portugal belonged to 
his crown. It is one of the longeft edifices 
that ever I faw, but has nothing remark- 
able befides that great length. The back- 
windows command an extenfive profpeft 
over naked flones and fandy plains. The 
King of Portugal never comes, here, as he 
has other country-houfes much better 
built and fituated. The Dominican Friar 
tells me, that about twenty leagues fur- 
ther his Majefty has another rural man- 

B 4 fion 
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fion called Villa Vizafa very well worth a 
vifit ; but to go and fee it, would force mc 
to flay a day more in Portugal, which I 
am loath to do. Of my journey through 
this difmal region, though it is but be- 
gun, I am already quite fick. 

At the feveral Eftallages where I have 
alighted; that is, at Caieza, Mafra, Cin^ 
tra, Peagones^ and here, you cannot con- 
ceive how I was teazed by begging wo- 
men. There arc always fome that come 
about you with a iimpering look ; hope 
you have had a good day's journey ; wifh 
you may live a thoufand years ; then afk 
you fomething to buy themfelves Alfileres^ 
that is. Pins. Comply with the firft de- 
mand, and they have a fecond ready, 
Pleafe Vojfa Senhoria or Vojfa Mejfi to give 
me fomething for a little babe I have at 
home. Well : here is for the little babe* 
But pray, good fir, give me fomething for 
my dear mother, for my younger fifter, 
for my coufin, for my niece. There is 
up. end of their languid coquetry and of 

their 
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their demandsj efpecially if the wenche$ 
happen to be fomc what young and fightly. 
At Peagones one of them came in while 
I was at dinner, and firft begged for fomc 
pin-money as ufual ; then for a loaf of 
bread ; then for a bit of the pafty ; then 
for the wing of a fowl ; then for a llicc of 
cheefc ; then for a bunch of grapes. Hav- 
ing complied with each demand, fhe fat 
down by me on the floor and ate heartily : 
then returned to the attack and fmiled 
prettily again, and afked for fome more 
money* Well : take this, fweet Senhora. 
Have you enough now ? Oh Senhor^ Vojfa 
Mejfihe tarn querido fSir^ you arefo gentle J 
that I hope you will give me that little 
trunk to put my things in. Matchlefs 
impudence ! A new trunk covered with 
Ruflia- leather' But give me this fan^ 
The weather, fir, is fo intolerably hot! 
For this reafon I muft keep it : but come 
next winter, fweet miftrefs, and you (hall 
have it. I verily believe, had I given her 

an 
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an eye^ that (he would have ^ed for the 
other. 

Take this as a fpecimen of female Por- 
iuguefe coynefs. As for the EJiallageirosp 
Calejfeirosy and* in general all men of low 
condition, they will fpcak to you unco- 
vered J but always with a familiar fmJle 
on their faces, nor do they appear at all 
bafliful or timid. In Ltfbon I fent once 
for a barber. The fellow came with a 
handfome fimper on his plump cheeks. 
Sir, I give you joy of your fafe arrival in 
Portugal, faid he, while placing the nap- 
kin under my chin. Then afked leave to 
take a pinch of fnufF out of my box. 
While he was (having he informed me of 
many things of which he fuppofed me ig- 
norant, as, that in Portugal the weather is 
very hot ; that there are figs and grapes in 
abundance; that there is like wife plenty of 
fi(h becaufe the fea is near. His razors, he 
faid, he always got from Barcelona^ be- 
caufe in Portugal they make none good. 

He 
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fie ftopp*d when the right fide of my face 
was done^ andafked me what opinion Ihad 
of his countrymen j and upon my anfwer- 
ing that as yet I knew them not, being 
but juft come, he feizedthat opportunity 
to inform me that os Portuguezes fam mu- 
ilto valerozos^ and, fiourifhing with his 
Barcelona- weapon, added with a lofty tone 
that the Spaniards tremble at the name of 
the Portuguefe, and that one Portuguefe 
is fufEcient to put to flight half a dozen 
Spaniards : nor was I fully fliaved before 
he had quite conquered both the Gajiiles. 
Of fuch rodomonts I am told that Por- 
tugal has even a larger number than of 
idlers, which is faying a great deaL 

Neighbouring nations have in general 
a ftrong .antipathy to each other: but 
that of the Portuguefe to the Spaniards 
(I fpeak of the Portuguefe rabble) is car- 
ried to fuch a degree that borders upon 
madnefs. The reafon is obvious. What 
chance the Portuguefe have of contjucring 
Spain is next to nothing; and people will 

alwi 
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always hate thofc who muft (bmetimcs 
be fought againft without any hopes of 
final vidtory. On the contrary were the 
Spaniards to be left unmolcfted by the 
other European powers, Portugal would 
ibon be theirs if they had a rtiiridj and 
for this reafon I fuppofe they defpife the 
Portuguefe fo much, as proverbially to 
fay of them that they zvt few andfooltjh, 
Portuguefes pocos y locos. How far this 
Caftilian faying is juft, letthofe determine 
who know the Portuguefe better than I. 

If I am to believe Tago, there arc 
thieves i enough in this countiyi* As I 
was getting this morning into my *^chaifc' 
lafkcd Kim why he had no ftep. to let 
downi that I plight mount with lefs trou- 
ble. En efla tkrrafuran todo, anfwered 
Tago^, that is, in this ceuntry, feoplejieal 
every thing i and fo they had broken and 
ftolcn the ftep of his chaife. Avis au Lee- 
teur, faid I to my fclf. Hark ye, Batifte : 
mind what Tagof^ys, and take particulif 

carq 
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carcrof ;our1th.iags, [at leaft until wc are 
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o^t X^i-jejiatierra. ^ 
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LETTER XXXV. 



,An\ adventure in a wildernefs. Names of 
. \ great towns. tJfekJfnefs of lye s^ An 
• hbncji. curate. "■ \Bhckrfaddie ftuft to in-t 
i)itejleep. 

Arrayolos, Sept. i^t lyS^* 

I BELIEVE that of Portugal fevcral 
parts are very fine : but amongft them, 
we: muft nojt reckon, any of the forty 
miles I have croffed yefterday and to-day> 
which -are little. lefs than a continued 
wildernefs. 

In this wildernefs, however, I have 
met this morning with as pretty a love- 
adventure as. any in Amadis de Gaula^ or 
^he ProweJfesofSplandianOy and was with- 

in . an . inch of having a battle with two 

•». . • ' 

.knights' for tlie* fake of a lady, 
\ I had icarceLy . r jifed my weary Umbs 
tiiis .rni^rning from my ftraw-bagj when 

,1 ^ dvc^ 
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a dirty woman (call her a fair lady fof 
romance-fake) entered my room without 
any previous meffage or embafly. I pre- 
fently knew her for that fame wench who 
lafl night had gotten fome pieces of mo- 
ney out of me by dint of importuaitjr i 
that is^ one piece for berfclf^ one for her 
little girl, another for her little boy, 
and ftill another for another little boy 
or girl. 

On feeing her again, I prefcntly gaeflt. 
ed at her ^rand, and railing my voi^e 
haftily and pcevifhly, Teneos^ faid I, ctros 
muchachos y muchachas^ car a de put a? 
That is. Have you got ofiy more boys and 
girls J youfrontlefs hujfy ? 

I wifh I had never uttered the cara de 
puta ; becaufe the wench (the fair lady^^ 
I mean) ungratefully forgetting my re* 
peated kindnefs of laft night, and hating 
perhaps to hear truth as well as her bet-» 
ters, broke out into fuch a terrible voci-» 
feration, that her cries brought direftly 
up/lairs two barefooted, rafcab, (for ro- 
mance- 
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mancc-fake we will call them knights) 
who, hearing from her I had called her 
cava de puta^ looked fo flernly at me, 
and opened their difcourfc with fuch a 
tone of voice, that I thought it neceflary 
to draw a fhort piftol, out of my pocket 
fuxd cock it. 

So ujiexpedted a reception, and the few 
fweet words I uttered with a tone full as 
high as theirs, filled the two heros with 
fuch a panick, that they fprung out of 
the room, and tumbled on each other 
down ftairs along with the woman, Ba- 
tifte was with me in lefs than a moment, 
and brandiihing his Ihining hanger, gave 
me an opportunity of rufliing down, not 
to follow the two men, but to leap into 
my chaife ; and before they or the hero- 
ine had time to recover from their fudden 
terror, the mules had trotted half a league 
from Vientqfnueva^ : and this was the 
glorious end of that frightful encounter. 

We dined at a town called Montemdr^ 
where the Dominican Friar left us to go 

another 
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another way. We parted very great 
friends, as he had been pleafed with the 
fhare he had had of our £ngli{h viftuals, 
and I much obliged to him for his flay- 
ing a while behind at Vitntafnuevas to 
quiet the woman, and hinder the bravos 
from following my chaife. We came to 
pafs the night here at Arrayohs. What 
fine polifyllabical names in this Portugal ! 
Arrayolosy Peagonesy Vientafnuevas^ Al^ 
deagallega! One would think they arc 
names of great capitals. 

At this Arrayolos we found fo perfidi- 
ous an EJiallagCy that I looked quite dif- 
mayed. I fent Batifte to try if he could 
induce the ,fuperiour of a neighbouring 
convent to give us a lodging for this 
night, offering a fair number of maffes 
for the poor fouls in purgatory. But the 
pitilefs friar did not chufe to have an He- 
retick under his roof. Foolifli Batifle, 
to give me importance, had told him that 
' I was an Englifh Fidalgo ; and the impor- 
tance which I got by his lye, was the 
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appellation of Hereiick. Never did I m 
anybody profper by petty lyes. Yet fer- 
varits and the ignorant rabble never v^ill 
be perfbaded of their ufcleffnefs. I fent 
likewife to the curate^ who, fair froni 
proving fo hard-hearted as the Friar, put 
hiaifelf* to the inconvenience of cdming 
to me through the rain that fell copioufly, 
only tp affure me that he abfolutely had 
no fpare-room. Not fatisfied with &i 
pretty in adl of politenefs^ he went to 
fhow Batifte another Bjlallage that had a 
floor arid a roof> arid thither I had my 
things prefently carried after a ftiort but 
warm altercation with the firft Ejlalla- 
geirOf who thought it a great affront that 
I fhould leave his houfe for that of another 
in order to avoid fleeping under a cieling 
that admitted the rain. Did he not fleep 
there himfelf with his wife and children ? 
Surely we are as good Chriftians as any 
EJirarigeifo I 

After fupper 1 fell a- writing, arid thuif 
I divert every night that ill humour wKlclv 

Vox. 11. C ^\>cisix- 
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otherwife might mafcc mc mad on re- 
flcfting what aa error I committed when 
I refolved to come and vifit thefc difmal 
Arrayohs and Montemdrs^ thefe PeagSnes 
and Aldeagalligas! 

From Vienfafnuevas hither the country 
is not fo flat as from Aldeagallega to Vien-* 
tajhuevas. At fome diflance from the 
road on either fide, there are fome fmall 
hills with a few trees. All thehoufesin 
Montemor are painted white, which makes 
. that town look very neat : but by what 
I could fee as I flrolled about it while 
dinner was making ready, there is not an 
inhabitant there that has an opulent look. 

The earthquake has not done any great 
damage to Montemor \ and no wonder, 
as the town is built after the Chinefe man- 
ner. ^' I mean that the beft part of its ha- 
bitatioHs have but the ground- floor. 
This Arrayohs I could not vifit becaufe 
of the rain. If I do to-morrow, I ihaH 
tfU it at night. 

APosT- 
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A Postscript, at four o'clock in tM 
morning i Sept. 20^ 1760. 
I thought' iiiyfelf very lilcky kft night 
when by means of the honefl: curate I got 
inteUigence of this EJiallagei arid mf 
comfort was great when, entering thisr 
room, I faw in a corner a heap of matraf- 
fes that had a tdlerably clean appeatance. 
Batifte^ faid I, do not fill the ftraw-bag 
to-^ntghti but form me a bed out df half' 
a dozen of thefe matrafies. Take notice^ 
faid^he^ that e^ch matrafs here is confix 
dered as a cama or bed^ and you fhall pay 
for as many camas as you make ufo of. 
No matter for that, faid I : it is an odd 
cuflpm this; but ftill, do as I bid youi 
and when the time came of lying down t 
undrefled with as much hurry as Ruggiero 
when he alighted from the Hippogryf!* 
with the fair ^een dfCatajo. But alas! 
The nvatraffas which in othir countries 
are filled with wool, here are filled with 
a. kind of p^ck-faddle-ftulF as hard as 
£lanei» Such penitentiil co^^^^ ^^ 
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Anchoret ever had ki the dcfarts of 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

No hotaniji. Mafquerades and their vari^ 
ous wit. PiSlures drawn with the pen. 
Pretty dancing. A proclamation. 

Eftremor, Sept. lo, at night, 1760* 

TH E robber*s wife does not always 
laugh, fays the proverb, nor does 
he always cry who travels through Por- 
tugal I have to-night fomething plea- 
fant to tell after fo much pain endured. 
But, that I may proceed methodically, I 
muft begin my ftory from my fetting out 
this morning. 

As I croffed Arrayolos I faw an old 
caflle on an eminence, the battlements 
of which are all broken. 

The hills that furround Arrayolos^ look 
very well at a diftaijce. As far as Vienta 
do Duque you fee ipany green-oaks fcat- 
tered here and there^ ^ndeven fome olive- 



I 21 ] 

trees in the lower parts, of thofe Kills. 
At ten we reached that Vienta do Duque. 
Vienta in Portuguefe (as Venta in Spa- 
nifli) means an habitation that fiands alone 
in the midji of the country for the reception 
of travellers. To that called Do Duque I 
have a notion that famine and wretched- 
nefs repair very often. Why fuch a lodg- 
ment is dignified by the appellation of 

the Duke's I cannot guefs. Perhaps it 

» ^^ 

was the lurking place of Duke Gano^ the 
. famous traitor in Charlemaines days (ac- 
cording to Fulci^ Boiardo, and Ariojlo) 
that ufed to fide with the Kings of Spain 
and. Portugal, who were then Mahomet*- 
ans, againft his lawful fovereign who 
was a Chriftian, 

To that Fienta we alighted to eat fome 
of our provifions, which (as it is cufto- 
mary in this country) we then paid to the 
Venteiro as if they had been'his. After 
dinner, without waiting iov tht CaJeJfeiro^ 
who had not done gnawing the bones of 
% J^an rabbit, I went onwards a-fpot* aod^ 

C3 V^.^ 
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had' flpwly walked two leagues before th^ 
fnules could overtake me. The fun pro- 
ved very hot, and would have burnt me 
^livej, but for a foft breeze that tempered 
his ardoun Going through byrpaths I 
took notice of feveral plants which a& far 
as I can remember do not grow in Eng- 
landy nor perhaps in Italy. However I 
fun not poiitive. AmongfL others, a finally- 
leaved fort of rofemacy in great quaritirieSji 
that has a nqoft pleafing fn^ell,, ind a 
ftinking kind of herb which feels ts vift-. 
cous as a rag dipped in tar. What a pity 
not to be a botanift when, a riiat^ travels 
a- foot! Signor Allione of Turin and doc- 
tor Marfili of Padua, were they apprifed 
pf my journey, would envy me thef good 
luck of wandering about the defart in the 
neighbourhood of Vienta do Duque. In 
England 1 ufed once to walk about Chelfea 
garden with Doftor Marfili^ arid oftem 
afked him the name of this and that plant^^ 
but forgot them as foonas heard, having 
unluckily miffed in my younger days to 

habir 
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llabituite toy mind to this fort of rec6llec-» 
tion: fo that I cannot now regifter here 
thcnime of thevifcous andftihking plant, 
which I was afterwards told is ufed' by 
tannersinftead of bark. 

From the height of each hill that I 
mounted fucceffively, I could imperfedtly 
fee fomethirig on another diftam: height 
that appjeared like a range of buildings, 
I look'd and look'd as I advanced, and 
at laft knew it to be a fortified town.^ ' 
To him whb goes for three live-long days 
through fuch a wild region as this, fees 
nothing but fuch places as Peagones ot 
Vientado Duque^ and meets with no body 
but two or three affcs, goats, and fpar- 
rows, you cannot conceive how the fight 
of a toWn proves rejoicing. 

About four we were at the gate of 
Eftrem:0r (fuch is the name of tihe fortified 
town) where a little officer coming 
boldly lip to the chaife-^fidc, afked m<? 
with a peremptory tone of voice O Pajfa-^ 
torte: and it was lucky the Britifh Am^ 



baifador bad been fo gpod as to procure 
ine one from Dom Luis da Cunha, other-r 
ivifc the lit.tlp fellow would have taken 
IPC to a jail. You cannot even go from 
Lifbon to one of the neighbouring coun- 
tr)>houfes but by a paflpprt from xWx fe- 
pretary of ftate without incurring the 
danger pf being imprifoned. Todas as 
pejfoas que quizerem fahir da corte e cidade 
de Lijboa, fcrdln obrigadas a tirar paffa^ 
portes, fays an edidl publifhed here on the 
19th of laft Auguft; that is, •* every per- 
^^Joli going out of this town, Jhall be obliged 
^^ Jo provide fdmfelf with apajjport.'* Such 
is the jealoufly of this government, and 
fuch is the confcqui^nce of wicked Aveirds 
treacherous attempt. 

On entering;, this town of Eftremdr I 
faw feveral hundred mafks, a group of 
which furrounded my chaife hallooing, 
^oaring, and playing anticksi Many 
things they fpoke with a fqueaking voice 
that I did not underftand, but fuppofe 
they were witty. ' The noife drew the 

- women 
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wortiefl to their windows, and I was 
pleafed to fee them laugh rip lefs thanthc: 
men in the ftreets. I look'd at theni 
through my glafs, and they did not feem 
to take oflFenoe at .my way of looking. 
Our Italian ladies are in the wrong when 
they angrily . clap, their fans before, their 
faces if look'd- at through a glafs, as if 
the beholder was a bafiliik. I( is not my 
fault if I am neat-iight^d, andldoopt 
fee why I am more to be deprived of the 
blefllng of looking at the fair than thofo 
who have good eyes. ' 

The women at their window^ and the 
mafks in the flreets, all laughed their full, 
and I with them for company. At the 
EJialidge I was taken np ftairs into a room, 
the floor of which was fo cracked, that I 
could fee the folks below through feveral 
chinks, and its windO'WS had ihutters as 
ufual, inftead of glafs. I look'd down in ^ 
the fquare before the Efialldge^ and there 
were mafks in abundance. One was 
dreifed like ^ bear, and one like a monkey^ 
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Ottt wore horns on his head, aifd one had 
9 jtail hangmg behind. One had tied his 
cloak round his waift petticoat- wife, and 
due wore Aockings of different colours. 
Some bad the Oolilla after the Spanifh 
H^atoAef, fbme large breeches after the 
Swi^s. Some (hook the caAanets, and 
fyxitlt i^yed on the guittar. Several 
ftoo^td down in a row that others might 
jiiiftp over them, and feveral rsln rouiid 
iheUjfiitei throwing their hands and legs 
About tike madmeil. Two of thi^m catxie 
under my window andraiied up their long 
Kicks, Oh which they had fattened wooden 
plarro^^- Shaped and it}*painted: then 
laugR(hg ttt'ori in\moderately, cried to mo 
MmfSj Monp. What their parrots or 
Aeir cries meanr, I cannot tell, hut thinS; 
that this is one of their witty ways ta 
turn the French into ridicule, and" they 
probably miftook me for a Frenchman, 
Many fliowed their humour by pulling off 
their hats- to me and bowing to the ground 
with a mock refpecSt. In fin^e they made 

them- 
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thtmfeft^s tety merry ^t the expincd Ai 
EJlrangeiro. 

Batifte returiied witli tity pfalTpprt froni 

• • • 

fhe governor, to whom he Was dfdeycd 
at the towr?-ga«e to go vft'ith it. A fciiid 

pf gcfrtleili^ came with hiih (ferit by ^^ 

• « • ■ 

Eyicelkncy) who was to tak^ down the 

iM^rks ih*£ii difHnguifl^ ihy figure frido^ 

* • ■■ 

thofe of riiy ftllow-creatufcs. That ge*^ 
tlenaan fit himfeJf down ai j^ teble, plilkd 
ft bit 0f pa^er' and iw inffe4iorn out of his 
pocket » an4' bidding iiie tb ftand up be^ 
fore him; leofccfd aft me (evjJral times. I 
fuppofe that he regiftered down the moft 
remarkable parts of my pcrfon, noted 
the plainness of my face, the colour of 
my hair, the fize of niy nbfe, the fmall- 
liefs of my eyes, the height of my body*, 
and other fuch things. The fanle cere- 
mony he performed with Batiftfej thei^ 

» 

marthed off with mucB compofufe afiiet 
having dapped in my hand a permiflioa 
for U8 to'gQ out of Efitein6r to-morfow. 
None of this petty policy in England; 
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iu)d yet it is a pretty well-governed king* 
dom. 

, To fuch methods every foreigner mud 
fubmit* There is a rigid law^ publi(hed 
)n Li{bon on the 26th of laft June^ which 
orders every mailer or captain of (hip not 
to land any body on Porluguefe ground 
without giving previous information to a 
magiftrate newly created (called O Inten-- 

m 

dente geral da poiicia da corte e do reinoj 
of the quality and profeilion of the pcopl« 
whom he is to land. Should. h)s Qeglec^ 
to give itji he would be liable to have hi« 
ihip confifcated and himfelf fubje(5t to 
fuch punifhrne^t as that Intendantgene* 
ral thought f fit. Captain Bawn landed 
me without. conforming to that {aw^ and 
no body gave him or me any trouble^ 
poffibly bec^ufc Englifli packets go under 
^he denomination of fhips of war, and 
their captains are confidered a^ exempt 
from the laws of other countries. Hqw-^ 
ever, had I been apprifed of that law, I 
^puld certainly have gone to acquaint 
; • that 
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that Senhor Intendente geral of my arrival^ 
in order to avert all pofHble moleftation* 
Strangers who enter this kingdom by 
land^ are by that law fubjedifced likewife 
to many troublefome formalities. But 
this government, like all others, has jt 
right toenadtwhat laws are thought pro* 
per, and it is a traveller's bufinefs to obey 
them rather than find fault with them. 

When the gentleman was gone that 
had painted me with his pen, I put my- 
felf in fome order and went about to fee 
the town. Its houfes are all fmall and 
low, and all white- wafhed like thofe of 
Montemdr. I met with mafks at every 
ftep, and none would let me go by with* 
out a mock-bow. A number of them 
ilopp'd in a ftreet where fome ladies fat 
in a balcony, and there they began a 
dance. A young fellow amongft theoi 
fingularly attracted my bitten tion, and 
indeed that of the whole company with 
his nimble capers and graceful motions. 
I have already fcen the Pprtuguefe A^s^s» 
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in Lifiottf and to give them their 
due» no nation (of thofe that I have 
ieen at leaft) has any dance performed by 
two perfons, fa exhilarating as their Fan^ 
dango. The Trefcone of the Tufcans, 
the Fi^r//i»tf of the Venetians, the Corrente 
of the Monferrines, and the Minuet or 
the jiimahle of the French, are flat per- 
formances in comparifon of that gallant 
one which I faw executed before that bal- 
cony by that young man and a boy drefled 
in woman's cloaths. But dances cannot 
be dcfcribed by words, nor can I convey 
to you any idea of the Fan JangOy hut by 
telling you that every limb was in ifuch a 
motion as might be called with propriety 
a regular and harmonious convuljion of the 
Hvbole body. I haye heard a French- 
mafler in Lijion blame it much, and fay 
it was no dance at all : but what dance 
will be approved by a Frenchman that is 
not a produdiion of his country ? He has 
no idea of gracefulnefs but what is prac- 
ti&d on the opera*ftage at Paris. 

TU 
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The inhabitants of this country as well 
as the Andalujians and the Granadans^ 
were famous for dancing fo far back as 
the times of the Romans, and their young 
women ufed then to go and dance at 
Rome and in other parts of the Roman 
empire, where they eafily captivated the 
hearts of confuls and proconfuls, as the . 
female dancers of France go now to. Italy, 
Germany, and England to enamour Sig^ 
narsy Minheersy and Mylords. Martial, 
mentions with fatyrical peeviflmefa the 
Betick and the Gaditan female-dancers ; 
and the eldeft ScaJiger, fomewhere in his 
poeticks, fays fomething of the dancing 
anciently ufed in the provinces that lie 
this way. You are lucky, my brothers, 
that I travel without a Martial and a 
Scaliger. Had I their books, I would not 
let this opportunity flip without mak- 
ing as great a wafte of erudition as our 
BartoJi the antiquarian does fo often. 

The dance bqing over and the mafkd 
dilperfed, I went to vifit the two princi- 

4 ^^ 



pal convents in the town, but faw no^ 
thing worth noting in either. Only froni 
fomfe Windows of the Auguftine there is a 
profpe6l over fbme hills pretty well orna- 
mented with trees, which one of the fri- 
ars called thejineji profpeSi in the world. 

A 1 was returning home I met with 
another mafquerade ; nor was it difficult 
to know it for a military one. The fol- 
diers of the garrifon had difguifed them* 
felves as well as they could with hind- 
kerchiefs, towels, and cloaks. Some of 
them had ornamented their hats with 
abundance of hen-feathers: Yet the men 
of war broke through the difguife. Their 
pipers and drummers made a horrid noife 
on their inftruments. 

As the whole mafquerade came to the 
fquare, one of them (a corporal or fer- 
jeant, as I thpught) commanded a halt and 
a filence : then read in a loud tone of voice 
a proclamation, which ordered the inha- 
bitants of Efir€m6r to mafk and be merry 
for a whole week in honour of the Frin^ 

cefs 
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iifs of Brafit ^kW^hoUt two rti6rttii'$ Sgd 
Was matrred: to he^ a'ftcle Doyfi Pedro. 

I cotffd not wdll cort^ehiiid the whole 
import of that ptotlamitidrt, ift Which 
the King, Queen, f^rmcdft, aiid Jbdrh P6^ 
dto were repeatecffy natmerf, along with 
the bieffed'^ady, St. Anthony, St. FrafA-- 
ci^^ the frfaf^, the nutns^, the peace and 
liherty of the kmgcfoni, the mafks afnd 
the dance*, with if know ft*dt whit. 

N%ht if ia?ft came on, arid If Went to & 
fplendid fupptff whieh Bitifte had pt 
reiady, to make hirtlfelf arliferids fof thcf* 
poor dinner we had made 4t th^ Vientd do 
Duque. 

I go now to (Ttretch my limbs on the 
ftraw-bag: but I have feen a joyful maf- 
querade, and am pleafed. I Wanted to- 
know why thefe rejoicings were delayed 
fo long after the marriage, but no body 
could tell me. 

After fome debate with myfelf I have 
at laft refolved to go to-morrow to Villa 
Vizofa. This will keep me a day lon^et 
Vol. II. D *^^ 
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in Portugal : but what fignifies an incon-* 
venicnce that will be over in a day ? It 
is therefore probable that my letter of 
to-morrow night will prove pretty long. 
Yet you are not to thank me for the 
length of my letters^ as I write rather to 
divert the difagreeable eifedt taft difagree-* 
able journey might produce on my fpi- 
rits^ than with ia view to prove inftruc-* 
tive or entertaining. It is to this necef-* 
fity that you will owe the knowledge of 
athoufand trifles and a thoufand remarks^ 
which I let flow from the pen^ though 
I am pretty feniible of their unimpor^ 
tance. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXVll. 

4ii ntilitary cujlom. Whijkets. A palace. 
No tYavellers expeSled. A hog-Jly^ 
Wine dancing and fine eyes. 

ElvaS) Se^t. ai* i766. ih the morning. 

VAIN have proved the efforts I 
•made to procure a copy of the pro* 
clamation that was read the other day at 
EJlremSry and you muft do without the 
tran{lation> which I intended to give you 
as a {pecimen of the Lufitahic eloquence^ 
had I been able to get it. I oiFefed a 
pretty piece of money to a poor foldier> 
on condition he cquld obtain it for me 
from his corporal. But nothing can be 
done when we have no time to fparc* 

Yefterday morning at five I was awak- 
ed by the drummers and pipers of that 
garrifon> who came to wifli me a good 
journey with a noify ftiarch on their in- 
fl:ruments ; that is^ to get a little drink^ 

D a xstfiw^^v 
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money : a cuftom introduced here by 
military poverty, which (hincs forth 
through the ragged coats of this wretched 
infantry. Indeed the poor fellows have 
nothing about them that may be called 
good, except their whifkers. If they 
were better drefled, fuch bu(hy and curl- 
ed fcarc-crows would have a fine effedt. 
It was once ufual for foldicrs in all coun- 
tries to wear that' virile ornament; and 
I know not why it has been left off, as a 
thick pair of whifkers gives a moft intre- 
pid air to the followers of Mars. 
. I am told that the troops kept up in 
this kingdom, amount to no ^)ore than 
eight thoufand ; and if the private men arq 
all like thofc whom I have feen at EJiremdr 
^nd Ltybon, there is nowhere in Europe ai> 
equal number that lookfo wretchedly {a). 

(a) I have been lately informed that the effe£ilvi 

troops in Portugal amount now to twenty thoufand; 

that they are all picked m^n^ all very well dr^ffedy and 

full as well difciplined as the PruJJians themf elves ^ 

The laji unexpe£fed war has forced the Portuguefe gO" 

■ 

Virnment to form and keep up fo confderahle an army. 

The 
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>Yh"fc ^realiefl: part of them ^re abfolutely 
'ill rag* and patches^ arid in Lijboh many 
of theih ifkcd my charify riot only in the 
A"r6etg> but even when they flood ccriti- 
riels J nor did their officers appear to any 
gf eiat advattlage when I faW theih on duty 
before the wooden edifice, (fee vol. L p. 
166.) tholigh they vifibly endeavoured t^ 
put on a ihartial look and fet their le^6 ift 
pofturfe« of defence. Astotheir^eneralsi it 
isfaid that notone/l^ has the leaft reptj- 

(i) In ajpirited reply given iy the King of'Portu* 
gal oH Apyii 5j 1762, to a memorial prefented by the 
Spanijh Afkhc^dorsi there are the following words. 

** Foi pretiiamente rieceflario prezervar fiia mi- 
*^ gfeftade fideliffima o feu rfe^l decoro contra 6s 
■*< clamorcs dbs feus vaffalltfi, fe contra as criticas 
:" queedi toda a Europa redundavstm, at^enchereni 
<< as mefmas lK>vas publicas ; fabenclo tddo 6 thuhdd 
<* que eth Pbrtugal nao hdpia generaes nem officiaes 
*• que tlvejfifn ixpirieHcia das cdmpdhhas^ mandoii 
** convidar pir» a feu fefvi^ 6 Lord Tyravirli; 
** affim cbma fe praticou ferinprc nefte reirio, t ti 
** pT2Lticbii Sgdra a i-efpeito de outros difffer^rities of- 
<« ficiaes, nao (a Ingle^s, mas dc tod^^ ad dxitrii 
^< na^oens da Europa, para difcipliharem ai tro^al 
♦* Portuguezas, 

D3 In 
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tation for military ikill. But we amft^ 
not wonder at the great negleA of t|u$ 
government with regard ta the army. 
This country is fa fituated, a» to be al- 
moft quite out of danger of any war, if 
they keep but fair with Spain ; and Spain 
is pofTefTed of too many dominions tp 
think much of this. The Portuguefe 
navy» they fay, is in much better ordeii, 
having failors in good plight and conv- 
xpanders of great capacity. 

In EngUjh thus. ^^ It was incumbent 09 his. moft 
faithful Majeily to take ca^e of his own honou^r 
againft the clamour of his fuhjeds acid the ceiv- 
fures of all Europe, which were even conveyed 
to the public G^^ettes. It ijs notorious to the 
whoie wojld that in Portugal thiore are mither 
Generalf nor Oncers of ixperience. Therefore the 
King invited Lot^d Tyratpli (thus is this name 
fpeJi) to his fervice, and the fame has been done 
with regard to other o^icqrs who are npt all 
Englifli, but of other nations of Europe ; and it 
has always been the cuftom in this kingdom fo 
to do whenever it was thought proper." This 
Hginuous confiffion does grsat honour to the Portuguefe 
minijiry^ in my bumbie opiniotf*. 

I we^^t 
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I went yeftcrday morning to Villa Vi^ 
%ofay which is not far from Eftremor, and 
fent from the Efiallage a meffagc to the 
Bceriffey begging the favour to have the 
palace flbewn me. Scerijfe they call the 
gentleman, to whofe care that palace is 
entrufted; and a very polite gentleman tie 
U. ¥^t fent a maji to me with the keys, 
and met me at the gate. 

My vifit did not laft long, becaufe there 
)s bijt Jj^ttje to be feen. In a great hall 
there are portraits ^of Kings and Queens,, 
Some cardinal virtues are painted in the 
i:iclin|; of one room, and Hercules fight- 
ing the lion in another. Indifferent per- 
formances, this laft efpecially. There 15 
pothing furprifing in the difpofition of 
the apartments within* «o more than in 
the architedure without, which at the 
firft glance looks Gothick, though not io 
at the fecond, being a bad Tufcan or 
Jfonick^ I have already forgot which. The 
furniture is rather njean than olcj, aad 
iJiere are ^ hundred houfes at Genoa vsv- 
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comparably bet ten However wc muft 
pot confider it as a royal villa. It w;^s 
not built by any King, but by an ancient 
ciqkc of J^rqganza^ from whom his pre- 
fent Majefty is defcendedj and during 
the tinic th^t Portugal was only a pro- 
vince of the vaft Spaniih monarchy under 
the fqpcefljve rpigns pf three Philips, 
Villa Vizofa was one of thf country- feats 
pf the Braganza family. No perfon of 
the royal fanpily ever goes thqre, except 
fometinnies Dom Pe4ro for a fevy days,, 
and on fuch occafioqs he does not lodge 
in the palace, but in ^ fmall hoqfe ad- 
joining, \yhich I am told is elegantly fit- 
ted up. The n^oft i:€piarfe;able thing I 
law there, are fome old lanips andean- 
dlefticks, in what they call the Royal- 
Chapel, which are of pyre filver and hea- 
vy enough. Before Dom Pedro's houfe 
there is a fmall and negledted parterre^ 
and behind $he palace a large kitchen-* 
garden very well flocked with fruit and 
|egunics. The village adjoioing is like- 

vvrife 
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wife indifferent, and on a neighbouring 
hill there is a citadel whofe walls arc 
tumbling down into the ditcher like thojfe 
of EJiremor. Many Roman coins, in- 
fcriptions, and other antiquities, have 
been found in this place. In fhort, the 
Sciriffe is the beft thing there, and I am 
much obliged to him for his urbanity. 
He was fd good as to give me leave to 
crofs the park with the chaifes to (horten 
the way. That park runs round feveral 
miles, but looks, more like a wildernefs 
thfin a park. There are fomc few deer 
in it, which Vago and Dam Manuelo took 
great delight in frightening with their vo* 
piferations and claps of their whips. 

Having got out of the park we cam© 
(up and down many rugged and pathleft 
hills) to this town of Ehas, or Tehas, 
and reached it late at night. About a 
league from it an aquedufl begins, which 
made m^ almoft forget that magnificent 
one over the valley of Alcantara. What 
I faw of it appeared very grand, and had 
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it not been too late I would have flopped 

and taken more notice of it. They fay 

it is a Moorip work. If it is true, it does 
them much honour. 

EfvMSy like Bfiremor^ flands on an emi-^ 
nence. It is fortified after the modern 
faihion; but the fortifications are going 
to ruins. Happy Portuguefc ^hat want 
neither fortreffes nor foldicrs \ 

Out of the gate at which we entered, 
there was a great concourfc of people. I 
diked the reafon of it, and was informed 
diat a fair is this week kept there for 
borfes and black-cattle. On both fides of 
the road there were many, cloaths fpread 
by way of tents, and the ropes which 
lupportcd them, crofled the road in fucl^ 
% manner, that we had not a little to dp 
to pafs under them with the chaifes. 
The merchants who had ercfted thofe 
temporary convcniencies, expedled not 
that any carriage would come that way, 
as it is but very feldom that they fee a 
traveller going by, either towards iWi/</W^ 

or 
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or towards Lijbon ; therefore they had 
made no fcruple to emb^rrafs the road. 

On feeing fo many people my heait 
mifgave me» as it occurred immediately 
that no room fhould I be able to get ^t 
the EJiaUage: nor did my conjecture 
prove wrong, which puzzled me the more 
as it began to rain very hard. However 
plucking up a courage and trufting to the 
laced-coat I had put on tp vifit with de- 
cency th(? palace at Villa Vizafa, and 
taking it for granted that the Eftallageird 
would be better pleafed to give a roomi 
to a laced (IrangQr than to fome bare<- 
fpoted native^ I had him called at bis 
gate as I alighted^ and muft^ring up a^ 
the Portuguqfe I poffibly CQuld> repre- 
fen ted to Sua Meffe in a very ferious and 
pathetic tone of VQice^ that SuaMeffd 
could not refufe me a room in Sua Meff?9 
houfe> if SuaMeJfi would but coniider 
that I had an ample paflport (I puU'd it 
Out) from his moil faithful Majefty; 
fubjoi^ing th?it I hoped Sua MeJfehzA. too 
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much good {enfe to oblige me to gd and 
carry any complaint againft Sua Meffi to 
the governor, who I was fure would com- 
pel Sua Me0 to be hofpitable to a foreign 
Fidalgo. 

This nonftnfe, delivered with a flow 
monotonous (bund of voice, procured mb 
many advocates with the EJiallageir^, as 
perfe<S a tatterdemalion as ever- was Cttn ; 
and a dealer in cows who ftood by, had 
fagacity enough to find, that 1 had an 
undifputable right to pufli out of the 
place any body I pleafedi and put myfelf 
in the ftead, upon the mere ftfchgth of 
my palTport. Such is the power of rhe* 
toric even on dealers in cows. 

But the fa<a is, that the EJialkg^ih 
wanted only the colour of a reafon to aft 
in favour of my coat; and partly with 
good, partly with bad words, forced a 
poor afs-driver out of a clofet, which any 
fow might have miftakcn for her mother's 
habitation. Poor afs-driver ! Drink thou 
the little money I .gave thee, to make 

thee 
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th^M- fom^ ame^K^ for the g^eat injuftice 
I was indireiftty guilty of, when thy 
profound/ quiet was difturbed ! Have 
patieiKc for this time> and refled: that 
although the greateft part of the mo<» 
dera poets be b;at comparaJble to thy 
bea/ls in point of genius, yet whea it 
pleaies fortune ta put x little lace oa 

* 

the coat of any one of thenu not only 
^ffe9 muGt give him the wall, but even 
afe-drivers get out of hog-iliei to make 
room for him !• 

With that apartment I was obliged 
to put up and be thankful. Batiile 
found fome matSi which he kid on its 
floor ; then turned his^ thoughts towards 
getting me a fupper. 

A man wouId.be ridiculous, (hould he 
dream of any eatables ready at any EJiaU 
lage. No fuch cuftoms in this country. 
But little did we care, as we had. a tur- 
key in (lore ready for the fpit, a Lifbon- 
Kami and other things. Eifbon-hams 

are in high reputation, and it has long 

4 \i^^'^. 
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been decided by connoiflcurs in epicUreifth 
that they arc ftill fuperiour to thofe of 
Bayona and Wejiphalia^. 

I was fliewn up flairs into a kind of 
gallery, which opened into feveral rooms 
full of people. This gallery was fpread 
with men who flept wrapped up in their 
cloaks. As I advanced amongfl: them I 
felt the floor Shaking : and as my head 
has been filled with earthquakes ever 
fince I reached Portugal, it occurred on 
a fudden that the ground was fhaking i 
but prefently was fenfible that the con- 
cuflion was caufed by my moving along 
that ill^conflrudted floor. 

As I was walking and waiting for 
my fupper^f fome young muleteers came 
out of the fide-rooms. One of them 
began to tickle his guittar, and another 
produced a fong to the tune. They had 
fcarcely gone on three minutes with 
their performance, when the fleepers 
flarted up, while more than thirty peo-^^ 
pie came out of thofe fide-rooms ; and 

a dance 
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ia dance was begun. A xnan cut a ca^ 
per by way of reverence to a v/om^n^ 
and the woman advanced imbiodiateljr 
to dance the FanJoMgo with him-. There 
is no poflibility of conveying to you any 
juft idea of their hilarity, niniblencfs^ 
and elailicity. There were four Spaniel 
and fix Portuguefe females. Out of the 
ten I took only notice of three. Ooe 
was a browniih girl called Terefu^la# 
whom I ibon found to be the bcft finger 
of them all. The other two Were fif- 
ters 5 the younger fo renowned in the 
towns around for a beauty, that.ihe goes 
under the appellation of /a bella CataJina. 
The eldefi: is not fo handfome, but has 
fuch eyes ! What a pity the comparifon 
of the ftars is no more in fafliion 1 - , 
The drcfles of thefe women were all 
gaudy, efpecially the Spanifli, who are 
come from Badajds with fome male 
friends to fee Elvas-fair. I muft repeat 
it, that I have (ctn various dances from 
Farenzo in IJiria to Derby in England-, 
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but none of them is comparable to what 
I faw here to-night. It is true that 
their gedures and attitudes are forHe-^ 
times not fo compofed as one couhf 
wiih : yet, if I was poffcflcd of the ahi- 
lities of Martial, inftead of running down 
the Fandango and the SeguedUla, which f 
fuppofe were the dances he fatyrized, I 
would write a . thoufand epigram^s inf 
praife of them, of Terefueia, of Cataltna^ 
and moft particularly of Paolita, who 
has thofe eyes I mentioned ! Oh this' 
Paolita ! 

Both the Fandango and the Seguedilfa 
are danced either at the found of fhe 
guittar alone, or the guittar accompa- ^ 
nied by the . voice, which is an advan- 
tageous addition when the guiftariit hap- 
pens to have a good voice. Both men 
and women, while daficing, give a dou-^ 
ble clap with their thumbs^ aiid middle- 
fingers at every cadence, and both d*aiiceis' 
(the Fandango^a^toizWy) are rather made 
up with graceful motions and quick ftrik- 
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ing of their heels and toes on the ground^ 
than- with equal and continued .fteps; 
They dance clofe to each other^ then 
wheel about, then approach each other 
with fond eagernefs> then quickly re- 
tire, then quickly approach again, the 
man looking the woman fteadily in the 
face^ while fhe keeps her head down, 
and fixes her eyes on the ground with 
as much modefty as fhe can put on. 

I had flept but poorly for three nights 
together, and was fo much tired with 
this day '3 journey, performed a-foot for 
the greateft part, that I was juft debat- 
ing whether I (hould, or not, go fupper- 
lefs to bed. But this unexpedted feaft 
changed my thoughts inftantly, and in- 
ftead of going to reft, I flood there gaz- 
ing with my whole foul abforbed in de- 
light. 
^ The fellows who but a moment before 
were fleeping on that floor, without the 
leaft ceremony, or the leaft fliame of their 
rags, danced away with the gaiidy, as 
Vol. II. E * well 
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well as with the dirty women* (for fbme o£ 
them were dirty enough) ; nor did any of 
the company fliow the leaft partiality to 
age, to drefs, or to beauty, but all feem*d 
to dance merely for dancing-fake. I 
was a little furprifed to fee a (habby 
rafcal take up fo clean a girl as Terefuela^ 
who was the fineft of them all, and look 
fwecter upon her than any petit maitre 
would at Paris upon a rich and tender 
widow. This would not have been al- 
lowed in any of the countries I have 
vilited, where the ill-drefled keep com* 
pany with the ill-drefTed, and the fine 
with the fine, without ever dreaming of 
fuch mixtures as are pradtifed in this part 
of the world. • 

In a corner of this gallery there is a 

^ large table. Upon the table the cloth 

was laid, and my fupper placed. There 

I fat down to eat without ceremony or 

fhame in my turn. 

Having almoft done, Batifle put be- 
fore me a large Englifh cake made by 

Madam 
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Madam Kelly. This cake I cut up into 
flices, and placing them pyfamidically 
upon a plate, I went to pfefent it round 
to the ladies, paying them a Caftiliarl 
compliment that I had been a quarter 
of an hour in compofing* Each of them 
with the moft difembarrafs'd counte- 
nance picked up her flice, fome with 
a bow, fome with a fmile> and fome 
with a kind word. 

The cake being thus difpofed, I turn- 
ed to the gentlemen (muletteers, afs- 
drivers, and all) and calling them Fidal^ 
go's and Cavallerosj invited them to 
drink the health of the amables Bayla^ 
rinas (amiable Jhe-^dancersJ which they 
all did with the nobleft freedom and 
greateft alacrity; and much was the 
general joy encreafed by this fudden 
piece of outlandifh manners. Several 
of them, who till then had fcarcely 
deigned to look on the EJirafigeiro, or 
feemed afraid to fpeak to him, now fhook 
him by the hand, and each had fome^ 

E z %h\\^^ 
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thing to fay to me either in Spaniih or 
Portuguefe. 

To the ladies after the cake I ordered 
glaiTes of water, becaufe I knew that to 
ofFef them wine would have fpoiled all 
the good I had done, and the offer con-* 
flrued into a grofs affront ; in fuch ef- 
teem is fobriety amongft thefe people. 
One of them who was with child, fent 
to afk a flice of the ham, and her ex« 
ample was followed by the reft. 

About midnight the dance was inter- 
rupted by a bonfire which was out of the 
town in honour of the Princefs* marriage. 
We all went to fee it from a baftion : but 
to my great fatisfadtion the rain fpoiled 
it, fo that we came back to the EJlallage 
where the dance began again with a 
greater fury than before, and lafled two 
hours longer. Qatalinas fifler, together 
with the beft eyes had alfo the moft pliant 
body and the nimblefl heels, and being 
willing (as her fignificant looks told me) 
4 to 
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to repay mc my little civility to her com- 
pany, danced a danc^ without a partner, 
and difplayed fo many graces in it that 
never was my poor heart in fo imminent 
a danger. 

When ihe had done, I clapped hands 

w 

with fuch violence, and was fo power- 
fully feconded by Batijley Tago, and Dom 
Manueloy that the fpeftators were forced 
out of their cuftomary phlegm on fuch 
occafions, and with a moil formidable 
(hout of applaufe gave her the reward 
flie had fo well deferved. A young Fidalgo 
took then her place, and difplayed his fur- 
prizing agility, clapping thumbs, cutting 
capers, and throwing his body into a 
thoufand piftorefque attitudes. Terefu^ 
ela then gave us fome Cajiilian iongs, 
her voice fo fweet, and her manner fo 
eafy, that it would have done honour tp 
the beil of bur theatrical queens. Fair 
Catalina fung likewife, but not fo well 
as her friend* 

E 3 When 
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When they had done I fcnt word to 
Paolita, that I (hould be obliged to her if 
fhc would favour mc with a copy of 
her fifter's laft fong. This I did, not only 
becaufe I had liked feveral things in that 
fong, but alfo becaufe I wanted to try 
whether it was poflible to enter into 
fome convcrfation with her, and fee whe* 
ther her fenfe and wit bore any pro- 
portion to her eyes. The anfwer (he 
returned was, that flie would not fail 
to fend me a whole book of fongs the 
next day at the Pofada (the Inn) at Bada^ 
joz, as next day they were to go there as 
well as myfelf. . 

To make this requeft I had employed 
one of the company, who by his fa- 
miliarity with her I judged a proper 
meffenger. But, brother, could'ft thou 
not go to her, and talk to her thyfelf ? 
No, I could not. Had this been fea- 
fible, I had not waited for your encou- 
ragement. In thefe regions the manners 

are 
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are difFerent from thofe of England, 
France, and Italy; and I can afTure you 
that I would have given I know not 
what for the fatisfad:ion of interchange 
ing a few words with that PW/V^, whofe 
eyes in the fortieth year of my age I 
could hardly refift. 

It was near three when an end was put 
to the feaft, and each went to lie down 
on the ground. Yes, all bn the ground, 
fome on mats, fome on flraw-bags, fome 
on the naked floor, all without taking ofF 
their clothes, Tere/ue/a, Cata/ina, and 
her black-ey'd fifter not excepted. All 
on the ground after the manner of the 
golden age. 

I was the only perfon that did not do 
like them. My fpirits had been fo railed 
by tiiis unexpefted pleafure, that having 
not the leafl inclination to fleep, in- 
ftead of going to my couch I called for 
pen and ink, and have now been full 
three hours writing this account. It, is 
broad day, and I am flill here in this 

E 4. Q^*;^- 
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quaking gallery, which I expedted eycry 
moment to go down : and it had beei^ 
a fingular adventure if the muletteers^ 
afs-drivers, caleffeiros, ihe brownifti girlj^ 
fair Catalina, her fifter, and every male 
and female there, had tumbled all in 
a confufed heap into the ftory below. 

It rains now very hard ; and as every 
body round me is afleep, I will go and 
try if I can get fome reft. The next 
ftation to Badajdz is but three fliort 
leagues, and I don't care how late I fet 
out this afternoon. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

Jjat^e-matterSi white cows^ a cardinal^ ^^ 
old friend^ and a Portuguefe letter. 

Badajoz^ Sept. 22, 1760, in the evening« 

IT is lucky that I am going from thefe 
regions. Were I to make the leaft 
ftay, I fliould infallibly grow mad, 
though I am old enough to be wife. 

Yes : 
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Yes : was I to tarry here ever fo (hort ^ 
time, my philofophy, which has bravely 
withftood for ten years the repeated hoft 
tilities of Britifli heauty, piy poor, my 
filly, my contemptible philofophy would 
furrender to a ppwer I am afhamed to 
pame. But let me follow the thread- 
pf my ftory with my ufual method. 

It was nine o'clock this morning when 
1 had not yet clofed my eyes. The fight 
of danping and the hurry of writing 
had inflamed my mind top much. I got 
up and went into the (haking gallery, 
where feveral of the men were eating 
fait meat and pickled olives with the 
four Spanifli women^ An odd brcakfaft, 
I thought. The women bowed and 
fmiled as I entered, and the men iq« 
yited me to do as they did, which I 
declined. People fay that the Spaniard^ 
conftantly breakfaft on chocolate. Per- 
haps they do when they arc at home ; 
but here the general feport was eflfec- 
tually contradifted. 
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After breakfaft they had another touch 
at the Fandango in compliment to me, 
having feen how much I had been pleafed 
with it : a piece of Spanifh civility that 
fhould not pafs unnoticed. But while 
fome were thus dancing, others were 
(having in the fame room. This in 
other countries would be deemed an in- 
tolerable want of manners ; but here it 
is nothing. Thefe people live truly 
fansfa^$n^ or to fay better, a la Tar tare. 

That (hort dancing being over, the 
women would go to mafs though it con- 
tinued to rain hard. The Spanifti wo- 
men, it feems, like the Portuguefe, love 
to hear a mafs every day in the year : 
The Italian only on Sundays and holi- 
days, efpecially when young. They 
went accordingly to fetch their mantillas^ 
that is the white veils with which they 
cover their heads and the upper part of 
their bodies. I need not tell you, that 
during the night I had looked rather too 
often at Paolita% eyes, and that (he had 
# given 



[ 59 ] 

given me clearly to underftand feveral 
times, that ihe was not difpleafed at the 
preference I gave her to the brownifli 
^erefueluy and even to her own handfomc 
lifter : and, fince I am about it, I may as 
well tell you, that when we went to fee 
the bonfire, fome body in the dark gave 
me a flight pinch in the arm, and ran her 
hand againft mine. 

Well, both men ancj women quitted 
the gallery and went to church. But they 
had fcarcely reached the bottom of the 
ftairs, when back returns Paolita to fetch 
a glove. The fteps fhe mounted with 
fuch celerity, and flood before me fo un- 
expectedly, that I almoft loft my fight in 
the furprize. Dios te ded mil anos debien^ 
Ejlrangeroy faid fhe, throwing up her veil 
and fpeaking in my ear. I had no other 
anfwer ready but a kifs on her right eye, 
and another on her left ; and before I 
could recover my thoughts, oflF fhe was 
flown. 



\ 
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She is gone ! and has left me> I cannot 
tell in what condition ! What bufinefs 
had (hp to forget a glove, or to come 
back and wiib me well ! I wiih her well 
too, and with a thoufand hearts if I had 
them : but I am a mere traveller in this 
pountryi and^ what is worfe, I have al- 
ready travelled beyond my fortieth year^ 
Why then did (he think pf her glove ' 
Oh ye Seneca's, ye Boetius's, ye fages all, 
whofp pages I once read with fome atten- 
tion, I humbly beg your pardon for 
having read them, as I now find, to very 
little purpofe! A glance, a pinch, a no- 
thing, has proved ftronger than any dozen 
pf you, and has inftantaneoufly throwi^ 
topiy turvy that vaft coUedlion of wif- 
(lom, which I have been making for 
years . and years oi|t of your volumes! 
iSut let me think of her no niore, and go 
pn with my narration. 

The long vigil had made me refolve 
to fet out late, and thus I left E/vas at 
three in the afternoop. The rain conti- 
nued 
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nued pouring. Having gone on about 
two hours, we crofTed a torrent called 
Caya^ which is the boundary on that fide 
between Portugal and Spain. Though 
that torrent may be pafled with a dry foot 
almoft the year round, it was now fo 
fwollea by the rain, that it waflied the 
bellies of ray mules; fo that I loft all 
hopes of having the fongs that Paolita 
had promifed, feeing plainly that the aiTea 
on which the two fitters are to ridfe back 
to Badajdz, will not be able to wade the 
Caya to-night. But fee ! Here (he is 
again. Begone, girl, begone! I will 
think of thee no more. I am forty years 
of age ! 

My thoughts had not been agreeably 
employed from E/vas to that torrent: 
Yet I felt a flufli of joy as I reached the 
oppofite fide of it. Portugal at laft wa$ 
behind me, and the Calejferos (no more 
Calejfeiros) aflured me that travelling, 
would now prove much better. No 
more EJiallaga in Spain, but Pofada^^ 
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No more lying on the floor and upon 

mats and ftraw, but in camas alias ftufFed 

with wool, zvi^J^vanas limpiascada nochef 

^ ufied quiere; that is, high beds and clean 

Jheets every night at choice. 

Badajozt anciently Pax Augujla^ is a 
fortified town built on a fmall eminence 
about a league from the Caya. We en- 
tered it by a flone-bridge over the river 
Guadiana. That bridge is one of the 
longefl: and mod magnificent I have as 
yet feen. Were it a little wider it would 
do honour to the Thames itfelf. 'Tis 
the favourite evening-walk of the Bada- 
jozians. I was much pleafed on my 
reaching the Guadiana to fee along the 
bank oppofite the town a large herd of 
milk-white cows. Their number a- 
mounted to no lefs than five hundred, 
which is more than Allemtejo and the 
Eftremadura Portugueza contain. At 
leafl I can aver, that I did not fee one 
from Aldeagallega to Villa Vizofa inclu- 
fively. At Ehas indeed I faw a few : but 

that 
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that was becaufe of the fair which was 
kept there. Where do the Portuguefe 
get thofe many bulls they flay in the am- 
phitheatre at Campo Pequeno on iundays ? 
and where the oxen that draw their 
creaking carts, or the butcher's meat 
that is eaten in their metropolis ? I fup* 
pofe they have fome province on the 
weftern-fide of the Tagus more fertile 
than the two above-named, and abound- 
ing in paflnares. 

At the north-end of Badajoz* bridge 
there is a gate flanked by two round 
fl:one-towers or dungeons. Behind that 
gate I was welcomed to Spain by two fel- 
lows, whom at firft fight I miftook for 
two Jefuits, as they were both covered 
with black cloaks that reached the 
ground, and wore flapp'd hats on their 
heads. But their errand to me made me 
prefently fenfible that they were cufl:om- 
men. They begged I would order the 
CaleflTeros to drive to the jiduana fCufiom^ 
houfe) where my trunks were opened 
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and fearcbed; but not in tbe favage mari- 
ner tbat is praAifed in England, wbertf 
a rude fcoundrel difcompofes all your 
tbings without any difcretion, unfows 
even your coats> if he has the Icaft fufpi- 
cion of lace concealed between the lining 
and the cloth; and when he has vexed 
you much, extorts from you fome (hil- 
lings as a reward for his coarfenefs and 
brutality4 

This, amongft numbcrlefs other, is an 
Inconvenience which difhoneft travellers 
have brought upon the honeft. The 
grofs of mankind are thieves ; and many 
of them are perpetually endeavouring to 
defraud fovereigns of their rights by what 
is czlhd Jhfuggling. Thofe who are de- 
puted to levy thefe rights, cannot read 
honefty or diflionefty in the faces of go- 
ers and comers, and diftinguifli the 
fmuggler from the gentleman: There- 
fore they put every body indiftindlly to 
the trouble of being fearched. Thefe 
fearches are more or lefs rigorous in this 

and 
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tnd that ftate. In England they are quite 
infufTerable. There I have been often 
(hocked to fee even ladies treated with 
an indecency that the roughefl Barbarians 
would be aihamed to praftife.. The Spa« 

ni(h government^ it feems, a£ts with more 
generofity in this refpedt than the Eng- 
liihf and does not think fuch contrabands 
as travellers may conceal in a trunk» an 
objeft of much attentions or a diminu<- 
tion worth minding of the public r^ 
renue. 

The Pofada of Santa Lucia where I 
.alighted^ is not much better than a Por- 
tuguefe Efiallage. However its walls are 
founds the roof not cracked, and the floor 
not paved with pebbles like a (lree% 
Here, as in Portugal, the windows have 
00 panes, but only ihutters, which ex^- 
elude the light if you exclude the rain, 
the windf or the cold« Nq drawers, 
wardrobes, or looking^glaEes* Here, 
quoth Batifle, fuch pieces of furniture ar^ 
not i la modi c^mHie en France. Here tK^ 

Vol. II. ' ? Occivt* 
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ehairs totter and the tables are greafy, 
cxadlly as in the Eftallages. But the 
Camas alias are fomething that the Eftal^ 
lages had not; and as to this Senor (no 
more SenhorJ Pofaderoj we fhould be the 
beft friends in the world, was I to fix my 
refidence in Badajoz. He plays upon the 
guittar better than any body I have as yet 
heard, and his civility is equal to his Ikill 
in mufic. He would play while I was 
{^2iyingpara defenfadar a UJied, faid hc; 
that is, to divert me the while. Could he 
-pufli politenefs further ? 

As fbon as alighted I difpatched Ba- 
tifte with a note to Cardinal Acciaioli, in- 
forming his eminence of my arrival, beg- 
ging leave to be admitted al bacio del fa 
facra porpora^ and to offer my fervice for 
ftaly^ whither I was going forthwith. 
While I waited for an anfwer, a gentle- 
onan ruflhed into my room and threw his 
^rms about me before I was aware, crying 
ben trovato^ b^n trovato. I ftared, an4 
look'd, and knew him not** How ? 

Don't 



t «7 ) 

t)on\ you know your old Milahefe friend 
Merajio ? Ah Dodor, is it you ? Indeed 
it was himfclf, one of the favourite com*- 
panions of nay youth. He had met with 
Batifle in the ilreet> whom he had known 
in Li{bon« What do you here^ Batifte? 
Sir, I ata with toy old mafter Mr. Such 
a one> and We go to Italy. What? My 
old friend from Turin ? Yes, Sir> he is 
of Turin. If you are his friend, ftep to 
.the Pofadaj and you will fee him. This 
proved a delightful furprizc to the Doc- 
tor and me, as you may well imagine. 
We afked each other numbcrlefs ques- 
tions in a moment, and could not recover 
from the amazement of fuch a bell" in^ 
. tontro in fo remote a corner of the world 
AS Badiyoz^ 

The cardinal^ to whom my name hap'* 
pened not to be quite unknown, feat 
me word that he would be glad to fee mc, 
and to him I went wJi|H Merojk^ who is 
his phyiician. H^iffeceived me with af- 
fability^ and feemed much pleafed at t^e; 
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pleafure that fparkled in the eyes of two 
friends who had unexpe&edly met on 
the banks of the Guadiana. There 
I pafled a moft agreeable evening, and 
Portugal, Rome, and England furnifiied 
us with topics of converfation for five 
houri. With his eminence there is a 
young Monfignore his nephew, and fe- 
Teral other Italian gentlemen, all heart«- 
ily tired with their long ftay here, and 
all wifhing to exchange it for Rome. 
BadajoZj they fay, is no very cardina- 
litian refidence. Excepting the gover- 
nor Conde de la Roca, and two or three 
officers of the garrifon who havd feen 
the world, there are no people in it much 
fit for converfation. The Badajozians, 
who perhaps never faw a Cardinal within 
their walls ever fince they were built, 
pay his eminence a fort of refpedt, that 
approaches adoration, ot idolatry ^ as he 
termed it himielf, which he returns with 
numberlefs benedictions whenever be 
goes out. But this interchange of kind* 

nefs 
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iiefs doe9 not mend matters with hlm^ 
and his days pafs on in languor rather 
than in quiet. And how does he paf^ 
the nightjs i Happy we, obfcure mortals^ 
who have nothing to difturb our fleep, 
but the hardne& of a mattrafs, and a 
thought of PaoUta! It is not always a bad 
thing to be an obfcure mortal aiid below 
^ the notice of Kings and Pope3> 

I iseed not tell you by what accident a 
man of his importance was brought to 
this town^ The public papers have in- 
iotmcd you of the treatment he met at 
Lifbon> and how roughly he was driven 
from thence with all his retinue. I was 
bold enough to afk him the reafon of it« 
I verily think> faid he^ that thofe who 
did it^ know it no better than myfelf . An 
order was brought me in writing to quit 
Lifbon in an hour; but the fifty foldiers 
who brought that order, did not al- 
low me a minute. Their commander 
hurried me into a boat without giving 
me time to ihut my writing- dcik, made 
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me crofs the Tagus^ and faw me to tho 
Caya in four days. On the -road I had no 
bed^ and fcarce any thing to eat; and all 
this without my knowing why. But 
come to fee me when I am in Italy, and 
then I will tell you more. Here, added 
he with a fmile, I muft be a great politic 
cian, and hold my tongue. 

To-morrow I intend to do as I did to- 
day, and go no more than three leagues* 
I fhall pafs the whole morning with my 
friend, who, like a true Milanefe, grieves 
at his mailer's fituation, though he knows 
no more of his affairs than myfelf. 

I will end this with the letter written 

by Dom Luiz da Cunha^ Secret ay of State 

to the Cardinal, and fent by the officer 

that was to accompany him fo far as the 

Caya^ 

*' Carta. 

^* ^U£ de Ordem de S. Mageftade efcreveo o fecretario, 
^^ de eflado Dom Luiz da Cunha ao Cardinal Acciaioli 
*' parafahir da Corte de Lisboa. 

*' Eminent ijjimo e reverendijjtmo Senhor. 
♦* Sua Mageftade y ufando dojufto^ reaU e 

^^ Ju^rema 
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^Jupremo poder, que for todos os direitos Ihe 
*' compete y para confervar illeza afua au- ' 
** thoridade regia^ e prefer var os feus vaf 
f alios de efcandalos pr'ejudicides d tran^ 
quilidade publica dos feus reinos : Me 
manda intimar a Voffa Eminencia que logo 
*' immediatamente a apprefenta^M dejid 
** carta haja Voffa Eminencia defahir deft a 
*' corte para a outra banda do T^ejo^ e haja 
** defahir via re SI a defies reinos no precizo 
** termo de quattro dias. 

'* Para decent e tranfporte de Voffa Emi" 
^- jiengiafe (fchao protnptos os reaes efcaleres 
** na praya fronteira a caza da habit a^do 
" de Voffa l^mimnci^. 

^^ E para que Vo£a^minenciapoffaentrar 
** nelles^ ^ feguir a fua viagem e caminhoy 
^^ fern menor receyo deinfultos contrarios a 
** protec^db que Sua ^agejiade quer fempre 
*' que em todos os cazos ache em feus domi- 
** nios a immunidade do caraSler de que 
'* Voffa Eminencia feacha revejiido : Manda 
♦' dito Senhor ao mefmo tempo acompanhar 
^^^ a Voffa Eminencia ati a fronteira dejie 

F 4 , *^ Ye\no 






[ 7» ) 

*' reino par huma decQroza e ccmpittnti ^ 
** colta mUitar. 

Fko paraferuir a Vojfa Eminencia com* 
maior obfequio. Deos guarde a VoJfa 
*^ Eminencin muitos annos. Pap a i^ de 
*' Junho de lyto. De VoJfa Emimttcta 
<« objeqtuoxijlimofervidor^ 

D. hvizda CuNHA. 

InEnglifh thus. 

** A Letter, 

<• Which by order of his Majefiy Dom Luiz 
<* da Cunha Secretary of State, wrote to Cardinal 
«< Acciaioli, that he may forthwith depart from 
<* the Court of Liibon. 

" Mofl eminent and mpft reverend Sir. 

" His Majefty, making ufe of the juft, 
" royal, and fupreme power which he has 
** all forts of right to, that he may keep 
** inviolate his royal authority and pre- 
** fcrve his fubjedls from fuch fcandab as 
** might prove prejudicial to the public 
** tranquility of his kingdoms, orders mc 
<^ to let Your Eminence know, that, on 

«< your 
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** your havitig this prefcnted to you, you 
quit immediately this court and crofg 
over to the oppofitc fide of the Tagus, 
*« to depart ftrait from thefe kingdoms 
** within the term of four days. 

*' For the decent tranfport of Your 
** Eminence^ the royal barges will be 
** ready before the houfe inhabited by 
*' Your Eminence. 

** And that Your Eminence may en- 
«^ ter them and continue this journey 
^' without the leaft fear of infults con« 
<^ trary to the prote^ion which his Ma-* 
^< jefty on every occafion grants in his 
<< own dominions to the immunity of 
** the charaAer in veiled in Your Emi* 
^^ nencei the faid lord orders at the fame 
^^ time that Your Eminence he acconx« 
«' panicd fb far as the frontier of this 
^^ kingdom by an honourable and com* 
** petcnt military efcort/* 

*' I am at Your Eminence's iervice 
^^ with the utmoft obfequioufneis. God 
•* guard Your Eminence many years. 
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«* From the palace, June 14/1760. Your 
" Eminence's moft obfequious fervant. 



** i). Luis da Cunha* 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

vf lej^n to itinerant writers. 

Badajoz, Sept. 23, 17609 early in the morning* 

LAST night I had the curiofity to 
read over all thofe of my letters 
that have Portuguefe dates : then ruminat-: 
ing a while on their contents, ** Well, 
" faid I to myfelf, let us fuppc fe that 
** you fhould take into your head fome |jr 
" time'' or other to print thefe letters, 
" what do you think that people would 
** fay to them ? You know, Mr. Tra- 
** veller, that, before he ventures to 
** prefs, every confiderate man ought to 
** afk himfelf this queftion twice. There- 
" fore give me leave to afk you again, 

what will people fay to your work when. 

it is printed ^'\ 

Selil.. 






[ 7S ] 

Self-love anfwers without hefitation, 
that every mortal will be glad of this 
publication. That the moft bufy men 
and the moft attentive women will quit 
their affairs as well as their pleafures 
to, enjoy fo delightful a performance^ 
That all will unite in chorus to extol 
the elegance of my language, the rapi- 
dity of my ftyle, the variety of my 
thoughts, and the juftnefs of my re- 

» 

marks. That every body will call me a 
pleafing painter of material objedls^ con- 
fiderme as a fkilful indagator of cuftoms 
and manners, and infallibly rank me 
amongft the neateft, brighteft, and moft 
inftrudive writers that Italy or any coun- 
try ever produced. 

But felf-love, brothers, felf-love is a 
treacherous rafcal whom no body ought 
ever to truft. Self-love will feize every 
opportunity to footh and flatter and lead 
a man into error, and there is no one liv- 
ing but who has had many reafons to 
miftruft his fuggeftions : and now that t 



have calmly infpeded the tout enfemble 
of my Portugueie letters, and foregone 
an hour the effe£k they may produce in 
the minds of the generality of my readers^ 
I own I am not quite fo pleafed with 
that tout tnjembk as I was with each let« 
ter iingly, when I wrote them at inter- 
vals four and twenty hours diftant from 
each other. I am under fome apprc- 
henfion leaft any reader fhould think 
me too farcailical, and, what would be 
worfe, that he fliould be led into opi- 
nions witlv- regard to the Portuguefc 
that I do not intend to give him. 

Was each of thefe letters^ to be read 
abftradtedly from the reft, I am pretty 
fure that no body would fufpedt me of 
malignity and ill-will to the Portuguefc 
and their country. The dcfcription of 
bad inns in a region unfrequented by 
travellers, the account of a barber's ab- 
furdity, or a wench's impertinence, and 
other fuch things, would perhaps prove 
diverting duripg the fhort time employ- 
ed 
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td in the perufal, and leave no impref- 
fion behind to the difhonour of Portu- 
gal and the generality of its inhabitants* 
Each letter would have no other cfFeft 
than is produced in the mind of him 
who reads the burlefque Capitoh, written 
by our poet Berni to his friend the fa- 
mous Fracajiorius in difpraife of Settig^ 
nanOf^ {a ^village in the Veronefe territory) ; 
iand every man would poflibly laugh at 
the fttbje^^ of the pidure as well as at 
the humour of the painter^ as it is the 
cafe in that Capiiolo. But I fear left 
my burlefque accounts^ taken all toge- 
ther, (hould produce a different effeft 
from that which would be produced by 
only one, and bring me upon a level 
with thofe peevidi and infolent travel-* 
mongers, who in the countries they de- 
fcribe look only for fobjeds of blame and 
difapprobation^ 

That my reader therefore mayjiot form 
from my letters (if I jM'int them, as it 
is my intention) more unfavourable ide^ 



^1 
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x>t the Portuguefe than I intendi I will 
warn him here to take notice^ that^ 
though the proportion of cenfure and ri- 
dicule may prove greater in them than 
that of praife and commendation^ yet he 
mufl not be too quick to infer upon my 
teilimony> that both the country and 
the nation of the Portuguefe are un« 
deferving his efteem* I have feen but 
little of either^ and have had no means 
of giving any judgment of the middle 
or of the higheft clafs. Therefore if 
any reader (hould find himfelf difpofed 
to take my word and give implicit cre- 
dit to my lettersi let him reftrain his ima- 
gination, and not confound thofe two 
clafles with the loweft. Cardinal jicci^ 
aioli (whofe fincerity is much greater 
than his politics) and the gentlemen 
of his retinue, who have no great rea- 
fon to be in love with the Portuguefe, 
have affured me that, both of the high 
and middle rank, there are many efti- 
mable perfons in Lijbon ; and the little 

I have 
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V 

1 have faid of the hermits of the Cork- 
conventt the curate of Arrayolos, the 
iheciff o£ Fi/Ia Fizofa» arid fome others, 
ought to convince my readers that I 
do not intend to make them look on 
Portugal as a country quite deftitute 
of politenefs and hofpitality. I certainly 
have no great opinion of its literature 
and arts, or of its populace ; and my 
contempt is the natural confequence of 
my obfervations, though quite curfory, 
quite fuperficial. Let us however not 
forget, that arts and literature can ne- 
ver be greatly cultivated in countries of 
fmall extent, as Portugal is ; and with 
refpedt to the low part of any nation, 
there is always a wide difference between 
the manners prevailing in a large metro- 
polis and in the country depending on it. 
Every metropolis abounds in vices al- 
moft unknown to the inhabitants of 
petty towns and villages ; and this re- 
flediion muft ferve as a counterballancc 
to thofe I have made in condemaatlo'PL ^^ 
8 ^^ 



I. 
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the rogues who flung ftones at me in the 
valley of Alcantara. I am perfuaded 
that with fuch an adventure I fhould not 
have met, but in the neighbourhood of 
a metropolis. 

I wifh it had been in my power to 
go and vifit the univerfity of Cohimbra^ 
and the kingdom of Algaroe mentioned 
almofl no where but on the Portuguefe . 
coin. An account of that kingdom and 
that univerfity would poflibly have raifed 
my ideas of the Portuguefe people : and 
I wifh alfo, that it had been confiflent 
with the plan of my prefent journey to 
go and \yander a while on the banks 
of the Minho and the Douro^ and care- 
fully examine the cufloms and manners 
of thofe that drink of their ftreams. But 
what avails wiftiing, when wc are not 
rich enough to fatisfy either our own 
or our friends* curiofity ? However, fince 
I am about wi(hing> I will wifh that 
fome future traveller, pofTeflTed of fuffi- 
cient leifurC) wealthy and fagacity, may 

I come 
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come to this part of Europe, and give at 
more ample and more circumftantial ac^ 
count of it. The literary world wants a 
complete information of a country, of 
which not even the capital has been yeS 

defcribed, 

L E t T E R 3^L. 

AJketch of the adventures of a lady. Comi 
to fee the watch. Tatdverolan poetry. 

Talaverolai, Sept. »3> i7#o^ 

MiEROSIO came early this morn-* 
ing to me, and informed me moft 
minutely of what has happened to him 
fincc we parted at Mtlan^ and by ^ what 
fucceiiion of accidents he was at laft 
brought to Badajoz with Cardinal Accia-^ 
i9li. Befides his own, he related the ad- 
ventures of his wife, an Englifhwoman 
whom he married in Lijbon fome years 
ago. I had indeed heard her mentioned 
at the EngHfti coffee-houfe there ; but 
did not fufpedt that (he was my friend'^ 
Vol. 1L G ^^^^^^ 
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wife/ as his name had been inaccuratie^ 
pronounced by thofe who fpoke of her.. 
She is a mojQ: wonderous being* it feema«. 
She has been in the four quarters of the 
world, and fpeaks feveral languages, 
amongft which that of the Indians in the 
neighbourhood of Goa^ where ihe refided 
as a maid of honour to the unfortunate 
vice-queen marchionefs Tdvora, who was 
beheaded in Lijbon with the duke of^ 
Aveiro, She has alfo been in y apart with 
her firft hufband, a Dutch phyfician, to 
whom (he was married at Batavia : and 
it is but lately that ihe was redeemed 
from a long flavery, and pafled firom 
MofvccQ to Gibraltar in the Engliih £bip. 
that went to Barbary to fetch many cap*, 
tives of the Britifli nation, fhipwrecked 
kft year (if I am not miftaken) in a 
man of war called the Litchfield. Ma- 
dam Merofio had been taken three years 
before in a Portuguefe veflcl by a Saleteen^ 
pirate, and would probably have pafled: 
her whole life in captivity, had flie not 

been 
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htth iti firiglifliwoitian. As ftrcfi, diei 
wiS rcdccttied alottg With the crew of the 
Litchfield. Soon after £lie had been fold 
at Mvtotc9, fhe becahic a great fdvour-* 
ite with a favourite 8illtaiYa there, irid 
ftayed there lon|j enough to leartt that 
language; She ha$ i^forhied her huA 
band f rofti Gibraltar, that tJie prefehts 
fc*t itdfktfs made h« when forced t6 
psttt with her. Will prove more thih 
ftxfficienf to liVd (he remainder of their 
daljs lA q&iet He &as defifed her to 
Uke the road of Itdiy^ and meet hith 
«t G^;?^ or Af/&^/rv A l^arrative of her 
lift tcrould nvake a find book, and if I 
{id hct itif whe#6 in ledly^ I wilt %lrit 
her tip ^ itf« an^ ofFltif het my ftrvice 

The Cftfduiat bs« ob^iji^ngly dfai^A 
ff%>iA IDC a promife ^at 1 will paf hkH (d) 

(a) I kept that fremfe in the year 1 765* and 
fajjid a few tiiotuhs at Anana with iim. He died, 
fitn- afiet / bft the platti Md UiMerfttUf rt- 
gtettedf at my Jnconttan friends lurvte it a/ 

G 2 
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a vifit when we come to' be all on the 
good fide of the Alps. I really was 
forry to leave him in a place, which 
muft on many accounts prove very dif- 
agreeable«to a man of his parts, habits, 
&nd focial temper. I am afraid the 
crofies he has met with in Lifbon will 
. impair his health. I took my leave about 
one in the afternoon of him, of my 
friend, and of Paolita's native place with 
a heart full of the moft finccre forrow, 
and after two hours ridirlg crofTed a 
torrent called Guadixa. Only one cot- 
tage have I feen to-day in the fpace 
of three leagues. This village of Tij- 
laverola is but fmall, and the only thing 
pompous in it that I have obferved^ is 
the fhort infcription on the g^te of the 
Pofada. Mefon par Jos Cavalier os^ It 
would be properer if it faid, por ios 
Muletteros. However, it may be confi- 
dered 'as an enchanted caftle built by 
Armida for Rinaldo, when compared to 
the Eftaliages^ 

As 
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As I was loitering before that Mf- 
fon waiting for my fupper, a parcel of 
poor little girls came to look at the 
Eftrangero. Afking them their names 
and other fuch important queftions, I 
happened to look at my watch. One 
of them on feeing it, aftced me what 
it was. Un relax ^ fa id I, que me clize las 
horas. ** A watch that tells me the hour." 
Habla el relox ? replied the p':rrt thing. 
** Does the wauh/peakf* Look here, my 
dear, faid I. When this hand points 
at this mark, it is one: when at this, 
it is two-, and fo on. But how does 
the hand, faid the girl, go from one 
mark to the other, and tell you the 
hour you want to know ? The queftion 
was fomewhat puzzling, as I knew not 
what words to ufe to fatisfy. her curi- 
ofity. To fpare myfelf the trouble of 
a long explanation, which might at laft 
prove incomprehenfible, I put the watch 
to her ear, and made her take notice 
of the clack within it. You cannot 

G 3 con- 
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I 

conceive how fhe was ftruck on hear- 
ing it. No furprize was ever fo ftrongly 
liiarked in any face. All her little friend$ 
woujd have the watch clapped at their 
tzTBy and it was very diverting to fee the 
effcA it produced in their littk minds. 
Unable to contain the aAonifhment 
caufed by that little noife> fome of them 
ran along the ftreisty called the infantry 
of the village^ 2tnd brought it all about 
Hi€ to fee and hear e/ relox del cavallero. 
Happy the boy or girl that could hear 
it twice out of my princely condefcen-^ 
iion! Who could ever have thought, 
that I had with me the ready means of 
making them all fo happy ! And fcveral 
of the men and women who ran at the 
ereatures* bqftlc, took mc for a moft 
refpeftable Hidalgo upon the mere credit 
of toy watch. Thus I beguiled an hour, 
Immcnfely delighted with their aftonifli-^ 
mcnt and innocent joy. Meafure you 
pow the proportion of knowledge that 
th?re is between LqndQn^ Paris, or Romef 

<md 
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and the village of Talaverola in the Spa- 
nish E/iremadura. 

Re-entering the Mefon^ and infpeding 
its furniture^ I faw in a corner an alms- 
hox fixed to the wall with this infcrip- 
tion upon it : 

O tu honrado Cavallero 
^e Hegais a ejie Mefon^ 
Da un ochavo u las al/nas, 
T ponlo en ejle Cajon. 
Mira que la obra es buena 
Del divino Concijlorto, 

T h admit e de mano ajena 
Para que fi^gar de pena 
Las almas del Purgatorio. 

In Englifh thus : Te noble cavalier^ njoho 
have reached this inn^ give a half -penny to 
the fouls ^ and put it in this box. Take no^ 
tice that this a£t will prove acceptable to 
the heavenly conjifiory^ and it will be worth 
the liberality of any foreigner to deliver 
the fouls out of Purgatory. 

G 4 There 
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There are no watchmakers here, faid 
I, but there are poets : and to pafs 
another moment I tranflated thcfe verfes 
into Italian thus : 

Signer dabbene e bello 
^\ giunto a fuo grand* agio, 
Deh lafci un quattrinello 
De/r anime in fuffragio ! 
Vojjignoria lllujirifjima 
Far a cofa gratijjima 
Al fanto Concijiorio 
Con pecunia pochtjjima 
Per chi Ji(i in Purgatorio^ 

And with this I take my leave of the 
pindar of the Guadixa, or the Talaverolarf 
bard ; call him as you like. 



LET 
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LETTER XLL 

Tedioufnefs of uniformity. Leanders. Melons- 
feeds. General Muza. 

Merida, Sept. a6, 176*, 

THE Englifli Spedator advifes \x% 
to keep a minute account of our 
daily doings, that by reading it a while 
after, we may fee how our time has 
elapfed, be aflbamed of the manner in 
which we fbcnt it, and employ it better 
for the far? re. 

Why of the many that have heard of 
fo good a pi\^ce of advice, not one perhaps 
would evei" take it, many reafons may be 
given. But the beft in my opinion is, 
that fuch a journal would prove uniform, 
and uniformity is a moft wearifoms 
thing. Each page of it would be like 
the former, becaufe men in general do 
to-day and will do to-morrow, what they 
^id yefterday and the day before. Very 

few 
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few arc the lives fo diverfified as to aiFord 
quick paflages from adions of one kind 
to actions of another ; and to write and 
to read over and over the fame ftory, 
would only aggravate the tcdioufnefs of 
uniformity. 

It is however providential that uni- 
formity is difgufting. Were not maa 

aftualed by an invincible averfion to it, 

» 

he would certainly fit down in idlcncfs 
after having provided for the prefent ne- 
ceflity, and his care would fcarcely ever 
preclude the wants of to-morrow. Our 
averfion to uniformity makes us hate a 
jail above all other things, bccaufe life is 
paflied with a greater uniformity in a jail 

than any where elfe. And why do we 

« 

all wi(h for an incefiant increafe of riches, 
but bccaufe we know that riches afford 
the readied means of varying life ? In- 
deed all our efforts tend to this end, and 
I think that all men would, if they could,, 
devote part of their life to travelling, bc- 
caufe they fuppofc that it affords a great 

deal 
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deal of variety. But I, who have tried 
it feveral times^ am not quite of this 
opinion. What am I doing now^ but the 
fame thing over and over? I get up be- 
times in the morning from a bad couch, 
enter a chaife, go on till dinner-time ; 
then alight and eat; then enter the 
chaife again, go on till fuppcr-time; 
then alight and fup ; then go to lie down 
upon another bad couch. Nor do I con- 
vcrfe more, or fee more objcfts, than 
when I was in the immenfe metropolis of 
England, where a man may live a hun- 
dred years, and yet fee every day man^ 
and many things which will prove new 
to the man that has mod feen. 

Amongft my expedients to deftroy as 
much as pofiible of this uniformity, I 
have betaken myfelf to that of writing a 
minute narrative of this journey: but, 
amongft the many inconvenicncics of my 
expedient, one is, that I can fcarcely help 
beginning my letters uniformly with TAis 
wornin;^* To avoid fo difguftful a fame- 

nefs 
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ncfs I am driven to the hardeft fhifts. I 
put my mind to no fmall torture every 
night, and have recourfe to various flou- 
riflies in order to efcape it both for your 
fake and mine. Sometimes the fiourifli 
will be gay, fometimcs will be dull. 
Dull or not, I muft now fa/ that this 
morning I fat out from ^ahiverola at 
eight, and that I have neither faid, nor 
feen, nor done any thing in this whole 
day that could relieve me from wearifome 
uniformity. I have only obferved that 
the Leandro (laurel-rofe) which is culti- 
vated with fo much care in our Italian 
gardens for its beautiful flower, grov/s 
Ipontaneoufly on the banks of the Guadi-- 
ana. Next to this unimportant informa- 
tion I muft give you another, quite as 
unimportant; and it is, that about noon 
we fat down, Batifte, the Calefleros, and 
I, upon the bank of the Guadiana, to eat 
a dinner we had brought with us, as 
there is no kind of habitation between 
Talaverd/a and M/nV^, though fix leagues 

diftant 
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diftant from each other, except one called 
LoboTiy which I have already forgot whe- 
ther it is a Venta or a hamlet. 

. About eight at night we entered this 
Merida by a bridge near as fine as that at 
Badajoz. Few rivers in Europe can 
boail of two fuch noble bridges as deco- 
rate the Guadiana. Not far from Talave-- 
rola we bought of a peafant fome melons, 
which proved as good as the very beft at 
Cantalupo in Romagna, Malamocco near 
Venice, Caravaggto in Lombardy, or 
Cambiagno in Piedmont : and this is ano- 
ther of to-day's unimportant tranfad:ions. 
I had charged Batlfte to fave the feeds, 
which I intended to have fowed at home, 
in order to contribute my mite towards 
the propagation of the good things of 
this world: but the hair-brained fellow 
forgot my order and has thrown them 
away, 

I have taken a tour about the ftrcets of 
Merida. Father Mariana fays in his hi- 
ftory, that Muza, a general of Morovco^ 
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taking a view of this town front a diftaiice^ 
was fired with a defire of making himfclf 
mafter of it, which he eifcAcd by a ftra- 
tagem after this manner* As the inha- 
bitants defended themfelves with the 
greatefl obftinacy, knowing him to be 
4)Id, and hoping he would foon die, and 
the fiege be railed of courfe. General 
Mu:&a tinged his white hair to black; 
then ient them word he would be glad to 
treat with them, and put an end to thtf 
fiege. They (a) complied with his de- 
fire, but their deputies, feeing him grown 
young, were fb terrified that they advifed 
a furrenden 

I beKeve Mhida tfr have been a noble 
piiace in former ages, when it was called 

{a) Jbukadm^ tmnf Ahentari^i Mu%d% con- 
temporary, in bis Arabick Hijiory of King RodrigOf 
tranffated into Spani£b by Miguel de Luna^ does not 
mention this ftratagem, though he takes particular 
noticf of that fiege, and defcrihes fevtnd particula- 
rities of it. De Luna*^ tranfiation was printed fof 
the fourth tim^ at Valencia in 1646. I ihall fpeak 
of It in another, place. 

Augujid 
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Augufta Emerita, and was the metropolis 
of Lufitania; but time has changed it. 
Many antiquities are here to be feen^ as 
this was once a flourishing colony of the 
Romans. The Mdridans feem to care 
but litde for thofe remains^ and are ne-^ 
Yerthelefs proud of them. At leaft the 
Pofadero feem'd fo to me. He is what 
they call in Spani0;it un agradable hahlor' 
dor. ^^ A fair-fpoken man, a Jpecious 
" prater'' And has told me that even 
their bridge is a Roman work. I have 
not time to verify his aiTertion ; but in- 
deed it is a noble bridge^ long^ fpacious, 
and all of free-flone* 



LETTER XLIL 

An odd colonel and a kind curate. Boys 
and girls jumping at my quartillos. 

Meaxans (or Mitjadaa) Sept.ii7« 1760* 

WHEN! (hall have told you that 
I ani in a village fcarcely contain- 
ing four hundred fouls, you will prcfcntly 
2 coa- 
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conclude that my letter of to-day will 
prove quite as infipid as that of ycfterday^ 
I wifli I could fill up my daily accounts 
with interefting matter: But confided 
that I travel on without flopping through 
a country very thinly peopled, and that 
little can be faid when but little is to be 
feen. However this day*s letter will 
prove more entertaining than my lafl. 

This morning (I cannot avoid this ex- 
preffion) we crofTed early the eaflern 
part of Meridas territory, which is 
pretty fertile in fome places, and flop-* 
ped at a hamlet called San Pedro about 
two leagues diflant, and there dinedi 
though it was but nine o'clock, becaufe 
we were fure to find no more habitations 
from thence to this Meaxaras, which is 
five long leagues diflant from San Pedro. 

While we were employed in taking off 
the rind of a large Merida-melon, 
(whofe feeds fliall be certainly pfeferved) 
a mofl ugly coach, drawn by two half- 
ftarved jades, entered the Pofada^ An 

old 
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bid getitiemin waa in it, who is colonel 
of a regiment of cavalry called De la 
tteyna. He was preceded by half a dozen 
of his horfemen. As loon as alighted he 
came into the room where I was at din- 

■ 

ner with my people; that is, Batifte 
and the Calefleros. I got up, offered 
hito a feat, and invited him to partakei 
of my, fare, which was not bad, as pa- 
tridges and other game are very plentiful 
in thefc defarts, and to be bought of the 
country-people or the Pofaderos z[mo&, 
for nothing. But the colonel was in a 
pet, thanked me coldly, turned his back^ 
went to wait without for my going, that 
he might take poffcffion of the room, 
which is the only one in the Pofada^ 
*rhen growing impatient^ as I fuppofe, he 
tan to the ftablc ; and that he might do 
fomething towards difcharging his ill- 
humour, he ordered that my four mules 
fhould be injftantly driven out of it, to 
make room for his two jades and for the 
horfes of his cavaliers. It was lucky that 
Vol. II. H he 
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he ftopp'd there, and did not likewilc 
think of driving me out of the room. 
Had he thought of that, and commanded 
his warriors to inveft it, I had certainly 
furrender^d at difcretion as well as Ba- 
tifle, as we are quite ignorant of the art 
of attacking and defending places^ How- 
ever his indignation was all vented againft 
the mules : and here I would have you 
take notice by the by, how Ikill prevails 
over bodily ftrength. The four bcafls 
have certainly ten, if not twenty times, 
more ftrength than he and any of his 
fellows put together; yet they were pre- 
fcntly turned out into the yard, though the 
Calejferos ran to tell him in a moft fubmif- 
iive ftrain, that they had juft acabada la 
cevada (eaten their chopped Jlr aw J and 
that elCavallero (meaning me) was going 
in three minutes. In England this would 
oot have happened, as the commoa- 
people there are more upon a par with 
colonels and generals than that of Spain. 
An Engliih Tago^ or a Wellh Dom 

Manuelo^ 
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Manuelo^ would upon Tuch an occafioil 
have (hown a clenched fifl to the peevifti 
old fellow 3 and his fold.iers would no 
more have thought of touching than of 
eating the mules. But all countries 
have conftitutions of their own, which 
are productive of this and that good, and 
fubjed: to this and that evil. 

My poor cohducSbrs, each of their 
limbs ihaking with terror> came running 
to tell me, that they had put to; and 
begged I would inftantly run away from 
that formidable enemy to mules. But I 
had feen from the window the whole 
regiment advance towards the Pofada^ 
and being willing to view it, bad them 
go flowly on and wait for me at fome 
. diftance. The regiment is indeed very 
fine. Fine horfes, fine men, all well 
armed, and very well drefled. 

Having fatisfied my curiofity and 
looked at fome of the officers' ladies who 
came on in chaifes and alighted at the 
Pofada, I went to join my timid Calefle- 

H 2 rosj 
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ios, and, continuing our jdiirney through 
a defart, we redched Meaxdras pretty 
late in the evening. ' Here I flipped m 
conipliance With that unavoidable uni- 
formity of which r talked yefterday. 
iThen I went to take a walk about the 
village^ I fpied the ruins of a caftle, and 
thither diredted my fteps. Near thbfc 
*ruins a clergyman was fitting on a ftonc 
quite alone. I bowed, he bo wed . Criada 
de 'vojied, Senor Cur a : Criado de vojled^ 
CavaJlero. Pray, what arc thefc ruins ? 
Thofe of a Moorifli caftle, faid the cu- 

■ 

rate with an air of affability ; and without 

« 

any further ceremony he entered upon 
the hiftory of it, and informed me of the 
rife and fall with as rapid a vplubility of 
fpeech as ever I heard, to my no fmal! 
latisfacftion. I wifli I could meet often 
with fuch men during the remainder of 
my journey. We parted after a full hour's 
confabulation about the Moorifh people, 
that were once powerful in this very pro- 
vince of EJlrema4ura Efpdhola. He 

thinks: 
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thinks that fome of their defcendants are 
ftill lurking in fcveral parts of the counr 
try, openly living like chriftians, but fe- 
cretly praftifing fome Mahometanifm, 
Yet, faid he, their fear of being difco- 
vered has always been fo great, ever fincc 
the edidi: of general expulfion in 1610, 
that, daring not to fpeak Arabick even 
^mongft themfelves for fear of being 
overheard, they have loft it, and with it 
the greateft part of their religion, which 
will totally perifli of itfelf before it is 
long, and all of us be (j) Chrijlianos Vtejos^ 
probably before another century is elap- 
fed. Could I vifit the moft unfrequented 
parts of Granada and Andalufiay I would 
enquire more about thefe Mori/cos and 
their remains. By the monuments they 
have left in all parts of thi» kingdom they 
feem to have been a brave breed of men. 

{a) "Old Christians, is a title which Spaniards 
.give themfelves^ to let others know that they are not <&- 
Jcended from Jews or Morifcos whoj when convertedy 
ai-e called CHKisTiAiJos NuEvos, New Chris- 
tians, 

H3 As 
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As the ftioon (hone bright, I rambled 
about the village a while, after having 
parted with the good curate. In turning 
a corner I met with fome men and women 
who fat on benches talking together and 
enjoying the freflinefs pf the night, 
while fome children of both fexes were 
playing in the midft of the ftreet. Muo-- 
(hachita^ faid I to a fprightly girl who 
curteiied to me of her own accord, will 
you tell me my way to the Pofada of Tia 
Morena ? In this country they give the 
appellation of Tia {Aunt) to all old wo- 
men of low rank. Turn that corner, 
faid the girl, and it is the fecond houfe on 
your left hand. Take this for your kind- 
nefs, faid I, giving her a fmall coin. 

Her play-fellows who faw me reward 
an anfwer, were prefently about me. 
Sehorj Senor, deame un qu(trtillo tambien^ 
^' give me ^? farihing too'' I diftributed 
as many as I had, and each of them 
would have had one but that their cries 
jirew more boys and girls from the neigh- 

bpurhood 
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bourhood in an inftant. T a mi tambien^ 
Senor^ y a mi^ y a mi. One pulled me by 
the coat, one took me by the hand or 
arm, one called me by a foft name, ope 
by another. Finding my coins run fhort 
of their numbers, I told them I had none 
left; but that I would find more if they 
would come with me to Tia Morena. Do 
you think I fpoke to the deaf? No. 
One and all (hewed great joy at the un- 
expected offer, and environed by them I 
went to the T^ia. She had heard the 
noife at a diftance, and trembled to hear 
it approach; and Batifte, who diftin-* 
guiflied my voice amongft fifty, prcfently 
concluded I had brought myfclf into 
fome diftrefs, and ran up flairs for his 
hanger. I called the ^ia out with a mofl 
imperious voice, and ordered her to bring 
me inftantly all the ^artilhs fhe had in . 
her till. Then pufhing the boys and 
girls pell-mell into the Court-yard, bid 
two tall fellows to fhut the gate and 
leave only the wicket open for my little 

H 4 folks 
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folks to go out one by one, giving them 
a ftri^ charge not to let any in of thofo 
I /hould fend out. The boys and girls 
prefs'd all upon me for a ^artilloy and 
each would be firft to receive it. How- 
ever, beckoning to one of them, Who 
art thou?' faid I in a thundering tone of 
voice. To Joy Phelipito^Senor. Well:. 
Phelipito, falta y grita^ Biva el Rey^ 
^^ yump and cry^ Long live the JQng.'* 
' Little Philip jump'd and cried, had the 
^artilh, and was turned out at the 
wicket. Who art thou? Soy Terejta^ 
Joy Mq0a, Joy Pepito^ Joy Antonieto^ Joy 
this andT^j^ \^^x>. (Joy means / am) ^alta 
y griULi They all told their names one 
after the other, all gave a jump, all cried 
Bh(i el Rey^ and all were fucceffively 
turned out with a ^artillo a-piece, efpc- 
dally the boys; becaufc as to the girls, 
and thd taller ones moft particularly, I 
have fome notion that they had more than 
one. Alas ! It is impoflible to keep one's 
integrity, when maidens tempt ^ and to 

bs 
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be perfeiCtly impartial is no innate qualify 
in man when they are in bis way ! 

Be this as it will, ever fince Meaxaras 

was fo named by the Moors in Alderha^ 

* 

mei%% days, never have its inhabitants had 
fo joyful a night as this. Great was the 
tumult, and many were the ears both of 
boys and girls that I pulled, as the little 
rogues creeping between the legs of the 
men that guarded the wicket, came back 
again for another jump, another Bha^ 
another ^artillo. I caught feveral of 
them that were thus dealing in, and they 
pretended they were but juft come and 
'had not had their due: but it was not 
diflicult to find inftantly out thofe who 
told a lye, becaufe afking abruptly their 
pames, thofe who had already given 
♦heirs, could not injmediately offer ano- 
ther; and I caught their ears as they he- 
fitated, and puU'd, and made them fqueak 
like pigs. It is true that out of tender- 
nefs to the girls I did not hurt them 
jnuph, and eveij ran a ^artillg into their 

hands 
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hands while I held them by an ear ; but 
the wicked little wenches cried as loud as 
if I had flead them, and thus concealed 
to the boys the diftindlion they received. 
Upon my credit, you would have been 
aftoniflied at their fagacity, and how rea- 
dily they caught my meaning. Some of 
them would even fqueeze the hand of 
the donor, and look up to him with a 
fweet fmile without ceafing their mock 
fcreams. Mufti tell you all ? One of 
them had more than ten ^af-tillos at 
once; and why ? Becaufe her name was 
Paolita. That name was too powerful 
for my impartiality. 

The ^artillo's being at laft all gone, 
I difmifled them with a fhort exhorta- 
tion .to be all good boys and good girls, 
and the feaft ended with a univerfal 
fhout to the Cavallero. All went away 
much more pleafed with the manner of 
the thing than with the; thing itfelf, an4 
1 as ufual got to my pen and ink. 

L E T- 
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LETTER XLIII. 

H^aps ofjlones with crojfes. An odd way 
qfcompofing infer iptions* A brave Eng" 
lijh girl 

Truxillo, Sept. 27, 1760, 

TH E little care that is taken in - 
thefe provinces of the public 
joads, would have put my neck in dan- 
ger, had I not alighted often during 
the fix leagues from Meaxaras to this 
town. Yet they might be mended and 
rendered durable at no great expencc 
in my opinion, as the ground is every 
where dry and firm. This Truxillo (in 
antient times Turris yulii) has a very 
fine afpcdt from a diftance, as it ftands 
on a high ground : but when you are in 
it, you find it a very difagreeable town. 
The ftreets are ill paved with broken 
flints, the houfes irregularly built, and 
very low. 

A bow- {hot from the gate at which 
I entered, there arc many heaps of 
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Hones ill- cemented together with mor- 
tar, diforderly fcattered on eadi fide of 
the great road. On each heap a wooden 

« 

crofs has been erefted. I fuppofe the 
Truxillians have more devotion to the 
crofs than their neighbours, fin cc they 
have more than thirty fuch crofles before 
. that gate. Few of their houfes have 
glafs in their windows, but fhutters 
only, after the manner of the Portu- 
guefc country-towns. 

Over the gate oppofitc to that at 
V'hich we entered, I fpent half an hour, 
endeavouring to decypher an infcription 
over an arch, though to no purpofe. 
Both the infcription and the arch are 
modern. The abbreviatures of the in- 
fcription arc in a very odd tafle. Per- 
haps its author thought he imitated 
thofe of the ancient Roma'ns ; but be- 
tween the antient Romans and the mo- 
dern Truxilians, there is fcarcely fo 
much difference, as between their ways 
pf compofing infcriptions. Suppofe one 

' of 
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of thefc learned wants to exprcfs Charles 
Emanuel king of Sardinia^ he firft writes 
the diphthong CE of a proportionable 
fize; then in the bunch of the diph- 
thong he writes a fmall k and a fmall Sy 
and thus his meaning is clearly exprefled 
in his opinion. See what labours are 
here prepared to future Gravius's and 
Gronovius's ! 

I forgot to tell you that the Pofada 
at Meaxaras (or Midjadas^ as others pro- 
nounce) is a tolerable good inn, and 
T^ia Morena a very cordial and ferviceable 
woman. This Pofada of Truxillo is ftill 
better than that of Meaxaras : but at both 
you muft fend for whatever you want 
to the fhops in the neighbourhood*; and 
it feems that it is the general cuftom 
of Spain to furnifh you with nothing 

• - « 

at fuch places but lodging and light, 
together with the ufe of the fire-place 
to drefs your vidluals, which will be 
drefs'd by the people of the houfe if you 
have no fervant to do it. This Pofadera^ 

2 who 
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who is a young and handfome woman^ 
is ad:ually diflblving in tears ; and fhe has 
rcafon enough for grieving, as the fmall 
pox has killed both her children this 
very morning. When (he was told of 
it, (he fell into a fwoon, from which 
they could hardly recover her in an hour. 
Then fhe fat a long while penfive and 
quiet ; then ftorm*d -, then fwoon*d ; the n 
was penfive and quiet again* She has 
been ftorming in my hearing this half 
hour, and has really awakened my whole 
commiferation. Never have I feen grief 
fo frantickly exprefled, nor heard fuch 
piercing words. The Spaniards have the 
reputation of being endowed with the 
greateft fenfibility of heart ; and I think 
this character of theirs ftrongly exprefled 
in their faces, univerfallyfull of meaning 
both in men and v^omen. Poor Pofa- 
der'a ! I wifli her children had been in- 
oculated like many in England. But in 
this part of the world, far from being 
introduced, inoculation has not yet been 

men- 
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mentioned. It is aftoniflilng how flow 
is the progrefs of any new praiSice, be 
it ever fo ufeful! I have heard when 
I was in England, that our countrymen 
begin to adopt inoculation, and am glad 
of it. This is almoft the only rational 
thing, of which the Italians have not 
fet the example to the other nations of 
Europe. Had it been known by them 
in the golden Medicean days, it had pro- 
bably been pracSifed by this time all over 
Europe, and this poor woman would not 
be overwhelmed by that tempeft of grief 
that is now fhaking her whole foul. 

Having nothing to add of Truxillo, I 
may as well, for the fake of filling a 
page, tell you a pretty thing that a young 
woman of my acquaintance did in Lon- 
don. She was very handfome^ but very 
poor, and obliged to work hard at her 
needle for her bread. A gentleman in 
good circumftanccs flattered her with 
hopes of marriage; but, as I had rea- 

fon 
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fon to think, with a view to have hcf 
on worfc terms. 

After many months cotirtfhip he went 
one day to tell her, that he was going 
in the country for a while> and repeated 
his promifes^with the greateft warmth* 
But wliy don't you niarry me before you 
go ? faid the ingenuous girl. You have 
* been promifing and promifing every day^ 
' and I don't fee why you fhould promife^ 
being your own maftef. 

My artful fpark was fomewhat fuN 
prifed at this plain fpecch, which he 
thought maidenly modefly would never 
permit her to utter, for /he was cer- 
tainly a modeft young woman. But find- 
ing himfelf thus puflied home, to pat 
it ftill off virith decency, he told her 
that he would not have protradted thi» 
bufinefs fo long, but for a reafon that 
he had never dared to tell her. And 
what is that reafon P faid fhe in an alarm. 
Why, my dear, you have not yet had the 

fmall- 
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fmaU-pox i and fhould you have it af^- 
ter marriage and your beauty be deflroyed 
by it» I am but a man like another^ 
and fhould probably repent^ as you know 
that beauty is what chiefly induces men 
to love womeo> and all other good qua« 
lities go for nothing without it. Well, 
faid fhe, your reafons are juft. Go into 
the country ; come to fee me when you 
come back, and we will talk of mar- 
riage no more, until I have had the fmall-** 
poy, that wjB may fee what eflfeds it 
will produce. 

He was no fboner gone than (he had 
herfelf inoculated. In a few weeks fhe 
was quite well, nor was her pretty face 
at all impaired. The Igver came back, 
and was quite fubdued by this coura- 
geous proof of her aiFedtion. He mar-^ 
ried her without delay, and very happy 
he is now in his worthy wife. Our 
Italian girls may love with more ardour 
than the Britifh, but do you know any 
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who could love fo well as my Englifli 
friend? Let the Englifli alone for na- 
tural good fenfe, whatever you may fay 
in favour of Italian imagination . 

LETTER XLIV. 
A tumble-down-hill. Borracho> or fiota. 

Zarayzejoy Sept. aS^ 17(0. 

WE left Truxtllo at ten this morn- 
ing, and during three leagues 
the road was very well. But as we ap- 
proached La Sierra de Mirabete, which 
is a long chain of mountains, I was 
obliged to alight and walk the other two 
leagues to this Zarayzejo. We mounted 
fome hillocks; then defcended; then 
pafled a torrent over a bridge ; then 
mounted again. As we went down to 
the torrent, we were obliged to fupport 
the chaifes, which was not done with- 
out a great deal of fatigue. On the op- 
pofitc rugged rife the fatigue was ftill 

greater* 
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graeter, and, what was worfe, proved 
vain. The road on the declivity was fo 
broken and fo narrow, that one of the 
wheels could not find room enough, and 
down went the chaifc, the mules, and 
Tago ; and down would have been drag- 
ged Dom Manuelo, Batifte, and his maf- 
ter, had we not let go the ropes with 
which we fupported the chaife, mak*- 
ing the greateft efforts to keep it upright. 
I really thought that the hardnefs of 
the flones would have proved fatal to 
poor Tago ; yet he got but two or three 
imall contufions, though he fell from 
a very fteep height, and rolled down it the 
length of twenty feet at leaft. The chaife 
had part of its tackle broke, but wa$ 
icon mended with ropes, and the mules 
got off quite unhurt. With the affiflance 
of the other two that had happily drag- 
ged the other up the fleep, we got mine 
out of that bottom, all of us putting a 
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hand to the work^ and not without dan« 
gcr of falling ourfelves among the crigg* 
of the declivity. 

Subjea to fuch accidents are thofc 
who go in chaifes about thefe defolatc 
regions, where few people travel becaufe 
the roads are bad, and where the roads 
are bad becaufe few people travel. 

Half an hour after having mounted 
this difficult Cue^a, I came ftill a-foot 
to Zarayzejo, quite fpent with fatigue and 
with walking in the rage of the fun 
that reverberated from the continued 
rocks. The man of the Pofada told ma 
on my arrival, that this is a fmall and 
wretched village, where nothing is to 
be feen that deferves notice; therefore 
I threw myfelf on a bed and flept till 
it was quite dark. I forgot to tell you^ 
that yefterday we dined at Puerta Santa 
Cruz, another wretched village, which 
lies at the foot of a high and naked 
hill : but to-day's dinner was eaten on 

that 
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that craggy declivity, fitting on its ftoncs 
after having got the chaife off. We 
drank our wine tour a tour out of a fkin- 
bag, which is called Borracho and Bota, 
hoth by the Portuguefe and the Spaniards. 
Our s h6lds about five gallons, and we fill 
it wherever we find the liquor good. 
Yefterday at Santa CrUz we cooled the 
bag in a ftream,, leaving it there a full 
hour : but to-day were forced to drink 
warm, which was uncomfortable enough 
on fo hot a day. How great is the dif- 
ference between travelling through Spaia 
and England ! 
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LETTER XLV. 

Much to be Jeen. Countries moji fertile^ 
in authors. The quejiion of the ediSf 

I 

difcujfed. Would they cut canals. Vir- 
tue wants a rub* Alms-boxes. Sweet' 
fmelling plants^ Goatf and jheet. iVa 
wheat-land^ 

Almaraz, Sept. 29, 1760. 

HE who goes a long journey ought 
to rife early, and not do as I have 
done this morning. I could travel but 
four leagues to-day. It is true they have 
been bad enough to ftand in ftead of 
eight. The two firft we went on mount- 
ing, the other two defcending : but both 
the rife and the fall were fo fteep ancj 
ftony, that I was obliged to walk little 
lefs than the whole way, and through 
fuch by-paths, as proved longer than the 
main road. At two in the afternoon we 
reached a village called las Cafas del Pit- 
(rto^ where with a few quartillos I pro-? 
cured myfclf the company of fome boys 
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and girls, who came to fliow me the 
way crofs a thick foreft, dancing and 
capering before me for more than a 
league. This was a pleafant diverfion 
which rendered my walk lefs difagree- 
able: yet it was nothing at all when 
compared to the mirth at Meaxaras. 

We have now gone three days over 
mountains very high, and part of them 
very woody. The weather was this morn- 
ing fomewhat rainy. Had it been fine 
I would have clambered up a craggy 
hill and vifited the Cajiillo oi Mirabete^ 
which ftands on the moft elevated fum- 
mit in this province. That caftle is a 
league diftant from Zayrazejo, and was 
a work of the Mori/cos. They had given 
Arabic names to almoft all the towns, vil- 
lages, mountains, vallies, and rivers of 
this diftridt, which they poflefled for many 
centuries, and many of thofe names arc 
ftill preferved. I wifli I knew Arabicky 
that I might trace their meaning and ori- 
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ginal : but there is never an end of my 
vain wiflies. 

That caftle of Mir abet e, by which the 
whole Sierra has taken its denomination^ 
is now entirely uninhabited, though not 
intirely ruined. A fhepherd told me^ 
that there h(^ mucho que ver (much yet ii 
to be feenj particularly fome mofaick 
ftones and walls encrufted with parti-? 
coloured pieces of marble. Indeed, if I 
could afford the expence, I would run 
over all Spain, in fpight of its bad ac* 
commodations, and vifit moft particu- 
larly the tops of its numerous nioun- 
tains, on which the Morifcos chiefly de^ 
lighted to build. The fatisfadion that 
would be the confequence of my difco- 
veries and remarks, would amply re- 
pay me the fatigue of fuch a ramble* 
Innumerable are the objedls of curiofity 
up and down this large kingdom that 
deferve to be feen, examined, and der« 
fcribed. Italy, France, and England 
may juftly be confidered as counti'ies the 

moft 
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moft fertile of authors that ever exifted ; 
yet it is aflonifhing how little is to be 
found in their languages about the flatc 
of Spain, either before or after the Mo-- 
rijcos quitted it. Of that nation which 
poffefled the greateft part of it for feve- 
ral centuries, and were ia it from 713 
to 16 10, we fcarcely know any thing 
with regard to their domeftick way of 
living, their laws, arts, fciences, trade, 
manufadtures, and agriculture. Yet about 
a million of them ftill exifted not fo much 
as two centuries ago, according to fome 
authors. Mariana^ in the fupplement to 
his own hiftory, does but fay in general 
terms, that the number of thofe who 
were driven out of Spain was incredible. 
That incredible number, or that mil- 
lion, was expelled this kingdom in 16 Jo 
by a formidable edifl: of Philip III. In 
this^ age which abounds in mighty phi- 
lofophers infinitely more than any ever 
did, it has been, and is flill, a fafhion 
to ftigmatize the Spaniards of that age 

for 
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for having been guilty of fuch a political 
error as to deprive their kingdom at one 
blow of that vaft number of inhabitants. 
Monjieur de Voltaire and the whole tribe 
of his admirers, have very gravely def- 
canted on this fubjeft, and endeavoured 
to make the people confider that ex- 
pulfion, as no lefs inhuman than im- 
politicah What ? fay thefe wife heads : 
Deprive a million of people of their na- 
tive homes, and drive them away, men, 
women, and children I Folly never to . 
be retrieved, and cruelty never to be pa^ 
ralleled but by St. Bartholomew's maf^ 

fecreJ 

Thefe exclamations appear fo plaufible, 
that I am almoft afraid to offer a word of 
apology for Philip III, though I enter- 
tain fome fufpicion that the parade of 
humanity made by our modifh wits, has 
ibme tendency towards forwarding irre- 
ligion and countenancing rebellion. Let 
us however recolleft, with regard to 
that famous edidt, that all the Spanifh 
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reprobates of thofe times, their rebels, 
tray tors, and rogues of all denominations, 
ufed to take refuge and find concealmentj, 
if not protection, amongft the Morifcos % 
and that thofe Mahometans, though long 
fubdued, ftill looked upon themfelves as 
lawful mafters of the whole country, and 
^vould in confequence of that perfuafion, 
co-operate openly or fecretly with the 
French, the Englifh, the Africans, and 
with every enemy to Spain: and thus 
keep it in inceflknt difquiet, fufpicion, 
and alarm. Confidering only this with 
impartiality, can we really blame that 
cdidl, which only drove them to their 
original country? Nay more, can wc 
forbear to praife the Spaniards for their 
great moderation in only banifhing the 
Morifcos. 

It is true that by afting as they did, 
the Spaniards deprived themfelves of a 
vaft number of artifts, hulbandmen, and 
foldicrs. But ftill they aded as the go- 
yprnor of a citadel would do, who bc- 
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lieved a part of his garrifon refolved to 
revolt and fide with his beliegers the mo- 
ment they ihould come to a general af- 
fault. I muft, fays the governor, either 
drive thefe traytors out of thefe walls, or 
put them all to death, or perifli myfelf. 
If I put them to death, the world will 
tax me with cruelty ; and if I drive them 
out, diey will augment the army with- 
out. Brother-foldiers, what muft I do ? 
Let us^ not embrue our hands in fo much 
blood— but they are traytors, and we 
jnuft get rid of them. They will go 
and encreafe the army of our enemies and 
leave our garrifon incomplete; but thofe 
that remain will atft with unanimity: 
We fhall then have only our enemies to 
fear: vw lofe numbers, but we get 
ftrength. 

This in all probability was the reafon- 
ing of Philip and hi^ council when th«Q 
expuliion of the Morifcos was refolved 
upon. One of two great evils was to be 
fufFered, and the Jeaft was chofen. Why 

they 



they are to be called barbarous for it, is 
beyond my comprchenfion. 

Of the many writers who have made 
mention of the Morifcosy none ever gave 
me any fatisfaftion, except ATi/v^/g-^r^; and 
yet he fpoke but very little of them in 
thofe letters which he wrote to our great 
Colle6tor of Travels GiambattiJlaRannufioy 
when he went ambaffador from the Ve- 
netians to the Emperor Charles V. From 
thofe letters, compofed by Navagero out 
of his own journal, we colledl that the 
Morifcos in their drefs, cuftoms and man- 
ners, as well as in their language, were 
much different from any of the Europeaa 
nations; worthy therefore to have been 
examined by an European philofopher 
with a much greater attention than Nava- 
gero feems to have had. Their arts and 
fciences were neither few nor contempti- 
ble. The learned have often in their 
mouths the names of fome of their hi- 
ftorians and phyficians, but indeed their 

names 
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names only. Tradition informs the Spa-* 
iiiards, that the Mori/cos had likewife a 
great many poets. But their produdlions 
arc now loft to Europe, and we know 
not whether Africa has preferved them. 
Their knowledge of agriculture is al- 
lowed on all hands, and the remains of 
their buildings, efpecially thofe at Gra- 
nada, defcribed by Navagero and others, 
bear witnefs to their fkill in architefture. 
But European incurioufnefs has fuffered 
their excellencies to fink into oblivion. 
We are at prefent perfedlly ignorant of 
the Arabick dialedt which they fpoke ; 
jgborant of their fciences, arts, and cha- 
radteriftical peculiarities. Yet an atten- 
tive and curious traveller might ftill 
glean about this country fufHcient mate- 
rials for an interefting account of that 
people, by defcribing with exadlnefs 
thofe ruins of their former habitations 
that ftill exift, by fearching for tradition 
in the old fongs, romances, and chronicles, 

both 
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both Spaniifh and Arabick, that have fliil 
a run amongfl: this people, or lie concealed 
in their libraries, and forming dedudtions 
of what was once from what is ftill left* 
If a King of Spain knew well what 
country he has, he would in my opinion 
be one of the moft powerful monarchs of 
the world. Let canals be cut through 
the provinces that they may be eafily irri- 
gated, which may be done in a few years 
by an abfolute and rich King, zs the 
Kings of Spain are, and will long be. Let 
jftrift ceconomy be eftabliftied, and agri- 
culture encouraged with liberality; and 
the natural fecundity of the Spanifli- 
ground will feed many more millions 
than it now contains. This is the uni- 
form cry of all the judicious Spaniards 
with whom I have converfed before I 
came to vifit thefe regions; and I think 
them right fince I have feen miremadura. 
I have obferved amongft other things, 
that the higher parts of this province na- 
turally produce green-'Oaks, whofe acorns 
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are almoft as good to eat as our almonds^ 
or rather our chefnuts. Byt nothing is 
done towards augmenting the number of 
tbofc trees. If they were cultivated 
wherever they would grow, Eftremadura 
alone would be able to furniflb half Eu^ 
rope with good hams, as numberleft 
fwine might be fed here at almoft no ex- 
pence, as I am told it is done a little fur-* 
ther towards Madrid ; and the fwine that 
feed upon the acorns of the green-oak, 
are you cannot think how good. But 
neither that, nor any other kind of culti- 
vation is much thought on in thefe parts, 
and both mountains and vallies are mife«* 
rably negleded ; therefore the province 
has a great fcarcity of inhabitants, and 
few or none of them opulent. They eat 
little, are covered with rags, and lodge 
meanly. It is true that a very little fuf- 
ficcs them to keep foul and body together, 
becaufe they are doubtlefs the moft tern-* 
perate people upon the face of the gIobe# 
Nor are they ambitious of drefs, for not 
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tVeii their priefts have good coats on tHeii* 
backs. Then they are fo indurated by 
their hard mariner of living, that they 
can lie on their naked floors in winter^ 
and even in the open air in fummer with- 
out inconvenience. They certainly en- 
joy a kind of happinefs by living in this 
carelefs manner, fatisfied with the pre- 
fent for want of knowing better, and per- 
fedly unmindful of the future; and that 
they arc not very unhappy, their chearful 
looks, as well as their general healthi- 
nefs, fufEciently teftify. But it is not 
the intereft of their King that they 
Ihould lead a life of indolence, howevet 
happy they may be i nor is it, I think, 
their own to bafk through life in fordid 
and hungry negligence, when they 
might have plenty, and perhaps elegance, 
with care (hort of anxieties, and labour 
(hort of fatigue. 

The Eftremaduran mountains contain 
likewife very fine marbles of different 
hues ; but, fince the Morifcas were driven 
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out> perhaps not a fingle edifice of mar- 
ble has ever been raifed throughout this 
province. It is apparent that the Af^- 
rifcos were infinitely more labgriouB and 
induftrious than their fucceflbrs^ if we 
credit the innumerable remains of caftLes 
and towers which they have left all about 
thefe cliffs and rocks. The caftle of 
Mtrabete already mentioned, was not only 
a large building, but was furrounxled with 
a large garden, the walls of which are 
yet flanding in a good meaiurej and 
thofe who made it, muil certainly have 
had . fome flream to water it upon the 
elevation on which it was. But the Span*- 
iards, who during their wars with- the 
Morlfcou were a valiant race of men, 
grew idle as foon as they got rid of them, 
and degenerated into an inactivity not to 
be well conceived but by rambling over 
Ejiremaduray and comparing its prefent 
with its former flate. Thus did the 
Romans after they had annihilated Car- 
thage. They dwindled away, propor- 

tionably 



tidn^ly as fail as th« Spaniards after thd 
full recovery artd peaceable pofleffion of 
their ancient kingdooi. Thus have other 
nations funk from their grandeur as Toon 
as their eniemies and rivals were bereft of 
the power of hurting. That virtue may 
prcfcrve itfclf alive and bright, obftacles 
and contention are neceffary; otherwifti 
it will grow rufty and perifli. Thiis will 
the Engliih do, the bravcft nation of the 
prefent world. Let them be once pof- 
fefled of the whole circuit of commerce, 
at which they have long ainied, and 
which they are in a fair way of obtaining. 
The firft confequence of that wi(h'd-for 
poffefiion will be immenfe riches, thd 
fecond emafculation, and the third fo 
many vices and follies, as will totally 
annihilate their induftry as well as their 
bravery ; and fome poor defperate natiotl 
will at laft do to them what they are ac-- 
tually doing to others • But let us not 
lofe ourfelves in this fort of telefeopic 
reafoning. 

Ka K^ 
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. As foon as you reach any habitatioir in 
this Eftremaduraf fome male or female 
beggar comes about you, holds up an 
alms-box, and craves with much earneft- 
nefs for a Lemofnita por las almas ^ " A 
^^ fmall alms for the fouls in purgatory ^ 
The number of thofe who have no other 
trade but that oi pedir por Dios, is indeed 
too large in this region, as they think it 
very meritorious befides that they find it 
convenient. Yet, inftead of begging for 
God's fake^ or for the fouls, and inftead 
of tormenting the living for the relief of 
the dead, they would do much better to 
give themfclves other concerns. Befides 
the oaks on their mountains, they have 
other trees in their vallies that would 
cafily furnifh them with eifeftual means to 
live better than cafual alms. But things 
have now been brought to fuch a pafs in 
their prpvince, that if they fhould be- 
come willing to apply to culture, it 
would fcarcely be in their power fo to 
work, unlefs the government would ' 

provide 
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provide them both with implements and 
with inftrudors. 

About half a league from Cafas del 
Puerto, the Tagus is crofled again over a 
bridge compofed of two wide arches, 
which, they fay, was a work of the Ro- 
mans. There the waters of that river 
are of a brick colour, but fo deep, that 
they might poflibly be made navigable: 
and fo might thofe of the Guadiana down 
from Mhida to the fea. But not a boat, 
great or fmall, have I feen on thofe two 
ftreams in Spanijh EJiremadura, nor any 
kind of dike, dam, nor other invention to 
fubftrad: any part of thofe ftreams, and 
turn it from its natural channel for the 
purpofes of agriculture. 

Rofemary, lavender, fage, thyme, and 
other fweet-fmelling plants, grow plen- 
tifully about the wildeft parts of thefc 
mountains and vallies, and make journey- 
ing on foot very pleafant with their 
fragrancy. I have feen yefterday and 
Jp-day fome fmall heid« of goats and 
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(Hetp, Md ^m fatisfied that larger might 
be had, would thefe people be at the 
tfotible. 

This village of AlfHardz is as poor a$ 
tbsbi of Zarayzijo^ and has nothing re- 
mirkabkj but the ronrtarlticalnefs of its fi- 
taatidi>. The fight from the Pojada'^ 
'>tittdcy«^rd ftirts oVc^ a ttt€i df rocky court- 
try not totally deprived of ttecs. Scarce 
any wheSt-kfld iS to be feen from 7r//Arr 
iUo, ind I may fay fripm M&ida to th^ 
phpe. 

L te T Y E R XLVt 

WJat j^roand again ^ Hofy friars andfr^tt^ 
girh. Chewing- trf acorns. An odd or-^ 
gan. Widows lighting candles. Stuff 
ahd Jltff when I have nothing elfe. 

Naval Moral, Sept. »3> VJ^Op 

IT is eTeven in the morning, and I am 
only two leagues from Almaraz^ be-, 
caufe I cannot refolve iipbh rifing betimes* 
It fecnis as if the idleiiefs of this country 
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iVas catching. While the mules arc eat- 
ing their chopped ftraw, I may as well 
be at my quill. 

I am at laft out of the mountains, and 
to-day's journey has been and will be 
jperfbrmed on flat-ground. At the dif- 
fance of a league from Almaraz I went 
along fome wide vineyards that belong to 
a convent of Dominican Friars. How 
beautiful the grapes that hung all about ! 

Adjoining to thofe vineyards there are 
houfes where thofe grapes are collededt 
and the wine made. That wine I had 
heard much commended by my Cal^eros^ 
and I muft tell you by the by, that the 
two fellows love to drink rather in the 
German than in the Spanifli way. As 
our Borracho was near empty, I alighted 
at thofe houfes to fill it. I mean, that I 
alighted at an inn, and was furprized to 
find, not that it belongs to thofe friars^ 
but that they themfelves have the fuper- 
intendance of it. Three or four of them, 
middle-aged and grave perfanages, were 
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in that inn, chatting with the fcrvant^. 
maids, amongft whom I qould not help 
to take notice of one very lively and 
(mart, her head high, her neck of fnow, 
befides an eye fo fuUqfluftre! Nonco^ 
Ca/ypfo's nymphs would any poet dare to 
cpippare to fuch a Senora. She is niece 
(one of the friars told it me) to an old 
woman there, who is a§ lean as j^ gothic 
pillar; but it is the niece and not thq 
aunt that plays the landlady and receives 
the cuftpmers' money. J never would 
marry that I might turn friar, and never 
turn'(i friar that I might marry whenever 
I fhould lift ; but there I was neiif lofing 
my liberty one way or the other, 

Jefting apart; A man ought not to bc: 
hafty in thinking ill of his neighbours j; 
but my neighbours ought alfo to take 
ibme care not tp giv? a man any motive 
fpr thinking ill. If I had feep friars in 
Italy fuperin tending an inn of their own, 
with handfpme wcqchps in it by way of 
fervants, I queftioQ yi^hethef* I fhpuM 

ever 
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ever have had the good opinion I have of 
tjheir exaftnefs in the obfervance of their 
vow$. Whatever coat we may wear, 
wc are all fragile, and much holinefs 
i$ required to refift near temptations. 

The dame that refemblqs a gothic pil- 
lar, afked me if it was true that the Pope 
has excommunicated the Portuguefe an4. 
prohibited them to tell their beads. She 
has heard, it feems, of the prefent fquab- 
bles between the courts of Rome and Ltf' 
ion I and I fuppofe that befides the an- 
tipathy which animates the Spanifti and 
Portuguefe vulgar againft each other, her 
good landlords the friars fide with his ho^- 
linef^, when they difcourfe over fuch 
matters at their inn. This in all proba- 
Ijility put her upon afking me thofe ri- 
diculous queftions. I anfwered them in 
the ijegative, got again into my chaife, 
crofTed a large forefl of green oaks, and 
bit their acorns to beguile the way. In- 
deed they tafte very much like chefnuts. 
There are none fuch in o\\v weflejrn parts 
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of Italy> and I never he^rd of any in the 
eaftern> which I have not yet vifitcd. On 
i pinch t think they would do for fodd, 
both raw and roafted. 

At l^a'oil M^rdl we alighted to bait, 
and# while the caleflcros were eating, I 
went to fee a church juft by the Pofada. 
Inhere they were finging a great maft 
at the found of an organ, of which the 
tube^y inftead of pointing ilraight up-^ 
wards, as in all organs, 1 ever faw, lie 
reclined outwards and hang down %t^ 
wards the people beloW, prefenting theit 
extremities in the form of trtimpets* ends. 
A friar was playing on that odd organ 
with aftoniftiing maftery. I Wondered 
to fee many women in the church who 
fat about on their heels, wholely hidden 
by their black mantles, and with many 



fmajl w*af candles lighted before them, 
I afked the meaning of thofe lights, and 
was anfwered that the wbfti<fn who had 
them before, were Widows who lighted 
them in order to eafe (he fottls of their 

dead 



I ^39 ] 

dead hufbands. I don't know whether 
the nOmbef of their refpedtive candles 
implied the nunaber of their refpe<ftivc 
hufbands. Some had but one, fome 
two or thr6e, fonie fo far as feven. Per- 
haps they only indicate their greater or 
lefs degrees of devotion or affeftion, 

NoSlurnal Postscript Jrom the Calza-- 
^a de Orope:za. Coming out of Navdi 
Morale we entered another foreft quite 
9S fine as that of Ardenna^ fo celebrated 
in our romances, in which knight- er- 
yants ufed formerly to go in fearch of 
adventures. After a good league it open- 
ed into a vafl plain limited on both 
fides by high mountains, the tops of 
which, efpecially thofe on my left, were 
covered with fnpw, in defiance of the 
fun that fhines again very hot. I had not 
been fenfible of its force thefe three days 
paft, becaufe the morning rains and the 
evening mifls blunted the fharpnefs of 
Its beams. But to-day I have felt its 
fury again, as much as v^hen I was on 
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the other fide of the Efiremaduran hills. 
It has made me fo tawney fince I firft 
faw the mouth of the Tragus ^ that, if it 
continues to roaft me a fortnight longer, 
you will on my reaching home miftake 
me for the bliack king in Meta/lajio'% 
Dido ; or at leaft for an outgrown Savoy- 
ard-boy of thofe who roll down Mounts 
Cents and Mounf-Genevrf every year about 
Odlober, and go to play the Chimney- 
fweepers about Piedmont and Lombardy. 
This Calzada is the beft village I have 
as yet fecn fince I left Lijbon ; and my 
prefent Pofadera, though a young wo- 
man, is not fo fhy as all the young wo- 
men I have met with on this road. She 
loves to talk and afk queftions, and we 
prated together for above an hour. 
Amongft other things fhe has aflured 
me, that the women of this place are 
the moft modeft in all Spain. She pities 
me for going to Madrid, where Las Mu- 
geres fon muy atrevidas^ Wofnen are very 
fiudacious, as her hufband has told her, 

who 
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who was there but laft month for a whofe 
week* To calm her kind uneafinefs With 
regard to my journey there, I have given 
her my word, that, if ever I marry in 
Spain, I will pofitively come to the Cal^ 
zada for a wife, and beg of her to help 
me to. the beft, which fhe has cordially 
promifed to do, and wiflies it may be 
foon. 

May be you will find fault with my 
telling this and other petty tranfadions 
of mine. But confider that I cannot 
every moment have an earthquake ready 
at hand, nor pompous patriarchs at every 
ftep, nor kings playing the mafons, nor 
loads of Jefuits (hipp'd off for Civita 
Vecchia. Such grand topics do not oc- 
cur every day, and of fomething I muft 
fill my letters, or break the plan of my 
journal. Thus I write about literature 
when I am juft come out of a library, 
and fcribble about my landlady when at 
an inn. A' man who is giving a full ac- 
count of his travels I hope you con- 
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Eier a^ an hi&Qthn ; and you know tlfaf 
hiilorianSi like deatbi muft knock ajw 
feJe, at tli£ beggar's as at the king's 
lioor. 

LETTER XLVit 

Hog^/ in numbers. A Spanijh countefs. A 
fellow Jiill fober^ and the pijiol loft. 

Talavera la Reyna, 06t. x . x 7 5d. 

FROM the Calzada to this town 
the cDJUOtry is greatly better than 
that which I had left bebiod me ; nor do 
thefe people look fo wretchedly poor as 
thofe who inhabit the hiJJs of EJlrema^ 
dura. Many herds of fwinc are to be 
feen all »long the way I have gone to-* 
day» efpepially in a vaft plain that lies 
unde^r the Cuefta de Oropeza and about 
the V£nta Perahane^as, where the coun- 
try at a diftancc appea^red like a black 
carpet for n very coniiderable /pace* 
XhoMjrands of thofc aninaals (all very 
tJack) aje feat every week during the 
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winter to Talavera, Toledo^ Madrid^ tad 
cveo to Zaragozza. 

Oropeza is a town that gives its name 
to that Cuejla or Biil. A lady lives there 
in a caftle juft by the town* and i^ called 
La Condefa 4e Oropeza. $he is much be- 
loved throughout the country for her ex- 
tenfive charities and liberalities. From 
her windows a vaft profpe(it is cooimandcd* 
I wanted to mount the hill, go to put 
myfclf faj a Jus pies^ and be z witnefs 
to the ftate kept by a Spanifh counted 
when at her own country manfion : but 
the Calejferos perfuaded me to the coa*- 
trary. She is very old, they fay, and has 
retired from court fome years. Tho* /he 
pa/Tes die gre^tefl: part of her time in 
the compa,ny of fome Francifcan nuns, 
whofe monaAery is juft by her caftle;, 
yet (he lives wjtb great fplendour, and has 
4ueaas^ maidsj chaplains, fecretaries^ 
pages, aod livery-fervants to the num- 

(a) At her feet. // is the phrafe ufed in Spain 
vnth ^ ladies^ even tbofe of the middle clafs. 
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bcr of a hundred at leaft. Her ihcdmti 
amounts to near fifteen thoufand poundsi, 
as I am told, and her eftate is to be fhared 
after her death betwen the duke of jilffa 
and that of Medina Sidoniai 

In the plain adjacent to the hill, 
and on the left fide of the great road 
as you come from the Cdlzada, the Fran*- 
cifcan friars have a convent which con- 
tains forty of them* It makes a great 
figure from withoift, but I did not flop 
to vifit it. A little further is Fenta Pi- 
ralvanegas a forry houfe, where I threw 
myfelf on a bed and made my Siefta ; that 
is, I flept an hour, becaufe the weather 
was infupportably hot. My dinner I had 
eaten in the chaife two hours before, and 
we had flopped at a petty town or village, 
called Tor r aha i to drink an azumbrey fb 
they call a wirie-meafure, which contains 
about half a gallon : but 'in fome places 
this meafure is more and in others Icfs 
than at Torraha, as I am informed by the 
calefleros, who have this fort of knpw- 

ledgfe 
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ledge at their fingers' end. When I want 
to be familiar with them, I call one of 
them elConde Borracho^ (that is Dom Ma^ 
nuelo) the other el Marquis Bota^ and Ba- 
tifte el Senor Don Azumbre. They are 
now fo well accuftomed to thefe appel- 
lations, that they call each other by 
thefe names ; and thefe are fome of my 
petty expedients to folace my journey. 
They had jointly told me that at Tor^ 
ralva the wine was excellent; and the 
lovers of Lipari or Genfdno, one a Ro- 
man, the other^ a Neapolitan wine, 
would find that my men are right. 

Here you will fay, that I am grown 
very ftudious about wines, and are going 
to imagine that the Englifli have fpoiled 
me. The Englifti have indeed accuf- 
tomed me to drink a little more than I 
would perhaps ever have done, had I ne- 
ver quitted home. The bottle is their 
chief incitement to fociablenefs ; and too 
great is the number of thofe amongfl 
them who could fcarcely ever be chear- 

VoL. II. L ^>o\ 
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ful without it. Yet I am ilill temperate ; 
and my notice of the wines produced by 
thefe regions, is not out of kindnefs to 
the bottle^ but, in humble imitation of 
all other travellers, merely to heap up 
petty information when nothing moro 
interefling is at hand. 

After the Siejia I bad the calefferds to 
follow me at their leifure, and went 
out of the ^^«/^ with an intention to walk 
two or three miles. I had not gone thus 
a^foot a whple mile when I overtook a 
{mall body of foldiers who were for Ta^ 
lavera like myfelf. 

Soldiers a^re people who will talk to you 
if you will talk to them : and I who am 
as much airiend to converfation as the beft 
of them all, prefently joined them, told 
them almoft without any preamble who 
I was, whence I came, and whither I 
was going, and heard as much of them^ 
together with the name of their regiment 
and of their colonel. They did not walk 
very faft^ to keep pace with a couple 

of 
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of afles that carried their luggage. An 
officer commanded them who marched 
before, mounted upon a nag fo very lean, 
that (a) Rozinante had been a Brigliadoro 
to it. The gentleman did not feem de- 
iirous to enter into converfation with 
me ; fo I let him alone^ and mixed with 
them. 

Amongft many other things I afked 
whether any of them had ever travelled 
cut of their kingdom. Two of thenl 
had, one by fca, the other by land. He 
who had been at fea, fell once into the 
power of an Englifli privateer. But, faid 
he, en la tierra de aquellos hereges la car eel 
es cofa ejpantdhle y de muy grande horror. 

In the land of thoje hereticks a jail is a 
frightful thing and of the greateji hor^ 

ror :'* and to avoid being thrown into 
it, he took party amongft the failors, and 
lived on board the privateer better than 
A year, during which time he applied 

(a) R$zinant§ was Don ^ix^is horfey and Brig^ 
liadoro was Orlando's* 
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(o clofely to their language, that he can 
pow tell from one to twenty* Though 
the Englifti are hereticks, added he, yet 
they are muy v^lientes, *^ vfry valiant** ma-r 
nage a (liip as well as the Spaniards, 
y no tienen mie4o de aquello^ (a) Gavacho^ 
4e Francefes, que, par vi4a 4e SantQ Afito^ 
nio Jon peores de los Inglefes i ** and ar^ 
^^ not at (ill afraid of the contemptible 
^* French J iJoho^ by St. Anthony s Hfe^ are 
*^ worfe than the Englijh.** Their way of 
eating, continued the foldier, is dif-t 
ferent from ours. They don't like much 
garlick, onions, pimenton, (Spanifh pep- 
per) garvanzos (chick-peas) qr abadejo^ 
(fait fifh)i fo that I accuftomed myfelf to 
^ztfalte bfe with them, and ?ould dranke 
4er bere^ which is un bino hecho 4e agua 5 
•^ a wine made with waiter.** The Eng-» 

(a) Gavacho is an injurious appellation beftowed 
on the Freneh by the Spanijh vulgar ^ I know of no fa' 
tisfa£fory etymology of this Vford, The Piedmontefi 
call the Savoyards (and often the French) Gavafs j and 
Gavafs means a Derby-neck^ or a man that has a 
Derby-neck. 

Ufli 
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[ lifli failors, inftead of Pedro Capon, ufed 
to call me Spani Monqui ; which words^ 
by the help of his face, I could eafily 
tranflate into Spanifh monkey. 

The other fellow was ftill more di- 
verting than Pedro Cap6n. No man havd 
1 ever heard lye with fo brazen a face, and 
with fo great a volubility of tongue. He 
had been a corporal in the wars of Italy 
(now he is cdpofquadra, a fergeant) and 
Was in the fiege df Cwieo that was carried 
6n by the joint armies of Spain and France 
id the laft war. 

Inftead of being a toWii (as it is)j and 
itiftead of being chiefly furrounded with 
a mound of earth and faggots, (as it* was 
at that time) Cuneo, faid my Capo-fquadra^ 
is a caftle encompafled with no lefs than 
fevcil marble-walls, each very high and 
very thick i fo that, after having taken 
the firft, as we did in the fir ft attack, 
we had only the feventh part of the bu-* 
finefs done. Aquel fnaldito Cajiilloy con- 
tinued the man, es Jin duda mas grandey 
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masfuerte del tan nombrado Cajiillo de Mi-- 
Ian : *' that curfed cafik is doubt lefs much 
** larger and ftronger than that moji re-* 
•* noivned at Milan J^ Botji bis compa^ 
nions and myfelf were ready tp cry at 
his pathetic dcfcription of the hardlbips 
he had there undergone, along with the 
infant Pon Philip, que fi mojlro alia tan 
bizarro en pelear como qualqviera de nos 
otros i *^ who there Jhawed himfelfas Jiout 
•* in fight as any of us** Bombs, carcafles, 
and cannon-balls cayan a diluvio en el 
campo del Cajiillo^ de lo Exercito Savoyana^ 
y de muchas otros partes^ y con todo ejfo 
l^s pobresjoldados no tenian que comer fi no 
la nieve de aquellas malditas montanas que 
llaman los Apeninos: *' fell as a delude 
^^ from the cafikf from the Savoyard army, 
and from divers other parts ; and for all 
that the poor foldiers had nothing to eat 
•* but the frozen fnow of thofe curfed 
•* mountains called the Appenines.^^ 

It was with difficulty that I put a feri- 
ous face upon thefe aad other lie$ and 

ab- 
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abfurdities of the brave capofquadra^ each 
raifcd upon the back of the other with aa 
aflonifhin g velocity of imagination. Lit- 
tle did the fellow think that he was talk- 
ing to one, who had been two years at 
Cuneoy affifting at thofe fortifications, 
which I left but a few days before that 
fiege : but inftead of fpoiling my fport 
with untimely contradiction, I gave him 
fo much encouragement by my remarks 
on his accounts, that I made him ro- 
domontade away a hundred times more 
than he would otherwife have done. 

With thefe difcourfes, intermixed with 
fome finging and playing from time to 
time, we had advanced little lefs than 
three leagues before I was aware of it, 
fuch was the pleafure I took in the com- 
pany of my fellow-travellers. The calef- 
feros did not appear, and I gave myfelf 
no trouble about them. We faw a ^in-- 
ta ; that is, a country-houfe, which be- 
longs to fome friars, very] large and very 
well built. The heat, walk, and talk, 
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Had by this time made us all very thirftyj 
therefore we left the great road, went to 
it, and begg'd of the lay-friar who has 
it in cuftody, to let us have fome wine 
for love or money. The rude fellow, 
cafting a look of difdain upon us, and 
pointing to a certain place, informed us 
that there was a well there. I don*t know 
whether I grew pale or red with anger at 
this unexpe(9:«d reception. However I 
expoftulated in the mildefl terms ; but he 
was inexorable with regard to the officer 
and foldiers, and would do no more than 
order an old witch of a maid to fetch 
me fome wine in an earthen pot. I was 
within an inch of throwing the pot into 
his face i but abftained, becaufe I faw 
the officer and foldiers Hand filent. The 
officer only faid da gracias a tu habit o; 
^^ thank thy coat ^'' zvA beckoned to his men 
to go to the well. Such a number of 
foldiers in France, would in fuch a cafe 
have behaved vnth much lefs modera- 
tion y or, to fey better, no French friar 

would 
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Would dare to behave as the Spanifh did 
with French foldiers. They told me af- 
ter, that in Spain foldiers and friars 
are no friends ; and they might as well 
have faid that they are mortal enemies. 
Tlie friar refufed a bribe I offered, confi- 
derable enough as I thought for a lay- 
friar. Indignation rufHed the forehead 
of my companions, and a defire of re- 
venge was prefently fhadowed after the 
ftrong manner of Caravaggio in all their 
eyes. We turned our backs in fuUen fi- 
lence, the foldiers with a fcheme in 
their heads, and I much fcandalized at 
the favage inurbanity of the friar. 

About half a mile from the Sluinta 
we found ourfelves by the fide of an am- 
ple vineyard, which the foldiers knew to 
belong to the good fathers of the ^inta. 
The liquor they had not drank, kindled 
their military fpirits in a moment, and 
the demon of devaftation took pofleflion of 
the whole detachment. They broke thrc/ 
a thick and thorny hedge that fcreened 
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the vineyard from the paflengers' rapa- 
city, tore down the grapes, trampled up- 
on them, broke or pulled out the vines, 
together with the poles that fupported : 
them, and in a (hort time did fo much 
mifchief, that for fome years not^ half an 
azumbre will be got in the fpace of a mile j 
nor did they give over until they were per- 
feSly tired, taking care however to carry 
out as many bunches as it was poflible 
for each to hold in both his hands. 

The officer all this while rode calmly 
forwards, and never turned his head to 
them, that he might not know what 
they were doing, and I flood by the aflcSt 
a witnefs of their fury. 

Another hour brought us to Talavera, 
very well refreflied with eating the plun- 
dered grapes, and at the gate we parted 
company.^ They went I know not 
where, and I to the Pofada^ where my 
calcfferos arrived a little after with Ba- 
tifte. I afked them if they had taken 
jiotice of the ruined vineyard. They 

. had; 
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had ; but could not imagine how It had 
happened. I told them in the prefence 
of the Pofadero and his wife, and alked 
if the foldiers were liable to be punifhed 
for fuch an offence. Puni£hed ? faid the 
woman. It is the friar that ought to be 
puniihedy not the poor men. Every body- 
there was pleafed to hear of this exploit, 
and it feems that the low people here 
bear as great a hatred to the friars as the 
ibldiers themfelves, though I had brought 
a notion with me, that the Spaniih vul- 
gar have all friars in the utmoft venera* 
tion. 

, To this adventure which made me 
laugh, I muft add another that vexed 
me. After having walked three or four 
miles from the Vent a Perahanegas^ I 
^und that my coat grew infupportably 
heavy. One of the foldiers offered to 
carry it for me, and I readily ftripped, 
nor did I think of putting it on again 
until we were in fight of this town. In 
the pockets of it there was a fhort piftol 

with 



with an handkerchief which I did fio< 
mifs till we reached the Pofada. This 
made me go about in fearch of the fel-» 
lows* I met with one j then with twoj 
then with two more. Cavallerds^ faid I^ 
one of you deferves not to be your fellow-" 
foldier. He has robbed me of a piftolj 
but fhe theft will be of no ufe to him. 
It is the fellow to this 5 and you fee that 
it cannc^t be charged if it is not unfcrewed 
with this iron; befides that the balls 
muft be of a particular mould r fo that 
inftead of a piftol, he has ftolen but a bit 
of fteel that will fend him to the gallies^ 

They feemed much difpleafed at this 
piece of intelligence, but couM have tys 
guefs at the thief, as my coat had bccrt 
carried by turns, now by one, now by^ 
another; but they promifed to go and 
enquire after it, and to come to the Po^ 
fada if the piftol was found, as they 
thought it would be. 

Two hours after, as I was at fuppef^ 
four of them came, every one fo drunk 

that 
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that they could hardly ftand. Where is 
my piftol, Cavalleros ? Seilor we are come 
to tell you that the piftol is not yet found, 
but you (hall certainly have it a manana^ 
^* to-morrow'' Very well, faid I peeviflily 
and difgufted to fee them fo much in liquor; 
Come a manana^ and you (hall have the 
doubloon I promifed. Si SeSor, Si Senor; 
but be fo good to order us fome little wine 
to drink your health. Saying this one of 
them extended a dirty paw, and feized a 
great handful of a fallad I had before me, 
while another grafped one of my roafted 
patridges. What is this, ye Majaderos 
del Tiiabloy cry'd I. I beat a brafs can- 
dleftick into the face of the fellow that 
had brought the fallad to his mouth, and 
pulling and cocking the piftol, the terror 
of it delivered me of then> in an inftant, 
one with a mouth full, one with the pa-- 
tridge, one with a ihoulder half demo- 
lifhed by a tumble againft the door, and 
one with as hard a kick in his pofteriors 
as Batifte could give. 
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Many people ran at the noife» but the 
rafcals were gone ; and thus ended pur 
tender friendfhip. I fat down again t6 
my /upper with words quick, angry, and 
loud : but cooled by degrees, and ended 
my repaft in tolerable good humour, very 
glad that no worfe had happened. The 
Pofadera and her maids danced a Fan-^' 
dango under the porticb, and when tha$ 
was over I went to my quill as ufuaL It 
has now ftruck eleven, and no foldier 
has appeared ; fo that I give up the piftol 
for loft. 

LETTER XLVIII. 

Another ugly affair. Silk and earthen ma^ 
nufaSlures. A dialogue with a Corre- 
gidor, and a new caleffero. 

Zevolla^ 06K i, X76«. 

A Proverb fays that he who reckons 
without his hoft reckons twice; 
and this is my pre£bnt cafe. I intended 
to fet out early thi morning and had 

given 
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given order to be awaked at four. At 
four I was awaked, not to be told that 
the mules were put to, but that I could 
not fet out, becaufe that the chaifes had 
been ordered to ftay where they were. 

By whon> and why ? By the Corregidor^ 
and becaufe of your Portuguefe Caleflcro. 
The rogue has quarrelled lall night, and 
given a ftab with his knife to a young 
man of the houfe. And where is the fel- 
low? The Pofadero caufed him to be 
arrefted, and the Corregidor being imme- 
diately apprifcd of it, has fent him to 
jail. I wonder you did not hear th6 noifc : 
but you were tired with walking and 
flept foundly. 

And fo, Dom Manuelo is in jail? I am 
forry for the ftab ; but it is very well 
that he is clapp'd up. We (hall be trou- 
bled no longer with him. The old raf- 
cal has made me mad enough, getting 
drunk at every Pofada, and quarrelling 
every night with every body. 

While 
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While I was thus difcourfing with Ba- 
tillc and fomc others, a lady, whom by 
her Mantilla (white veil) I thought Spa- 
Difli, though (he was not, addrefled me 
in Caftilian, and told me, that as a C^:- 
vallero I ought to go to the Corregidor^ 
and foUicit him to take off the embargo 
on the chaifes, amongft which there was 
hers, which gave her the greatcft concern 
as (he wanted to be at Madrid upon bufi- 
ncfs of the utmoft importance. The 
Corregidor, fhe faid, is the chief magi- 
Urate in this town, and if you do not go 
to hims you may poffibly flay in Ta/avera 

m 

much longer than you have a mind. 

This piece of advice was moft wel- 
come. Without giving myfelf time to 
rccolledt that it was too early, I went 
ftraight to the Corregidor's, but could not 
fee him becaufe he was afleep, and was 
told that he would not be vifible till ten ; 
perhaps till eleven, or perhaps till 
twelve. 

2 This 
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^kh was pi*ovbking, but dould not be! 
helped. I went back to the Pdfada, and 
there breakfafted and chatted with the 
lady, a very gentlewoman-like perfon. 
She told me that fhe Was 1 native of Swif- 
ferland and married to a Frenchman whd 
had lived about ten years in Talaverdy 
fuperihtending a filk-manufadture. That 
the Dired:or-general of that manufadlure, 
another Frenchman, had been for feveral 
years a great man there, as Marquis De 
, la Enfenada proved his fteady friend du^ 
ring all the time he was Prime Minifter. 
That after the Marquis's fall, the power 
of that Diredtor fuffered fome diminu- 
tion, and that but a few days ago he had 
been arrefted and fent in irons to Madrid 
under a charge of malverfation. That it 
Was her opinion he would get poorly off, 
as it was notorious that he had fquan- 
defed fome millions of reals in giving 
treats, gaming, and maintaining theatri- ' 
cal princefles. That in his bright days 
he had conceived a great friend(hip for 
Vol. II. M hec 
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her hufband and made him his Secretary 
and chief confident, for which reafon hey 
huiband had likewife been arreiled and 
fent to Madrid three d^ys before. 

I am forry for thi^, interrupted I; aod 
I wifh that your huiband had never been 
acquainted with a man of the chara^er 
you give to the Diredfcor-general. I hopQ 
he is not involved in the crime, but am 
afraid his judges will think him an ac- 
complice/ as he has long been acquainted 
with the Diredlor's bad prances, yQt 
has not given notice of them to the 
King's mifiifters time en9ugh to fzvoj^ 
part of thofe millions. 

As to this; anfwered the lady> I am 
perfedtly cafy,. becaufc the Dire<3:or had 
obtained from the laft King fuch a defpo- 
tick power over all the perfona employed 
in the manufadure, that he could, 
without appeal, fentence to jail^ and 
even to the gallics, whomfoever he 
thought proper ; and a& that power had 
n^ver been recalled by the new King, 

every 
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t^tty body's mouth was ctfe<^ually 
ftopp'd> as it would have been moft 
dangerous to of&nd him^ or only to fall 
under his fufpicion^ 

But» befides this> continued the lady> 
my huiband has another reafon to pleads 
and that is> that during the lafl four yean) 
Ke has incefiantly foUicited his own dif^ 
miffion, which the Diredor would never 
grant. My hufband will now tell the 
motive thtt induced him to wi(h for that 
difmifiion^ which was that on one fide 
he faw the DireiStot' fquander away the 
monies affigned to the matiufaifture, toge-^ 
ther with the profits arifing from it, and 
on the other he dared not open his lips 
for fear of a jail or worfe. 

How far thefe reafon s . will operate in 
favour of her huiband, I know not. But 
as (he intends to fet out forthwith and 
go to Madrid to complain aloud of the 
treatment he has met with, 1 raifed no 
objedion, that I might not damp her fpi- 
rits, well knowing that it is always ad- 
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vantagccus in fuch cafes not to appear 
difmaycd, and to fct off injured inno- 
cence withhold and energctick ' rhcto- 
rick. 

I was much taken with the good fenfe 
and nimblenefs pf tongue of my Swift 
lady, and giving her room^ for further 
difcourfe, flie informed me that about 
ten years ago fome Frenchmen, fugitives 
from Lyons, went to eflablifh the above 
filken manufadture at Ta/avtra. They 
were greatly encouraged by the Spaniih 
miniftry, efpecially by the Marquis De 
la Enfenada, who put it upon ib refpedt- 
able a footing, that it became an iniport- 
ant objed in a very little time. 

It muft be owned to the honour of the 
French, that in thefe forts of affairs they 
are the moft induftrious, ad:ive, and en- 
terprifing people under the fun. Eng- 
land, Holland, and other countries know 
it, fome to their advantage, fome to the 
contrary. I have known feveral of them 
in feverd. parts, who had this iingular 
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turn of mind: but the reverend father 
Norbertf already mentioned, was my 
hero above them all in. this refpedt. 

Without a penny Mrhen he landed in. 
England, without knowing a word of 
the language, and with only a few let- 
ters of recommendation in his pocket, 
father Norbert beftirred himfelf fo well, 
that he began a tapeftry manufa(3:ory, in 
which I faw . little lefs than a hundred 
people employed. He found means of 
getting into favour with the principal no- 
bility and gentry of that kingdom, and 
went on in his undertaking at fuch a 
rate, that had he been lefs vain and vi- 
cious, he would have raifed in a few 
years a defirable eftate. But who can 
give wifdom to a Frenchman whom for-r 
tune befriends ? The m^n, Jik^ the above 
diredlor-general, gave himfelf up to all 
manner of expencc, was foon obliged to 
fly the country, keep himfclf'concealed 
in feveral places, and at laft take refuge 
^n FortugaU where flill he has fo well 
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contrived a6 to obtain a large penfion, 
which he is to deferve by fcribbling 
agaiaft his old enemies the Jcfuits. I 
had a glimpfe of him in the EngH(h 
cx>iFee-houfe at Lijbon, and heard that 
he had changed his name froni Parifit 
to Platel, as he had done before from 
Norbert to Tarifot. It is not in Portugal 
and in other countries as in England^ 
where there are laws againft changing 
one's name : but the good capuchin ne-^ 
ver, troubled himfclf much with any law*. 
A wonderful man ! . Neither the monaf* 
tic life, nor the long beard ; neither the 
ftudy of theology, which he was obliged 
to follow for more than twenty years, 
nor his miffionary peregrinations in many 
parts of the Eaft-Indies ; neither ficknefs^ 

nor old age, could ever fubduc that na* 
tional fpirit of enterprise which led him 
to fet up as a manufaifturer in England, 
where he managed all his numerous de-* 
pendants with as much facility as I do 
Batiftc, 

And 
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And here let me fay it by the by, that 
I fhould be glad to have the point tho- 
roughly difcuffed by fome able cafuift, 
how far the prejudice caufed to one's 
own native country by carrying into ano- 
ther fome peculiar branch of ufeful trade, 
is reconcilable with the laws of morality. 

The clock at laft ftruck ten, and I 
quitted the lady to go to the Corregidor. 
At his door was a tall fellow wrapp'd up 
in an ample black-cloak with a large 
flapp'd hat on his head, exa<StIy after the 
manner of the cuflom- officers at Badajoz. 
He had a white rod in his hand and 
looked very grave. Cavalier o^ faid I, can 
I pay my rcfpedls to the ^ehor Corregidarf 
He turned his head another way. Can I, 
repeated I in a louder tone» and pulling 
him lightly by the cloak, can I pay my 
refpe&s to the Corregidor ? I know not, 
anfwered he : but you may knock and 
afk Senora Fernanda. I knock'di and the 
Senora came to the door. She is old and 
ugly. What does lifted want ? {Vpd 
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ftands for you Sir J Will you plcafe, Se^ 
nora, to let the corregidor know that a 
flranger would be glad to fpeak a word 
with Su MercM? I recollcftcd after, that 
fhe look'd four at the word Merced. 

And who is your Mercidy afked the 
old maidam. 

I am a ftranger, I tell you, quite 
unknown to the corregidor. But an ac-r 
cident happens that forces me to give 
him this trouble. 

• He is getting up, replied Fernanda, 
and I will go to tell him that you want 
to fee him. 

Mil gracias a fu cortesia, faid I : but 
the carujia was, that (he made me wait 
in the ftrect for more than an hour, 
though it rained a little, and though I 
had np capa (black chakj as the fellow of 
the white rod, whom I never could in- 
duce to interchange a period with me by 
way of paffing time, though I addrefled 
him repeatedly. 
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The door at laft was unbolted^ and 
Fernanda (howed me into a large room 
on the ground-flpor, the whole furniture 
of which confifted of little more than a 
thick chefnut-table, and an old-fafliioned 
arm-chair made of the fame wood. The 
corregidor fat there pro tribunalu with 
paper and ink before him. 

Having been told that he was the chief 
magiftrate of the place, and a kind of 
governor in it, I was a little ftartled to find 
him drefled in a very dirty night-gown 
with a white cotton cap not very clean 
on his head. The reception he gave me 
was juft fiich as an emperor would give 
a hangman. I made my beft liow, but 
he looked me fteadily in the face, and was 
motionlefs. Yet I fummoned up all 
my temper, and told my cafe in the moft 
laconic terms, which brought about the 
following fcene* 

Tira- 
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Dramatis Ftrfmtst^ 

Myfelf 2iXvdL Corregidor. 

Jkf. ** I come to intreat VJlid th^t ypu 
" order my caleflcro to be hanged if you 
*' think it proper ; but that you give mc 
•' leave to look for another/' 

C. ^* To be fure^ Jjpd is to look for 
** another, not L I don't look for calef- 
•^feros/' 
M. ** VJied miftakes vay meaning. I 
«* don't want Vfied to do it* I want only 
*' to be gone : but cannot^ if VJlid does 
** not recal the order given laft night 
** that no chaife leave the Pofada: and 
** this \% the only thing I came to beg of 

*^ vjiidr 

C. ** And is TalaveraJa Reyna (o very 
" bad a town> that you want to leave it 
^* in fuch a hurry ? 

M. ** I think VJied is in jefl:. Good or 
^< bad, that is nothing to me. I want to 
" be gone, and cannot without your re- 
vocation 



*» vocation of that order ; fo far at Icaft 
'•as it regards me." 

C. '' I am not in jeft when I tell U/eJ, 
'• that this is a very agreeable town to 
'* live in/' 

M. {Speaking internally) " What fort 
** of a man is this ? Is he ferious or in 
^ jeft ?" (Speaking loud) ; '' Be it fo, 
'• That again is nothing to mc» I am 
'• not come to Spain to admire or depre- 
f * ciate Halavera. I want to go to Ma^ 
^* i/r/V; and an obftaclc being put to my 
'• journey, I come to the magiftrate 
'* that has power to remove it, 'and afk 
** him this plain queftion. Whether he 
^* will permit me to go or not. 

(T^his njoas uttered in a fretful tone.) 

C. *^ And who are you. Sir, who will 
'* have every thing done diredkly, and in 
•^ your own way ? 

M. ^^ Who I am is nO great matter : 
'* but here is a pafTport which Will tell 
'* you I am a travelleiit and not a vaga- 
'^ bond." 
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Saying this I puU'd it out, and put 
it into his hand. It had been given me 
by Count de Fuentes^ the Spanifti ambaf- 
fador to the Briti£h court. 

The corregidor read it through with 
great compofure; then returning it with 
an air of mockery, difmiffed me with 
thefe words : TJfied faldrd a f ijiante^ fi 
qutere^ para Madrid, lifted fabe muy bien 
EJpahoL Vaya TJfied con la Madrede Dios: 
" Tou Jhall inftantly fet out for Madrid i^ 
** if y^^ chufe. Tou know Spanijh very 
" well. Be gone in the name^ of God's mo^ 
«• thery With thefe words he got up 
haftily, and walked off. I did the fame 
another way, after having made a moft 
refpeftful bow to Senora Fernanda, who, 
forfooth, would be a witnefs to the in- 
terview. 

What an odd proceeding ! thought I 
as I was going along the ftreet. To 

fliow himfelf to ftrangers in a night-gown 

» ■ 1. 

and a greafy cap ! And what did he mean 

by 



by his fneering praife on my fkill in Spa- 
nifti ? The man is a riddle. 

I reached the pofada and gave an ac- 
count to the Swifs lady of the reception! 
had obtained^ and was going to extol 
the Gorregidor's good fcnfc and polite- 
nefs. 

Hold, hold, faid flie freely. You have 
behaved amifs all the while. Speaking 
Spani(h, as you do, you ought to have 
known better than to term Jiim Ufi^J^ ef- 
pecially with his houfe-keeper as foon as 
you faw her. A man of his rank and 
dignity is not to be addrejflcd with a fa- 
miliar U/ie'dy or Fuefa Merced, but with a 
Fuefenoria, or Usia, or Vuejira Senoria. 
How can you be ignorant of thefe dif- 
tinftions ! He has certainly been offended 
at your haughtinefs, or rather he wanted 
to divert himfelf with your clownifti- 
nefs, and puzzle you with difpardtes^ 
(with nonfenfe)f as he is a man to my cer- 
tain knowledge of very good parts, very 
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well bred, and not avcrfe to foreigners, 
as many Spaniards are^ 

Be my knowledge of Spanidi cvcf fo 
greats faid I, ftill the corregidor wa> 
wrong in taking a thing amifs, of which 
he might eafily fuppofe me quite igno-^ 
rant. He knows no language but hit 
own, if he does not know thai Grangers, 
can feldom be acquainted with fuch petty 
formalities but by praAice, let them be 
ever fo well acquainted with books. He 
ought at leaft to have aiked me whether { 
had ever been in Spain, and it had been 
generous and worthy in him to have fet 
me right tt once* 

To be fure, faid fhe^ he had done het^ 
ter to do fo : but fometimcs he has whims 
of his own. 

And the gfcafy cap, faid I. What have 
you to fey to the greafy cap ? 

You are ^ new man in Spain, replied 
the lady, and do not know that people 
of ilill greater rank than his, in Madrid 
itStlff will receive even grandees and la- 
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dies in that manner. This cuilom of 
fhowing themfelves ia a cap, night-- 
gown, and flippers, is fo general in this 
country, and, old men efpecially, ftick 
fo clofe to it, that no body ever dreams 
of finding fault with it. 

While we were thus difcourfing, the. 
man of the white rod came in, and fcarcely 
railing his mu£hroom-hat, told us that 
the embargo was taken oiF, and we could 
depart when we pleafed. The lady told 

i 

me in French that it would have been 
proper to give him fomethingi but I 
would not, becaufe the fellow would 
Dot fpeak to me when I firfl: faw him. 

I had my landlord called, and defired 
him to find me another caleiTero. Here 
is one ready, faid he, pointing to a young 
fpark whofe face I liked little better than 
old Dom Manuelo\. What is thy name, 
friend ? Francifco is my name. Well, 
Francifco^ will thou take me to Madrid 
in that chaife ? Yes. How much muflt 
I give thee ? So much. Done. Go and 
z ^^ 
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call Tago^ put to, and let us 1)e gdfttf/ 
ITour bill, Senor Pofaderp. Here it is*. 
And here is the money; and this por las 
Atjileres a la Muchacha} ^* for pin- money 
" to the maid.'' 

I took my leave of that icnfible lady, 
and wiflied her fuccefs at Madrid with all 
fciiy heart. She' was prefently ift her 
chaife ; but I could not get into mine 
an hour after, as Tago was gone to fee his 
imprifoned friend. Itwas four when he 
came back, and would have pafTed th6 
night in Talanjera^ but I would not. 

Of that town I have not much to fay, 
though I was almoft a whole day in it. 
Mariana^ the famous Spanifh hiftorian^ 
was a native of that town, called Bllbora 
by the antient Romans. It feems a po- 
pulous place and of much bufinefs. Be* 
fides the filken, there are feveral Other 
manufadiures, one in particular of earthen 
ware much efteemed throughout the 
country, that gives employment to fome 
hundred of people. Some of its houfcs*. 



churches, and othcir public biiild- 
irigs make a good appearance from 
without i an hofpital efpccially, which^ 
as I was told, receives between fix and 
feven hundred fick, both from the town 
and from the adjacent country. Its ter- 
fitority, particularly from the vineyard 
plundered yefterday by the foldiers, to 
the town-gate, is one of the fineft tradts 
of land I have yet feen, full of vines and 
fruit-trees of various kinds* A league 
. from Ta/avera, and on this fide, the 
Tagus is croffed again over a long wooden 
bridge. Stopping there to pay a fmall 
toll, I heard from Francifco that length- 
ening my journey only three leagues I 
could fee Toledo and Aranjuez. Is it fo ? 
Then turn the mules' heads towards 
Toledo. 

To-morrow night therefore I fhall fee 
that celebrated city, if none of my calef- 
feros brings me acquainted with fomc 
other corregidor. Mean while I am in 
this village of Zevolla^ four leagues dif- 
VoL. II. N ^.'^'^^ 
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tant from Ta/avera.. I can fay nothing 
of it, becaufe I reached it late at night. 
I vVant my fupper, having had no dinner. 

LETTER XLIX. 

Extempore Poetry. Ohfervations upon tra- 
velling gentlemen. Towns grow thicker. ', "' 

DESIRING to reach Toledo be- 
times> I rofe long before the fun : 
but as my people were not yet ready, I 
went part of the way a-foot, taking a lad 
of the pofada to fhow it me. 

The weather was delightfully calm and 
cool, and the moon could not be brighter. 
The lad had taken his guittar with him, 
and played as we went on. Having lif- 
tened a while to his playing, I afked if 
he could fing ; but inftead of an anfwer 
he gave me a long firing of Seguedillar 
or Coplas. The firft I took immediately 
down, and it was thus : 
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La Luna Jia doraddt 
T las efirellas 
Haziendonos favores^ 
Alumhran Bellas. 

A thought fo happily and fo delicately 
exprcfied, made me judge it to be the 
beginning of fome compofition univer- 
fally known j and I was juft going to 
admire his ingenuity in applying it fo 
quickly to the prefent circumftance, when 
he went on without hefitating the tenth 
part of a minute. 

Tin rato de pajfeo 
Bien de manana 
Si la gente no miente 
Es cofafana. 

This was eafily exprefled likewife, 
though not fo elegantly as the firft ; yet 
it began to ftartle me more than that. 
He went on too faft for my pencil to 
follow ; and of the many flanzas that 
fucceeded, 1 could only catch this, which 
was the laft of a confiderable number. 

N 2 I«a 
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La Virgen del Rofario 
Mi Caimlkro 
Accompane de pajfo 

Hafta T^oledo. 

■» • 

My fplrits were thrown into a fort of 
a hurry the moment I found out that the 
fellow was making his SeguediUas extem- 
pore, and perceived him to go on with 
fuch a rapidity, as if he had been op- 
preflcd by the keeping of them in his 
mind, and had wanted to relieve him- 
felf from a burthen by difcharging them. 

Herelmuft tell you, that for feveraldayy 
pad I had entertained a Arong fufpicion, 
that this country fwarmed with extem- 
pore fingers or poets, call them as yoa 
pleafe. Yet that fufpicibn I fcarcely 
dared to own to myfelf, for fear of ap^ 
pearing ridiculous in my own eyes, ftiH 
calling to mind, that, of the many who 
have given uj3 accounts of Spain, none 
ever dropped the lead hint about it, aiod 
that there is no Spanish writer who ever 
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let foreigners into this extraordinary cha- 
raderiftick of his nation. 

It was in the town of Elvas that fuch 
a fufpicion firft ftole into my mind : and 
I well remember, that, when the brown- 
ifh Terefuela fung, I thought it very 
ftrange fhe fhould touch upon fome ac* 
tual particularities, and, amongft other 
things, bring the names of Catalina and 
Faolita into one ftanza, with a word of 
iaffeftionate praife to each of them. 

This fufpicion became ftronger and 
ftronger almoft every time I heard peo- 
ple fing, which was generally twice a 
day. One of the foldiers the day before 
yefterday was very near putting an end 
to my doubts, but that I could not bear 
the obfcenity of his Seguedillasy and bid 
hita to for bear, which hedid inftantly. My 
young ruftick has at laft happily changed 
my doubts at once into the moft abfo* 
Jute certainty. 

The pleafing fellow went on, faying 
(always to the guittar) that / was wife 

N 3 ^^t 
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fgr walking while It was cooU and riding 
when it grew hot. He mentioned feveral 
birds that welcome the thorn with their 
chirping, arid fpoke of ihh fowler who gets 
up betimes to go and Jhobt partridges. By 
degrees he came to fpeak of me, and 
aflured. me that he valued much the ho^ 
nourofjhowing the part of the wdy. He 
took notice of my liberality to an old beg- 
gar at the Pofadd, to whom I fuppbfe I 
gave ian ochavo or two ; and, by way of 
a hint, brought in his own mother, v)ho 
is old and poor. What fignifies enumerat- 
ing his fihiple thoughts ? He concluded 
his compofition with the above prayer in 
my favour to. his Firgen del Rofario. . 

His thoughts to be fiire were fitople, 
and the greateft part of them cloathed with 
uncouth words. The firft and third lines 
of every quatrain never rhymed together* 
In the fecond iand fourth fcmetimes the 
rhime came in exad:, as in efirellas and 
hellas ; fometimes there was only a fimi- 
larity of found, as in CavaUero and 5^?/^- 

da. 
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do. That fimilarity of found was (llll 
more imperfedt in fome other of his Jf- 
fonancias^ (as the Spaniards term them) 
one of which was dicho and Jinos^ and 
another prendas ^.nAfena. Yet he broke 
out now and then into fuch prettineOfes, 
and even elegancies, as would have 
done honour to fome of our Roman Ar- 
cadians. For my part, I did not much 
mind the propriety or impropriety of his 
lexprcffions, and the accuracy or inaccu* 
racy of .his rhymes. It was the fudden 
jdifcovery of extempore poetry in Spain, 
that fwallowed all my attention i and 
had his performance been ten times bet^ 
tef or ten times worfe than it was, ftill 
I could only confider it on this account. 
This was to me of great importance, as 
national peculiarities are the game which 
a traveller ought chiefly to- purfue, 

I afkcd him whether he could fing any 
of thofe romances that are in books. By 
a romance the Spaniards commonly mean 
a comppfition made up of fuch ftanzas 

N 4 ^^ 
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as thofe that are termed Copies or Segue-^ 
dillas, which they often vfing, or of (hort 
unrhymcd vcrfes, which they only recite 
in a particular chaunting tone. Such ro^ 
mances generally relate feme miracle^ fomc 
devout ftory, or fome adventure of love 
and war. The number of thefe compo- 
fitions is inconceivable in this country* 

I know romances enough, faid the lad : 
but no de libros^ que yo no fi leer. ** None 
** of thofe contained in books i, becaufe I can-^ 
^^ not readJ' 

His reafon for his ignorance was fafis^ 
fadlory: but I wanted to know whether 
every body in his village could fing ex- 
tempore like him, and never could make 
him underftand my meaning, as I knew 
of no word in his language equivalent to 
our verb improvvijare, ^' tojing extempore^* 
or to our noun improvvifatore^ ** an ex^ 
*' tempore Jinger^ , 

Cantan tus paifanos y tus amigos de re-- 
pente yjin libro como tu? " Do your townf^ 
** mm and friends Jing witlwut premBdita-- 

** tm 
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** tion and without the qffijiance of hooks as 
^^ you do?* 

To no fi cantar de repente^ faid he. 
^ei es repente ? To no fe lo que es. UJIS 
perdoney yo no entiendo la habla defu mer^ 
ced. He did not know the meaning of 
the word repente^ and begged my pardon 
for not knowing my worfliip's language. 

In mi aldea, continued he with great 
fimplicity, pocos libros hay. TCodos cantan 
Jin libro. Todos cantan y pocos leen. ** In 
** my village there, are but few books. All 
*^Jing without a book. Few can read^ 
** but all canfngJ* And this was all that 
I could poflibly get out of him for my 
want of a vulgar equivalent of the word 
extempore^ which I knew not how to 
tranflate, but by the adverb de repente. 

However, from this imperfedl infor- 
mation I think myfelf intitled to pro« 
nounce, that from the torrent Caya to 
the town of Toledo many people can fing 
extempore, fome better, fome worfe than 
jnjr informer, each according to hi^^xc^- 
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portion of parts and abilities. It h pro^ 
bable at leail^ that all attempt to do it ; 
and, if fo, that many fuccccd in this 
kind of excrcife of the imagination. That 
it is very common in the village of Z^- 
vol^f ^nd that the greateil part of its 
inhabitants can ^ng extempore as well ^ 
this lad, I do not doubt. It is very plain 
that> if he was any way fmgular^ and did 
what his townfmei) CQuld not do^ they 
would have made hin) aware of it by 
their admiration > and giv^n him by de-* 
j;rees a better opinion of his abilities than 
he feems to have. But he is by tbem 
confidered in proportion to his rank in 
life; that is, he is not coniidered at all : 
and this to me is a conclufive proof, that 
with regard to them he does nothing ex- 
traordinary when he throws his thoughts 
fuch as they are, extemporarily into me- 
tre^ or, to fpeak more exadtly, he does 
only that, which every body elfe can do 

■ "-^ • • * 

with as much facility as himfelf. How- 

cver> I ihall foon be in Madrid, inhere I 

• -■*". 
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hope to do more than argue. Bear with 
the cagerfteft of my tcmpef. I fear I 
fliall fcarcely fleep uiitil I have cleared 
up this niatter to toy full fatisfaAion. 

Mean while I am fute of this, that this 
faculty of flngirig extempore does not 
belong exclufiveiy (as I always thought) 
to the Italians, or, to Ipeak with mor6 
corrednefs, to the Tufcans. Perhaps 
the extempore poetry of the Tufcans is 
better upon the whole than that of th6 
Spaniards, becaiife the rules of criticifrn 
are more generally fpread, as far as I 
could obferve, through Tufcany than 
through any part of Eftremadura, and 
frighten a fmaller number of people there 
than in our country : But thefe are con* 
jeftures, grounded as yet upon flight in-^ 
formation, which I muft endeavour tq 
enlarge. Mean while it feems, that the 
Spaniards never employ in their finging 
that fort of ftanza which we call ottava^ 
though they have it as well as burfelves, 
and though they make ufe of \V., ^'^ ^^ 
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do, in compofitions of the epic kind. Wa 
employ it in our extempore compofitions 
oftener than any other metre, but the 
Spaniards only make ufe in theirs of 
fhort lyrick meafures, chiefly ftrings of 
Seguedillas, each confiding of four fhort 
lines^ fometimes all four of equal mea* 
fure> fometimes the fecond and fourth 
ihorter than the firfl: and third, fometimes 
the contrary. To fuch ftanzas of four 
lines they will fometimes tag an Eftrevillo^ 
which is a kind of fecond part confifling 
of only three lines. But all this, I fup- 
pofe, depends on the tunes to which they 
chufe to fing ; and of fuch tunes I have 
already taken notice that they have feve- 
ral. Here you have the Seguedilla ioh 
lowed by tl;ie EJirevillo. 

Seguedilla. 

Porque todos me dicen 

^e eres muyjino 

To por ejfo he pen/ado 

Suefeas mOf 

Es- 
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ESTREVILLO. 

^e quierofea 

El que a mi me llevare 

Comojalea. 

■ • 

This was one of the many Seguedlllas 

fung by Terefuela at Elvas. While 
finging fhe ftole a pretty fmile upon a 
young fellow, to whom, as I was told, 
fhe was foon to be married, and he bowed 
to her for it. The words, the fmile, and 
the bow gave me the firft hint of the 
Spanifli extempore finging, and a few 
more of that givVs lines put it in my 
mind to turn my attention towards the 
afcertaining of this Spanifh charadler- 
iftick, which I think is now nearly 
efFefted. 

In a language however, fo verfatile as 
the Spanifli, fo eafily thrown into mea- 
fure, and ufed by people who will not 
Hick clofe to regular rhymes, it cannot 
be very difficult to form fuch compofi- 
tions as thofe quoted aboN^. ^^^ ^"^ 
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greater the facility, the lefs muft like- 
wife be the delight to a delicate ear ; and 
it is fure, that, if inftead of taluDg great 
liberties with their meafures as they do, 
andufing rimas and affhrufmiai ]m&. as it 
happens, they would fubjed: theihfelves 
(like the Tufcans)' to cxaft foi^ms of 
ftanzas and exadl rhymes 5 it is eyidcnt, 
I fay, that the pleafure of feeding feveral 
great difficulties give way at oqce before 
a warpi and japid imagination, would be 
lijttle (hort.of ecftaiy to him who is fen- 
fihle to the charms of poetry. This 
would be an approach towards theper- 
fc(3:ion of the art of improvvifare^ - which 
would prove the moft delightful .of all 
arts, was it ever carried to perfedion : 
but this, I am afraid, will never be done 
cither by Spaniards or Italians. The 
man among thofe I have heard, who car- . 
ried this power furtheft, vy^as one Gio^ 
vanni Sibiliato in Venice. Though but 
a mean tradefman, he was a man of v^^ 
great parts, and a clofe and conftant 
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reader of our beft poets. It is not im« 
poflible but that many in Spain fubje<9: 
themfelves to ftri<3: rhymes and regular* 
metres^ as the Toicans generally do; but 
I fear it will not be in my power to ftay 
fo long in this Ij^ingdom as to decide with 
tolerable juftnefs which of the two na- 
tions defer ve 8 the preference upon this 
fubjeft. 

Be the; Spaniih Improwifatori better or 

worfe than ours, don't you think it 

ilrange that no traveller ever mentioned 

them ? That no native ever did, I am 

pretty certain, as I never found any thing 

approaching towards fuch an information 

in the confiderable number of Spanifh 

books that I have looked into when I 

was young. Yet I am not furprized at 

the general filence of Spanifli authors 

upon this head. Little do people think 

of writing to the world what they fup- 

pofe generally known : and if extempore 

finging is quite familiar, as you will be- 

^in to believe, to the generality of iVv^ 
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Spaniards, no wonder if they all think, 
that all nations can do in their refpeftive 
languages what their countrymen can da 
in their own, the loweft individuals not 
excepted, and of courfe oniit to^ive the 
world fuch an information. 
. But that no ftranger travelling amongft 
them fhould ever have t%ken notice of a 
pradlice fo very unpommon in other 
countries, and likewife foeafily to be 
noted throughout this, is what appears 
to me ftill more furprifing than the prac- 
tice itfelf. Yet fuch is the inattention 
with which travellers crofs countries^ 
even thofe who do it with their quills in 
their hands ! When they have copied out 
of each other's books that the Spaniards 
arc proud, grave, and idle; the French 
volatile, confident, and talkative; the 
Italians cunning, jealous, and fuperfti- 
tlous; the Engliih rude, inhofpitable, 
and philofophical, the greateft part of ' 
itinerary writers think they have dt)ne 
^reat matters, and that they are intitled 

2 - Vi 
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their own countrymen. For my part I 
have long looked upon one part of them 
with the abhorretice due to propagators 
of prejudices, falfhoodS^ and calumnies ; 
and upon the other with that coiltempt 
that ought to be the lotof fuperficial, im* 
pertinent, and carelefs obfervers^ Think 
of the thoufands and thoufands who have 
vifited Greece and Turkey century after 
century ! Think of their abilities in de* 
fcribing broken ftones and copying de-^ 
faced infcriptions, or in unravelling the 
politicks of the Divan, and the intrigues 
of the Seraglio ! Yet a cuftom of Greece 
and Turkey no Icfs fingular than ufeful, 
none of our numberlefs travellers could 
ever difcover ; and it was a lady at laft, 
who brought the weftern world acquaint- 
ed with inoculation, to the eternal honour 
of half a million of travelling gentlemen. 
The Calefleros overtook me at a vil- 
lage called CarricA/z, about two leagues 
from Zevolla ; and there I was obliged 
Vol. II. O ^^ 
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to part company with tny poetical lad. 
Were I a man of fartujae, I would hav« 
taken him along with me^ a:nd made him' 
rather my eompanfion tbaa my fervant. 
But beings as Henry IV ufed to fay of 
himfelf, more |)Uoyidcd with liberality 
than with the means of ufing it> I was^ 
forced to let hinti go backi^ However^ if 
I could not treat him m the manner hi* 
pretty genius d^fcrvcd, I did not forget 
what he had fo timely fiiggefted^ that he 
had a poor mother. 

I got into my cfaaHe^ crofied Zenindgte^ 
faw the caftle oEBarzienfe on anemii^fiCe 
at fome diilance^ and aboUt nine flopped 
to bait at Riahes^ The country^ I fee^ 
grows^ populous » I g(2r oa. At Rialves^ 
I .entered into coinrcrfatiion with the Cu- 
rate, whom I found talking with the P^*- 
faderotr ^nd aiked him fibveifal q^ueftions^ 
about the cuftoto of in^rovvijdre i but 
not having Spanifl> enougk to exj^aia my^ 
meaning, never could I make hicQ mider- 
fland thedifferenM betweea premeditated 

and 
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Mid exteiiipore poetry. I was fti!l piii^ 
Islcd by the word extempore, for which I 
could not find an intelligible equivalent. 
He called me caroamig^ {d^ar friend) at 
every Wordt a piece of urbanity for 
which I thank him; and difplayed a 
great deal of poetical knowledge^ which 
Jt did not want. 

At four in the afteriiooft Wfe croffed a 
river called Guadatrama over an indlfFer- 
cnt bridge^ . and at five reached Toledo* 
At the gate my trunks were vifitcd> but 
ovAy pro forhta I thit is> only opened and 
flint. From that gate we mounted an 
afcent confiderably fteep for a quarter of 
a mile^ and alighted at a Pofada, the ap- 
pellation 6f which, literally tranflated 
into Italian, French, or Englifli, would 
found very profanely J but the Spaniardsl 
deal in religious expreflions in a manner, 
that would ihbck even atheifts in other 
countries; and thus they call La ^angre 
ie ChriJIo an inn, whiclT'in any town of 



:[ 196 ] 

England would fcarcely be thought a fit 
habitation for the loweft of mankind. 



LETTER L.. 

• r • .- ■ " 

A cathedral grand and rich. Ah Alcazar. 
37/^ Mozarabick right. ' Ximenes' deeds. 
Abulcacinis hijlory. A brafsrgiant in a 
cave. A Jynagogue. Charles V and 
Navagero. 

Toledo, O^. 4> 1760* 

• ■ 

AS this town is built upon a confi- 
fiderable eminence^ it ftrikes from 
afar with its cupolas and Aeeplcs» with 
what is flill ftanding of its Alcazar^ and 
with its furrounding wall, ornamented 
with a large number of turrets. But the 
greatcft part of its houfes are meanly 
built, the fquares irregular, the ftreets 
narrow, badly paved, and not very clean. 
However, I do not grudge the three 
leagues I have added to my journey, as 
this cathedral alone is well worth going 

a hun- 
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a hundred. It is a gothic {aj edifice 
that can almoft vie for amplitude with 
that of Milan. It has three wide naves; 
and fome of its lateral chapels would be 
reckoned to be pretty large churches in 
many ah European town. It is pity that 
it is not high enough for its width and 
length. The nofelefs figures in thefront 
of that at Exeter I could eafily count; 
but not fo thofe that are in the front of 
this^ which are all nofelefs likewife. It 
is obiervable that gothic archite<£l:s fel- 
dom fiuled to croud the fronts of churches 
with ftatues or figures in bafs- relief , 

• We cannot wonder at this cathedral 
being all built of free-f^one, nor at the 
quantities of marble in feveral of its parts, 
becaufe marble and free-ftone abound on 
every fide in this rocky region. But we 
muft wonder at the multitude and. cpftli- 
aefs of its decorations. Think -pf.idie 

{a) Mr. Clarke fays J that it is ^^ not remarkdbry 
" &/y^i" yet it is larger than any Gafhie eaihedral 
in bis country. 
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Aep$ of ati altar cn»de of iil\;%r> imd o£ 
ibmc filver-ftatues eiidched wi(th dit^ 
monds^ r ubies, and ^tiierald^ I The haod 
of profufion ihbwa kfejlf in tach a ma<n« 
per throvighout thefe decoratioiiSj a^ if 
thofe who ordered them h^d been At n 
Ms what , to do with the io^left trea* 
fares. Bcfides thofe filver ftepSi there 16 
a very large gratie, the bars «f which are 
of filver likewiies and ^e&des thofe AU 
ver-ilatue6» there is a pret^ <onfiderablc 
number of chofo that we of brafs or of 
marble, fome of which oame itottt fe Uix 
as Rome, which, tc^ldicr whth thtir ex«- 
iquifite worbcnanfhijiy makes them be 
rated as high as if they were of filver. 

Then there are tabernacles, ihrines^ 
oftenibries, >htmps, candj:efticks^ crofiersi, 
tnitres> chaiices, crocifixes, reiiquarses^ 
-dec. Uc. imneof gold and foitife of filvcc, 
«lmc^ all iparklkg with large jewels a£ 
|he moft prpcious kind, with an infinity 
of fmall ones. But what do you fay to 
a tabernacle of fo enormous a weight, as 

to 
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to requke the united ftrength of thirty 
men to cariy it in proceflion ? Nor muft I 
forget many changes of prieftly veft- 
mentSf made heavy by embroidery of 
pearls and precious Aones. Thofe that 
are only embroidered with gold^ are here 
coniidered ib little^ that they are put 
on every day ; and the priefts who cele- 
brated the great mafs this mornings I al- 
mofl: miftook at a diilance for fo many 
moving images of gold. 

The greatefl: part of thefe (a) riches, 
the enumeration of which would take a 
large volume, are kept in feveral rooms 
and clofets, and produced only on folemn 
feftivals. What an indignation muft riib 
in the breaft of a cteedy tradefman at the 
iight of fo large a ftock ufeleflly locked 

[a) Mr. Clafij /peaking of this cathedral^ fily 
abfarves^ that ** much plunder might ie got out rf it.** 
Tbi rtmari cannot bi ntortid upon St. PauFs-cburch^ 
or Wiftminfter^ahbey^ and it is well that it cannot. 
Yet a clergyman of Mr. Clark^s rigid way of thinking 
might have decently omitted fucb a fuggeftiony whatever 
his abhorrence of popijb pagedntry may be. 

O 4 >^^ 
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up in a church ! A ftock that, brought 
into commerce, would render opulent 
inany thoufands of indiviHuals, and the 

> 

whole nation happy ! What a pity the 
Spaniards are not wife ! 

There are alfo feveral grand monu- 
ments of Kings, Queens, Archbifliops, 
and other great people; and both the 

« • 

cieling and walls of the church are adorn- 
ed with a vaft number of piftures, of 
which the moft furprizing is a St.. Chrif- 
topher fe very gigantic, that Boyardos 
Caligorante was but a dwarf in compari- 
fon. It is enough . to tell you, that the 
toe of that faint is as big as my whole 
body. ^ 

A rite is ufed in this temple, which is 
called Mozarah or Mozarabickj originally 
inftituted by a bifhop of Seville called St. 
Ifidorc> who was a contemporary and 
friend to St. Gr<rgory furnamed T^he Great. 
It feeois as if St. Gregory had given St. 
Ifidore the Pr^/iflV (as they call them) 
pfthemafs, whichi referable much thofc 
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that arc^praftifcdin theMilancfe church, 
^nd diftinguilhed from the Roman rite 
by the appellation of Ambrofian, 

This rite acquired the name of Moza- 
rab, becaufe it was* preferved by thofe 
Chriftians, who, after the conqueft made 
of Spain by the Morifco's, or Arabs, did 
not chufe to forfake their country, but 
lived amidfl; their conquerors, who fuf- 
fered them to continue in the religion of 
their anceflors, and were fo indulgent as 
to leave to them the greatef! part of their 
churches. There is aftually at Rome 
one Father Lefleo^ a man of much eccle- 
fiaftical erudition, who is preparing for 
the prefs a Mozarabick miffal, which he 
intend s to illuftrate with notes, and mark 
the difference between the Mozarabick, 
the Ambrofian, and the Roman rites* 

How much the prefcnt fervice of To* 
ledp differs from the antient, inflituted 
as I faid, by St. Ifidore, I am not able to 
tell. The famous Mozarabick Miffal and 
Previ^ry, which were printed by cardinal 



.1 

1 
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Ximenes at the requeft of ihe Toletan^, 
bave» I thinks been long out of ufe^ 
and are perhaps only remembered by ec- 
clefiailical antiquaries . Something how- 
ever feems ftill to be retrained in their 
ritual. 

J fancy you will ilare at thefe pafa* 
graphs when you come toiread thctxis and 
think it very odd I ihould fo familiarly 
talk of Mozandncki Ambrofian^ and Ro* 
man rites^ well knowing that my ftudies 
never turned that way. But it was our old 
friend Canonko Irico^ who helped me to 
what I have here written about thole 
rites. As I apprifed him fome months 
ago of my fcheme to vifit Spain^ he 
W£Ote me a long letter from (^) Trim 
upon this itibjeft of church-rites^ and 
defired me» if ever I came to Ijoledo^ to 
procure for him fome information about 
the Mozarabick# 

In compliance with his requeft I went 
early thisjmoming toa learned priefl^ Mrho 

[a) A fnaU tmm^in Mtmfirrat. 

holda 
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boUk a&icmfdofiBieiit in die library of thie 
cathedral, and on my flsowiixg him my 

fiiexid'fi letter, he promi&d kindly to fend 
me to Madrid the heft hiAorictl account 
that ihall be poffible of diat rite, and 
of the&ireral dfasn^ it hasmdergone ever 
&)ceit6 £rft inftttution. If he keeps his 
word, Afil am fare hzwiH^thcCammcowUl 
be made very happy, by Auii meains as 
would give happine& to few other mca. 
Bm there are people in this world, whofc 
mental pleafures appear odd to tlie grofft 
nfxnankind^ and fct are farfroQi being 
unreafonable« To iearch, as our Canonsco 
does, after antieot inftitutions and cuf-- 
toms that can contribute to diiplay the 
uracious hues and turns of die buiaaa 
•mind, and to mark the gradations of 
die changes they have vnndei^one in the 
nvolution of iiuman a^fl^rs, will often 
be ridiculed and defpifed by f»en nif 
A^dlow andxurcumicribid inte^eifts; but^ 

always deferve »id obtain fome de- 
gree 
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grce of commendation by incn of liberal 
a^d exteniive views. : 
. I wanted Ux fee the library of the cathe^^ 
dral> which, as I am told, contains an 
immenib treafure of literature : but to-day 
it could not be opened, and to-morrow I 
intend to be gone. A man cannot flay 
long enough in every place, to fee every 
thing, efpecially when he has four men 
and four mules to feed. 

Cardinal Ximenes above-named, was 
fo great a benefactor to this cathedral^ 
that a prayer for his foul is ftill faid at 
the end of every mafs celebrated in it. 
He wafS one of the greatefl: men that ever 
appeared. w At once a great flatefman, an 
intrepid ibldier, a profound fcholar, and 
a tolerable ^nt. Having been made arch^ 
bifhop of Toledo out of a poor Francif- 
can friar, and created cardinal icon after^ 
he undertook two gretf thihga of a 
very difiimil^T nature^ that : chardterifc 
him iQuch tQ his honour^ as they {bow 

thq 
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the vaft capacity of his foul. The one 
was his ordering an edition of .the Poli- 
glpt Bible., a work that employed for nu- 
tiy years the moft learned men of Spain : 
the other, was, that he raifed an army at 
hif .own expeace^ and fent it to conquer. 
Oran in Africa for the crown of Spain, * 
which has poffcfled it ever fince. You 
have heard, that, next the pope, the. 
archbifhop of Toledo is the richeft cede-?, 
fiaftick in the world. Within this cen- 
tury ' however, a C9niiderable part of his 
revenue has been curtailed : yet it Is ftill 
fo ample as not eafily to be compared any 
where elfe in the church. 

About forty canons officiate in this ca* 
thedral, befides archdeacons, chaplains, 
^ and other priefts, all provided with liv- 
ings and falaries, that enable them to live 
with beconaing dignity. I fupofe that all 
thefe people's maintenance, together with, 
the archbi(hop's, come from diftant parts 
of Spain, as the whole territory of this 
town, did it belong "entirely to them. 
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would not produce the t^ird part of wlkf 
they have. ' 

It is upon record^ that St. Feter^sf 
diurch at Rome, with all that is cofotaited 
in it, has coft near thirteenmillions fter* 
ling, and St. Paul's at London about thir-*" 
teen hundred thoufand pounds. I wanted' 
to know how mttch the expence bellowed 
upon this, exceeded the Engliih, or came 
fhort of the Roman : but the gentle cler^ 
gyman, to whom I applied for the men- 
tioned information about the Mozarabick 
rite, coilld not fatisfy my curiofity, as, to- 
his certain knowledge, no ekaffc account 
of it was ever kept, nor the value evercal^ 
dilated of the fcvbral coftly things in h, 
which were gifts from kings and queens 
of Spain, and other great perfonages, be- 
iides that many ancient memorials have 
been de/lfoyed by the revolution of ccn-? 
turies, the cathedral having been built 
about nine hundred years ago, and de- 
clared the firft church of Spain about ' 
two hundred years after it was built. ' 
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The fecond grand edifice la Toledo 
is the archiepifcopal palace. But^ ia- 
jftead of going to fee it> I went to the Al^ 
cdzar*, that is, a royal palace built on 
the edge of a hill almoft perpendicular^ 
and about five hundred feet higher thao^. 
the Tagus which runs beneath it. 

From the large fquare before the ^- 
cdzary or froa> its windows, you have a 
vaft profpqft over a country not very fer- 
tile, as it is chiefly composed of rocks, 
which however render the coup d' oeuil 
very romantick. There is a printed Jour- 
ney {ci) through fome parts of Spain,, 
written by a French countefs about four-» 
fcore years ago. She has given a defcrip-* 
tion in her work of this Alcdzar, and 
> told us bow it was then 2 and I think I 
have loqked out of that very window, 
from which fhe infpedled the adjacent 
cowitry. The Akdzar was^ then in good 

{a) h bears this tklty *^ Relation du Vojrag# 
u d' Efpagne* I Paris- MDCXCIX.'' h is ift 

thru vols, Svoi 
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condition, and inhabited by a Spaflifll 
queeii. But the fucccffion-war proved 
fatal to it, as the Englifli and Portu^ 
guefe penetrated unluckily fo far as To- 
ledo, and fet fire to it: fo that nothing 
of it now remains but the lateral walls 
greatly damaged, fome of its marble piI-» 
lars, a fmall part of the grand ftair-cafc 
and five, or fix rooms. Within eighty 
years more, even thefe poor remains. will 
not exift in all probability, and only faint 
veftiges will be left of them, as they are 
vifibly decaying and covering with mofs, 
nettles and weeds. 

From that high hill. you fee the 
two largeft hofpitals in Toledo, one for 
the reception of foundlings, the other por 
tos que ftan mal de mugefes, as a man 
phrafed it of whom I afked what it was« 
This fecond, however, has at prcfent but 
a very finall number of patients, as the' 
diftemper that is cured in it, has within 
this century greatly abated of its original ^ 
fury all over Spain, as I am told. "* 

You 



You fee likewife from that hill a fine 
bridge ^ of two arches over the Tagus, 
the waters of which run thereabout with 
the greateft noife and rapidity. They 
call it the Alcantara-bridge, beyond 
which there is a ruined building called 
el Cajiillo de San Cervantes. 

Under the ruins of that caftle> the 
vulgar of Toledo is firmly perfuaded that 
there is an opening, which was cut into 
the rock and fhut with a ftrong brafs- 
gate. Was you to enter that gate, fay 
they, you would be led into an enchant- 
ed rocky cavern that contains many hor- 
rible things. - No body ever dared to vio- 
late that brafs-gate and intrude in the 
cavern, except the defperate Don Rodrigo^ 
who was the laft gothic King of Spain. 
- Don Rodrigohad been informed by tra- 
dition, that whoever (houid enter it would 
be made acquainted with the ultimate 
fate of the kingdom he thenpoiFeffed; and 
finding himfeif brifljy attacked by a for- 
midable army fcnt againft him by Mira^- 
Vol. IL P Diamdiu 



[ 210 ] 

mamolin emperor of Africa, he would 
needs to know how that war was to end. 
The gratification of his curiofity was at- 
tended with the anticipated knowlecjge 
of his own impending ruin, bccaufe he 
found a brafs-giant in the cavern, who 
held a large brafs-label in his hand, in 
which the death of his majefty was fore- 
told, together with the conqueft of his 
kingdom, to be foon cffedled by the Afri- 
cans. 

The whole of this abfurd ftory is told 
at large in the fixth chapter of a book en- 
titled HiSTORiA verdadera del Rey Don 
Rodrigo, &c. compuejla por elfahio Alcayde 
Abulcacim ^artf Abentarique, de nacion 
Arabe*, nuevamente. traduzida de la legua 
Arabiga por Miguel de Luna^ &c. 

In EnglKh. The true History of 
King Don Rodrigo^ &c. written by the wife 
Alcayde Abulcacim ^arif Abentarique^ an 
Arabian by birth \ newly tranjlated from 
the Arabick Tongue^ by Michaej de Luna^ 
^c. 



1 have the 4th edition of this took 
printed en Valencia 1 646, with the ori- 
ginal dedicatory letter in the front of it> 
addreffed by the tranflator to King 
Philip III. 

It appears by that dedicatory letter, 
that Miguel de Luna had ftudied Ara- 
bick from his infancy, and was Arabick 
Interpreter to that King. The book is 
divided in two parts. The firft ends 
with this information to the reader. 

Acabofe de traduzir ejie libro por mi 
Miguel deLuna^ Interprete de Su Magejiad, 
a treinta dias d^.l mes de Noviembre^ am 
Gfr. 1589. 

In Englifli. T^he tranjlaiion of this book 
was compleated by me Miguel de Luna^ In^ 
terpreter to bis Majejiy, on November 30^ 
1589. 

The fecond part ends with this ftill 
more interefting inforniation. 

Acabofe de efcrivir eJie Libro de la Hijio-' 
ria de Efpana en la Ciudad de Bucara, a 
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tres dias del mes de Ramadatiy del ano ciento 
y quarenta i dos de la Hixera. 

la fihglifli. The writing of this Hijiory 
of Sfain was ended in the town of Bucara, 
on the third day of the month of Ramadan^ 
the hundred and forty fecond year of the He^ 
gira ; . which day, according to a mar- 
ginal note of the tranflator, anfwers to 
fome day September 763 ; that is, ex- 
actly fifty years after the firft invafion of 
Spain by the Morifco's, with whom this 
fame hiftorian Abulcacim Tarif jibenta-- 
rique came over, and was a helper in the 
conqueft made by his countrymen, as he 
repeatedly tells in the courfe of his 
hiftory. 

^ As this book by the generality of the 
Spaniards is looked upon as a genuine 
hiftory, give me leave to make here a few 
obfervations upon it. I have read rt 
through with attention, and am' per- 
fuaded that De Luna tranflated it from 
the Arabic^c, There is nothing in it but 
, what 
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what Indicates It to be the performance 
of a Mahometan; and It Is to be fuppo- 
fed, that DeLuna would never have dared 
to tell his King a lye in print, or offer 
him a work of his own for a tranflatloji 
of an Arabick original. 

However, as to that original, taking 
for granted that the tranflatlon Is faith- 
ful, it is not poflible to confider it as 
any better than a romance, and a ro^ 
mance of a much more modern date than 
it is pretended by its Arabick author, 
whoever he may have been. How could 
Abulcacim be a contemporary with the 
Moorlfli conquerors of Spain, when he 
tells us of fleets that carried numerous 
armies backwards and forwarcjs from 
Arabia to Tunis, and other parts of that 
region which we now call the coaft of 
Barbary ? , 

Befides that it is queftionable whether . 
the town of Tunis exifted at that time, 
thofe fleets cannot have failed round the 
Cape of Good Hope, as that Ca^c v^'^^ 

P 3 \)^^^ 



[ 214 ] 

then as much unknown to the Arabians 
as to the EuropeianSt They muft there- 
fope haye failed from fome port fituated 
?it the very end of the Mediterranean, 
But what hiftorical voucher have we for 
the cxiftence of a port in that part of the 
world poffefled by the Arabians? Yet, 
granting that this was the cafe, wc muft 
take into confideration that the Greeks aa 
well as the Venetians could at that timQ 
both navigate, and fight ; but neither na- 
vigated nor fought againft thofe great 
enemies of the-chriftian nanie, and, what 
is ftill more furprizing. never made the 
leaft mention of thofe pretended ArabicI^ 
<5Xpedition§ in the memorials they left us; 
of the tranfadions of that age^ 

It may be anfwered, that the Greeks 
had neither the courage, nor the ftrength 
Required to face the Arabians, and that 

* 

the Venetians were the Arabians' friends 
for fome reafon of commerce. But be- 
fides that hiftorical vouchers are. alio 

« 

V^ante4 for fuch an anfvycr, it is impof- 



[ 215 ] 

fible to believe that the Venetians could 
be induced by fuch a motive to let Ma- 
hometan fleets pafs unmolefled through a 
fca, of which they were mafters in a 
great nieafure^ and fufFer them to gb and 
conquer a chriflian country. 

Let U8 confider then what (hipping io 
required to carry forty five thoufand foot, 
and eight hundred horfe {Abulcacim pi 
129) to fuch a prodigious diftance as 
from Arabia to Tunis* I cannot believe 
the Arabs of thofe times, or indeed of 
any time, to have had fuch (hipping as 
could not even be muftered up by the 
modern Englifli themfelves, whofe naval 
force is not to be paralleVd even by that 
of the Carthaginians when at their high- 
eft, nor indeed by any power whatfoever 
that was ever mentioned in hiftory. 

What renders that fadl a thoufand 
times ftill more improbable, is the ac- 
count of Muza the viceroy of Africa, 
who from Morocco dio buelto hazia el he^ 
vante fwent away to the Levant) vi\\X\ % 

P 4. ^^^\. 
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fleet that had twenty thoufand foldiers 
en board ; went fo far as that port at the 
bpttom of the Mediterranean to meet 
his Royal Mafter Abilgualit^ whp waited 
there for his coming with twenty five 
thoufand foot and eight hundred bprfe; 
then failecl back with that King and thpfe 
troops to the place from which he had de«p 
pafted; landed fafely and without oppo- 
fition at,^ or near Tunis, and prefently 
effected the conquefl of that kingdom, 
though it was defended by the Tqnifiaa 
army compofed of forty thpufand mpn, 
and commanded by a defperate rebel, 

What need had viceroy Muza to go fq 
far as the bottom of the Mediterranean to 
meet his King ? By what means coqld he 
give him previous intelligence pf his 
coming, that he might be ready there tq 
embark with his troops ? Could he not 
flay at home for his coming ? Yes, he 
could; but it was better tp go and fecure 
his paflage with fucha reinforcement, 
yet if there was any danger pf pbflru<aion 
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from fome enemy in that paflage, that 
danger was exa<Sly equal whether the 
viceroy went to meet his king, or the 
king to meet the viceroy. But how could 
an army that had failed feveral thoufand 
miles without flopping to refrefh any 
where, preferve itfelf in fo good a con* 
dition as to rout that of '^'unis in the very 
firft battle, and rout it fo efFeftually, 
though their numbers were almoft equal, 
as to put a final flop to all its further 
operations ? 

Thefe are, amongfl other, the objec- 
tions I would offer to any Spaniard that 
fhould infifl upon the genuinenefs of A- 
bulcacim's hiflory, and tell me that aun^ 
que infiel y bar bar o ft hough an infidel and 
a barbarian) as Roda fays in his Cronica 
delos Moras en Efpana, yet Abulcacim 
was a faithful relator of fads. 

It was quite dark when I returned from 
my vifit to San Cervantes'^ caflle, of which 
nothing is qqw left but a heap of moal-* 
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dered bricks intermixed with large pieces 
of free-flone that will foon become duft. 
Could I flay in this town longer^ it is 
moft probable that I fhould fee many 
more things very well worth fome ac-^ 
count. I am told that here is a fyna- 
gogue, which had once many Hebrew 
fayings and fcripture-paiTages written on 
its walls within, according to the prac- 
tice of the Jews in all their places of pub- 
lic worihip. When that fynagogue was 
fbme centuries ago turned into a church, 
its walls were plallered over and white- 
waihed, fo that the infcriptions remained 
loft for a long time to the world. But in 
pFOcefs of time fome of the plafter fell 
down ; and a learned canon of this ca^ 
ihedral obferving Hebrew charatSers left 
there undifcovered, has lately found 
means to read feveral of thofe paffages 
9ad fayings, which he intends foon to 
publifh with notesv The Jews that were 
formerly in poffeflion of the fynagogue, if 

they 
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they were not African by birth, were at 
Jeaft fo by defcent ; and it appears by the 
charafters read by the canon on thofe 
walls, that their manner of writing their 
tongue was partly different from that 
which is generally ufed by the modern 
European Jews. An account of that Afr 
rican manner of writing it, will render 
the work of th^ canon very interefting to 
the ftudious of the facred toijgue, 

Toledo is one of the moft antient du- 
ties in Spain, and during feveral centu- 
ries it held the rank of its metropolis. 
But the neighbourhood of Madrid has by 
degrees ftripped it of its numerous inha- 
bitants, and it would have long been 
almofl entirely deferted but for its cathe- 
dral, the income of which, being fpent 
here in a good jneafure, contributes 
^ chiefly to the maintenance of the few* 
thoufands that are left, and afiifts a little 
thofe fmall nianufadures of fword-blades 
and filk-ftuffs eftabliftied in it. The cm- 
perdr Charles V made Toledo hi^ -aksv^^ 
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conflant refidence whenever he returned 
to Spain from his various rambles about 
Europe ; and here it was, that the learn- 
ed Navagero was fent to him as ambaffa- 
dor by the Venetians. There was then 
•an engine contrived by an Italian, which 
raifed the water of the Tagus up to the 
Alcazar and the reft of the town. But 
time dcftroyed that engine^ and the To- 
letans arc now put to a great inconveni- 
ence to procure water, which is incef- 
lantly carried up to them from that ri- 
ver by'afles hfeavity loaded with fix earthen 
pots each, and bought at two Maravedts 
a pot ; that is, two-thirds of an Englifh 
farthing. 

I fhall go to-morrow to Aranjuizy fe- 
Ven leagues beyond this town. Seven 
more the next day will carry me to Ma- 
drid, where I intend to ftay a while and 
fcribble a great deal. But the -qoeen, 
unluckily for my Journal, died fix or fe- 
ven days ago : fo that I (hall find the 
court g-onc into mourning, a reftralnt put 



upon many private diverfions, and a 
full flop to all the public for a while. 
This will cut me off from many amufing 
topicks, for which I a. a very forry bodi 
for your fake and mine. 



L E T T E R LL 

■ 

Fditkal meditations^ 

Aranjuez, 0£V. 5. 1750. 

AB O U T a ft one- throw from the 
great road^ and a league from To- 
ledo, I faw on my left-hand another 
poor caftle called Pelavenegua^ went to 
infpedt it, and found its ruins, like thofe 
of ^an Cervantesy quite ready to perifli* 
The few walls that remain are in fuch a 
condition, that I could eafily throw down 
thp corner of one with a light pufh, and 
it appears that the flat ground on which 
it ftands will foon be r-eady for the plough. 
Indeed, as one ranges over this coun- 
try, it is fad to recoUett how rich aijd 
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populous it was in former ages ! Lewi^ 
IX king of France, as Guevara tells us 
in his letters, after having feen many parts 
of Europe and Aiia at the time of the 
Crufades, affirmed that no court was fo 
Iplendid as that of Caftile, which was 
then a much fmaller kingdom than what 
is now called Spain. But, though it was 
fmaller, ope .of its kings {Guevara calls 
him Alphonfb III) who kept his court 
at Toledo, was able to fend to the holy 
land an army of a hundred thoufand foot, 
ten thoufand horfe, and fixty thoufand 
carts, loaded with baggage. There may 
be, and I believe there is, fome Spa- 
nifli exaggeration in this accouht. The 
number of the carts at leaft bears evi- 
dently no proportion to that army. But 
coming down to the reign of Ferdinand 
and Ifabel, Cafiile and Arragon ftill af- 
forded men enough to fubdue the moor- 
i(h king of Granada^ who muftered up 
on that occafion no lefs than fifty thou* 
i^/}d horfe and fevend thoufand foot. 
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How thick muft have the population been 
during thofe periods in thcfc provinces? 

But as foon as the Spaniards had the ' 
misfortune to be rid of thofe enemies, and 
to maftcr all the riches of America, 
as they did foon after the conqueft of 
Qranada, fuch quantities of gold and fil- 
ver poured into their enlarged empire 
from Liima and from Mexico^ as to make 
it for a while the moft opulent that ever 
exifted in Europe fince the downfal of 
the Romans. 

The confequence of that opulence to 
Spgin was, that her foldier hung up his 
fword and buckler, her hufbandman for- 
fook the plough, her artifl: flung away 
his tools, and the whole nation fell a- 
dancing. 3nd enjoying the fiidden pro- 
duflions of their mighty atchievements. 
Quiet fucceeded to motion for a while, 
and idlcnefs to inactivity. Inftead of 
continuing to work for themfelves, the 
rich Spaniards fent to their neighbours 
not only for numberlefs fupetftwv\\^%^\yax 
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even for many neceffaries, which pradlicd . 
impoyeriflied them much fafter than one 
would have imagined. 

That condu<a however/ would not have 
proved fatal^ and defolation would not 
have fpread over the internal parts of this 
kingdom, if the Spaniards had not flock'd 
away by thoufands and ten thoufands to 
the newly difcovered world. It was their 
precipitous emigration to America, that 
deprived E/lremaJura, Toledo ^ the two 
Cajiilesy Arragon, and Leon of too many 
of their inhabitants ; and had not the 
government been timely alarmed at it, 
and put fome limits to.it, it is probable 
that not a foul but what would have ran 
away to the countries of gold and filver. 

Yet notwithftanding this univerfal in- 
dolence and precipitous emigration, Spain 
would ftill have continued to bear great 
proportion to its neighbouring nations in 
point of population, had not a ruinous 
fyftem of policy been keenly purfued by 
her duripg more than two centuries. 



f 225 } 

The ambition that moved. Or the necef- 
flty that forced the Spaniards to keep and 
enlarge the coii ntricfs whfch* they poffeff- 
cd beyond the PireneahS* proved mtich 
more deftrudtivc than their 'aanihilatiori 
of the ' Mbrifcos, and their coriqueft of 
America; * Flanders and Itialy involved 
them in diftant Wars that drained their 
provinces of' numberlefs mcDi and of 
more jgold and lilver than -Attterica coald 
afford; If' inftead of gbing for vidto* 
ribus laurels to Pavia itidi Str^intln, 
the Spaniards had ;jiven ^p wftkt^ver fhley' 
^oflefltd beyoridtheir mounta:i?rs/and kept 

their armies' ahdflotas' at' ^^htorne, thefr 

, > p ■ . .... 

khi^dotti would have ftiJi bedfa foi-miti-i' 
a'ble> and' the ambaflkdors bf i^raniJe' 
Would nor eafily have gottJfn precedence' 
of theirs-. .But> fucceffivc vi^ories en- 
feebled them, and the progeny off the* 
royal prifoner they made at . Pavia,_got* 
the upper hand of their ijaonarchs .a* 
very little ■ time after the i:el>elliou.s 
Vol. II. Q^ -yCou- ' 
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(fi) Connetable had put an eod to aU Frendb 
preten£ons to the' countries that lie on 

• - 

t|te warmer fide of the Alps. 

But are the Spaniards to be beamed fo^ 
i^ot having given pp thofe diftant pofTef* 
£tons th^t w,ere at laft wrefled. frqm theoi^ 
by the foixe of war ? No# The aiFai» 
of nations b/j^qonae gradually fo entangled 
"by a flxong cqncuifrepce of fucceffive ac^ 
cidents, th^t. the unravelling of them i& 
at laft, out of the reaqh of human pmH 
deuce : nor is it. always in the power pf 
na^qns to.^c^ what is beft> even on thp fup<« 
ppfitipA tha|^;^e^ had it in their fvilJU Let 
mi imaginp* ffcv? inftauce^ that Charles. V. 
h^d I^feo willing ;to give iip. all hp pot, 
fpjpTjjd in Flanders ai;Ld in J^Iy» do y«a 
i;^j?lj[y think ,t]^at it would have, been ii 

-r(#) Tb^ €09tfi^uenci if the great hattU neal^PavU 
in. LonA^rdu ^%i»n iy the CmnetdbU Ji.Biurhn^ atid 
the falling of Francis I into the hands of Charles V, 
pui'an'effeSiual end to the claims of France on fe- 
viral Itatiah fr&wnees. The French never could get 
any durable . footing in Ittdy everfmf^ that fatal day. 

^i. . J • _ his 



JiispoWef ^ What would the WO?ld, ddd 
Spain herfelf/ have faid to hind; had he 
ctcf come to fetch a rcfolution ? What 
would have been faid to^his ibti Philipt^ 
and to each of his faceeiTdrs^ had any of 
them thought of doing what Charles 
ought to have done iot the advantage of 
his Spanifh fubjeds, and lopp'd off diofe 
exuberant branched of the monarchy thdt 
proved injurious to the trunk? Nay^ 
what would the world and Spain fay to 
this very kingt fhould he take into hit 
head to give up that fmall part of the Bar^ 
bary*coaft he fi^ftually poffeflcs, whicht 
every manin Spain and out of Spain knows 
tobe rather detrimental than u(eful to bis^ 
kingdom ? Was any minifler to adviib 
fuch a meafure^ he would be looked upon 
as a ridiculous politician^ if not as tha 
vil<^ft of traitors j and that fame people^ 
to whoi^ the keeping 'Of Or an and Ceutd 
proves onerous^ would exclaim againft 
fuch an aft, was it to take place, and con-* 
lider it as their greater di(h9ndur for ceu* 



C 228 ] 

turieS to come..' Nor is there any nation, 
biiC what would think like the SpaniarJB 
in a iiniilar cafe ; and ' with good reafbn 
too, as .the giving up without abfolute 
compulfion what is their own> in nation^ 
as in individuals, will always be reckoned 
difhonourablc. Such is the nature of 
inan, and fo is the world conflituted^ 
Kings ffluft marry, kings muft die, attd 
kings naoft make war and peiice, ThetJi 
events will produce events, and nations 
will thus acquire rights that caftnot afi 
ter\Hrards be rdinqiiiflied withqut hard 
jft niggles-, t)r "without incurring blam« 
and contempt, . The'War$ that in our 
days gave i£he twb Bibilies^ W k'Spanifh iry-^ 
fahte, and thd^dutchy of Parma to ano* 
ther, prbvedj nioft ruinous^ 'to this mb-* 
narchy ; and well did the. S|ianiai*ds fore** 
fefc that; rmnous they would ■ be. Btff 
hpw could thejf have helped^ themfelv*^ 
and forbp^n thofe wars ? , A Goffce-A^teT- 
man, a/MachiawlTich in after- wity will 
eafijy fay^ ih»t?ili-3iad'been wife, fini:ethal 
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'Was the cafe/ not to think of Naples and 
Parma, and let any body take them that 
could : and fo would the council of Caf*' 
tile have reafoned, had each of its mem- 
bers been chofen out of a breed of men not 
lineally defcended from Adam and Eve, 
Unluckily Adam and Eve were their pro- 
genitors ; and whoever is defcended from 
that pair, will in like circumftances do 
like the n^embers of that council, and ad- • 
vife what they advifed. 

Revolving thefe and other fuch fool- 
eries in my head for the fpace of a league, 
I reached a venta where my calefleros 
intended to 0;op and bait : but the ventg 
was ihut, and our knocking at its dpot 
was in vain. » So we went forwards ano- 
ther ^ league to Fil/a MeJSr, a hamlet of 
four houfes that might as well be called 
Villa pedr^ as none of the four familie* 
in it had a loaf of bread to fpare us, 
fIow?ver they had wine enough to fill 
our Borracho^ which my folks had al- 
laoft emptied in the f^^ic^ o^ \^\^n 

0^5 \^^^v 



leagues^ on the ufual pretence of tho 
weather being infufferably hot, and 
dri nkipg a good remedy againft thirft. 
We proceeded two leagues more> got 
ititp ^ fine forelh fpread a napkin un- 
der it? fhade, produced foqie cold vic^ 
tualsy and dined very comfortably. 

That done, we entered a long alley of 
very tall elins that led ftraight to Aran- 
ju6z, trotted along it merrily, and wer^ 
at the pofada ju|l as thi; fun was going 

dpwp. 

J. J£ TT E R. iu, 

j( (harintngj^ot. l^c Jardiftier S9avAnt* 
pujls mpent dtid modern. Ladies well 
hehaved^ A theatre. The adventure^ 

, (if the green bird* A pretty village^ 

• -.... .- .> . . • . , 

I Have fqerj ?i great m^;^ delightful 
places in ]man^ P?V'5> ^ut pone inojQ 
fo than the royal palace .and garden, of 
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and love confiilted here With Gatnlla^ 
siDd Petrarch about huilding a rural mah- 
fion for Pfyche^ Lefbia^ Laura^ or ibihe 
Spani(h Infanta. 

Imagine a park many leagues rounds 
cut acrofs in different parts by allejrs of 
two, three, and even four miles extent. 
Each of tbofe alleys i$ formed by two 
double rows of elm-trees, one double row 
on the ri^ht and one on the^kft, whic& 
renders the (hade thicker. The alleyf 
are wide enpugh to admit of four coaches 
a*-breaft, and betwixt each double row 
there is a harrow channel, through which 
runs a ftream of water, fo that the trees, 
never wanting moifture, arc grpwn very 
tall and very leafy. 

Between thofe alleys there are thick 
groves of froallcr trees of various kinds, 
and tfiouiands of deer and wild-boars 
wander there at large, befides numberlefs 
Jiares, rabbits, pheafants, partridges, and 
fcveral other kinds of birds. The wild- 
'P<At$ hbwevcr arc not ^lic to t^N^.^^ vcw 



this place as where no care has beea 

, * ••■••■•• 

taken of them. Here tJKv have been 
ufed to repair on certain hours to fomc 
places, where oats are plentifully diftri- 
buted to them^ and they are grown £0 
familiar with the voice of their feeder, 

■ ■ ■ ' ' 

that they will run after him whenever 
they hear hinj call. 

There is no wall round this park> a$ 
too many bricks would have been re- 
cjuir^d to form fo vaft an enclofure. Yet 
the various animals that live in it, cannot 
be tempted to forfake it, as the country 
round does not abound either in fhade or 
paflure* 

The river Tagus which I have crofl'ed 
at Lifbon, Cafas del Puerto, Talavera, 
and Toledo, runs through this place 
and divides it into two unequal parts. 
The water it carries is not very confid^r-* 
able J fo that if was eafily divided, con- 
fined between artificial banks, and turned 
Vf berevcr it was tbgyght ne<;eflary. 
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.^ The central point of this greit.park is 
the King's palace, which is partly fur- 
rounded by the garden. Of that palace 
we ihall fpeak anon. Let us firil take a 
walk round the garden. 

The chief entrance into it is through a 
Parterre cut into feveral compartments^ 
that have borders of box and tnyrtle> and 
contain a vaft variety of the moft beauti- 
ful flowers both American and European. 

There are five pieces of water in thisr 
parterre, each adorned with bronze- 
figures as big as the life, that raife the 
water in*fpouts to a confiderable heights 
In the firfi: piece there is a Neptune with 
Tritons, in the fecond n fwan with boys 
playing about it, in the third I have 
forgot what, and the fourth and fifth 
have each a nymph riding on a ferpent. 
- Beyond the parterre on the right hand 
ther9 is an artificial cafcade of the Tagus 
amidft artificial rocks. The eye is no 
lefs chfarmed by the broken wave, thanf 
delighted by the dafhing^noife^ 
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Froik) hence yda enter ah alley that 
leads to ApoUc/s fountain. It is ib called 
from a ftatue of that god (landing on a 
high pedeftaly with Pegafus by him. The 
hafon of the fountain is odagonal^ and 
oh each angle there is a naked genius 
that feems to fc^ueeze the head' of a dol- 
phin with his foot, to force the water 
oat of his jaws. Apollo, the genius's, 
the dolphins, and the bafon aret)f the 
whiteft marble. 

The alley Je ias iurtas {of the tricijt) 
is beyond it, and it is fo called bctmife> 
as you crofs it, if the gardener pleafes^ 
you are fpritikled with "witcr (pouting 
from under your feet, which cannot be 
avoided when yoo! have once entered the 
alley. 

The Fuente (k ia Efpina follows MXt. 
It' is foftned by (bur pillars round a ba^ 
Ibi). '£^h pillar has ait htafy oi» it» 
tbpr^oouting water on 4 joung matt who- 
fits In the midA of the baibn, piclemg an 
^ma{a tkttw) oiit of hU foot. Bothlthe 
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young man and the harpies are reckoned 
Oiafter-picces in ftatuary; but I don't 
like the conceit of monfters pouring wa* 
ter upon a young man that minds his 
thorn and not them. Some figure in ani 
attitude of horror had done better than 
one in that quiet pofture. Nor do I ]ike 
the exotick birds painted round thi$ 
fountain a' top of the green letticc that 
furrounds iti as I cannot difcover any 
analogy between the birds, the harpies^ 
jmd the young man. There is nothing 
in my opinion that has a worfe effedt in 
a garden, than paintings, except it be 
fome perfpedtive on fonjc wall at the end 
of fpme alley. 

From the ^horn-fountain you fee four 
enclofures for fruit-trees; and amongft 
them there are a^ually fuch numbers of 
oranges and lemons hanging on their 
branches, as the Hefperides jpnight envy* 
To thoie enclofures you are le4 through 
pafTages fo well fcreened by a thick fp-s^ 
liage, that the f4in-be|ims caa oOl tsv<yyi 
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touch you, than if you were under 

. ground : and the frefhnefs is there fq 

, great, that it forced me to button up my 

coat, although without the garden the 

weather was very hot. 

In one of thofe pafTages I could not 
help taking notice of a large Indian-tree 
which they call Lyron. Its Xx\xx)k feems 
. compofcd of half a dozen ftems, and 
the circumferente of it I take to be little 
lefs than four fathoms. 

Leaving the fruit enclofures on the 
right, we advanced to the Bath of Venus. 
The goddefs is there reprefcnted as com- 

i 

ing out of the bath, and her hair drops 
water into a fine marble bafon fupported 
by Cupids. 

A little further there is the fountain of 
Bacchus. Both the tub and the god are 
of bronze, and of a moft perfeft work- 
inanfliip. ^But he is fo fat, that I woulcj 
rather call him Silenus, as I do not recol* 
lefl: any zncknt Bacchui fo flefby^ 

The 
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' ■ The fomidin ofNeptune follows : But 
his figvirei as wfellas thoftf of the* Tritons 
round it, is much fmaller than the life,* 
which in fuch open places always produce 
a bad cfFeft, If iiature is to be departed 
from, let us in open places make it gi- 
gantick rather than dwarfifh. Nor did I 
like to fee this fubjeft occurring a fecond 
time in the Ihort fpace that there is from 
the parterre to this fountain. ^ 

> iBeyond this Neptiine there is theTir- 
1^^ a wide and almoil circular bowiing- 
green wirh' 'four trees in the midft of it 
c^nfiiierably large and tall, which with 
their ample fliade, joined to that of th.e 
ftigh and thick hedge that furrounds the 
\frh61e bOwliag-greeri, renders it very' 
cool and pleafant. . /' 

• • • 

* On the ri^ht fide of xkA^Terrdo ther^ 
i$ a fine bricSge of 'five arches over thi6^ 
Tagus, and at the caft- end of that bridge' 
another eildlofure fbrTriiit, which I di4 
riot chufe to ehter, liking better to cpn- * 
tinue my wSilt afong tha rivdr, ^ the bank 
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of which is there defended by iifoa^failji 
coloured gre^n^ divided from fpace to 
Ipace by fmall marble pillars^ each of 
which fupports a large flqwer pot of a 
tery fine fort of earthen-ware made at 
Talaveraif and the arms of Spain painted 
upon each pot. Their forms o^jght eafily 
have been better. 

Not far from that bridg!$ ther^ is ft 
fountain called the Tritons, bec^ufe threes 
of thoi^ fabulous beings jQ;ind in the 
middle of it with their backs to eacti. 
other, fupporting two majtble bafons^ 
one over the other, the Water falling 
from both in large (beets. 

Near this fountain a^fmatl branch of 
the T^gus that has been pai;Ced higher 
up, joins to it again under ^ wooden 
biidge painted green, on wh|ch no 
coaches are allowed to pais but thctfe of 
the Royal Family. 

From this bridge you have a delight* 
ful profp^d of a wild Ibrcft on the left 
fide of the river. But ^fbtc you come 



|D^ the ibridget/ there is' b, fciisd of ptvil* 
lioa ibpported by green-jfteint^ wobdcfl 
columns, called e/ Cenadr {afupper-fhcn) 
utended for the-Bjoyai Family to fisp 
uader when they have a miBd4 So 
charming a fpot there is nt)t in the ivhole 
garden> rand it is impofiible to &y how 
f leafant it is made by trees irrcguUrly 
planted on each fide of the rlve^^ and by 
the river itfelf, that runs there with 
fome impetuofity agaiuft rocks, and 
breaks in 9 moft delightful murmur, i 
.From the Cmair you enter a wid6 
bower formed of lime-trees* The 
ground under it is^ particularly firm and 
fmdOthi^ which adds mudh to the plea- 
fu« of > walking. But ttirning .about; 
and leaving the bridge of ^ire iarches on 
pur right, let uls go al<Hig thqi* iron^ralS|^ 
where the little pillars fupport the flower^ 
pots. 

That iron^rail, as I faid, runs along 
the fmaller bratach of the river, and 
reaches another pretty bridge of a fia^l^ 
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arch, wJbich is likewife left on the left 
hand« From thence you enter the Terrdo 
again, in order to pafs to a fpot that hasr 

• • • 

been eriibellifhed with numberlefs exo- 
ti6k flowers, the grcateft part of unfpeak- 
able beauty, interfperfed with orange-^ 
trees, the fruits of which arie juft ripe; 
and hang in fuch clufters from all the 
plants, that you can Scarcely fee theic 
leaves* 

I A few fteps beyond thai flower-fpot 
there is the gardener's houfc. A pretty 
buildiiTg, fronted by a pleafant meadow, 
perfcdily ihaded by fome of the talleft 
ind moft leafy trees that ever I faw. A 
Barrow .ditch ihat runs on one fide of that 

ijieadawj; produces thQ.i|fands of mu(h- 

> 

K)onMi which, they fay, arc very good to= 
qat whctt newly (prung, but grow tough 
if they are:not foon gathered. The gair- 
dener refufed to tell me how he contrives 
to have foch.an aftonifhihg bed of mufh- 
looms in: -that ditch. They lye upon 
fiach other like,! thick bed of oyfters. I 
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fli(pe(%9 that the bottom of the ditch is 
artificially formed of thofe ilones that 
are called at Naples Ptetre Fungaje {mujh^ 
room-fiones) which will produce mufh- 
rooms when watered and expofed to the 
fun. 

Beyond the gardener's houfe you meet 
with another cafcade of the Tagus, that 
no Icfs charms the eye with the tranfpa- 
tency of its water, than the ear with the 
inequality of its noife, one moment 
quick and loud, and the next foft and 

flow. ; 

By that cafcade ticre is another Cenaor 

painted green and yellow, no lefs well 

lituated than the other already mentioned, 

having the cafcade behind, and the great 

fountain of Hercules before. 

This fountain is the grandeft .thing in 
the whole garden. It is a decagon orna-> 

mented with a confiderable number of 

» ■ • 

ftatues, the principal of which is that 
of the Theban hero killing the hydra. 
Both the ftatues and the fcveral bafons 
-Vol. II . R va 



[ Hi J 

ia which they are placed, are of the 
whiteft marble, and the water that tum-^ 
bles in and out, ravifhes the fight with 
its romantick falls. 

From hence you afcend fome grand 
fteps adorned likewife with fine flatues, 
and turning round a corner of the Royal 
Palace, enter a parterre belonging to the 
Infant Don Luis, furrounded by a wall 
full of niches, each containing a marbk 
buft. 

The firfl of thefe bufls (as the garden-* 
cr faid) reprefents a Roman Emperor, 
called Hannibal the Carthaginian. 

This piece of intelligence made mo 
aware, that the honefl fellow was rather 
lefs an hiflorian than a gardener. It was 
he, that had added with his chalk the 
noble title of Emperador Romano to the 
engraved n^itnc o£ Hanniial ; and this he 
had done, he faid, for the quicker infor- 
mation of the Letrados who flock incef- 
fantly from all parts of the world to fee 
thofe bufls, all made at Madrid by Greek 

and 
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axifl Roman ftatuaries, erpecially thofc 
of. Qacen liabella^ Charles V. and Phi<^ 
lip IV. 

The £si€t is> that there is a fine collect 
tion of ancient and modern bafts. A^^ 
mongfl them Antonius Pius> Sergius^^ 
Galba^ Lucius Vcfus, Vefpaiian^ Marcus^ 
Axireliusy Titus^ Trajan, Tiberius, Vi- 
tellius, Domitian, and many other ^ alt 
placed at random, and out of all chrono- 
logical difpofitiori, intermixed with Alex- 
ander, Parmenio, Lyfimachus, and feve- 
ral Kings and Queens of Spain* 

Having left the parterre of Don Luis, 
and difmifTed the gardener with a pfefent, 
I went to fee the palace. A Spanish 
gentleman with his lady and two mar- 
riageable daughters waited at th& gate 
for my coming with the palace- keeper, 
who was to fhow it us. 

As thefe were the firft people of note 
that I faw in Spain, I watched them nar- 
rowly during the whole time the vifit 
lailed, but found nothing in them that 
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betrayed any remarkable Angularity either : 
in drefs,., manner, or behaviour. The ) 
father and mother anfwered my pafual 
queftions With plain civility, nor ^id the 
young ladies appear (by or bafhful when 
I dropp'd a word of compliment, but 
curtefied with a fmile or thanked with a 
word, without ftifFnefs, prudery, for*, 
wardnefs, or falfe modefty* This beganr 
to give me a better opinion of the Ma- 
drid-ma,nners than I had brought with 
me. Having read many things of the 
habitual gravity and haughtinefs of the 
Spaniards, I expected fome odd and ridi^ 
^ulous treatment ; but to my difappoiht- 
ment they behaved very well. 

As to the Royal Palace I have not much 
to fay. Jt is rather an elegant than a 
IJiagnificent building, , confidering its 
owner, and what may be called a com- 
ibrtable King's hqufe. The apartments 
Are well jJifppfed and ^^^ecorated witji 
Oiuch tafte. Were I to chufe, I would 
:liave this in preference Xa all the jipufes 
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and palates I ever faw. No carving, 
gilding, or painting is wanted any where 
in it. The furniture, and indeed every 
thing in it, is juft as I would have it. 
In one of the rooms there is a clock of 
curious workmanfliip, that has a canary- 
bird at top made of clock-work. The 
canary chirps like a true bird whenever 
the hour ftrikes. An ingenious trifle, 
that makes a man fmile, and a child 
happy. 

By the drawing-room there is a little 
theatre, which in the late King's reign 
was often trod by our moft celebrated 
lingers, fuch as Farinello, Caffarello, Ca- 
reftini, Mingotti, and others : but no 
ufe is now made of it, as his prefcnt Ma- 
jefty has no tafte for mufick. 

In a large room that has its walls co- 
vered with looking-glafles, we had a kind 
of adventure; and it would have been 
ftrange if we had met with none, as this 
may really be called un Palacio encantado. 
Entering that room we fpy'd ^ ^^^^sw 
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bird fluttering about as if endeavouring to 
find the opening at which he had got in. 
It feemed as if the many mirrors embarv 
raffed the poor thing by the muUiplica- 
tion of objedls. We prefently gave i% 
chace and ilrove to catch it. After ma-? 
ny ufelefs efforts injtermixed with a great 
deal of f<^nale fcreamiQg^ as is ufual on. 
fuch occafipns^ the eldeft fifter made the 
little creature her prifoner ; but inftead of 
holding it faft, (he ran without hefitarp 
ting a moment to the window, opened 
her generous hand, and let it ily away, 
much to the difappointment of us all* 
It was jmpoffrble not to praife fo pretty a 
deed. Hpr father commended her for it^ 
and I wis ftrongly tempted to give her a 
kifs. But, faid 1 with a ferious face, you 
are miftaken, fir, if you think the Sehorita 
has done this out of mere generofity. 
He ftared and did not know my lAcaning. 
Sir, faid I in an angry tone, this was an 
jgippointment made by her with forac 
young ipagician difguifed undef ^pretty 
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hkd, and Qxc fet hioi at liberty for fear 
her Mer ihcmld catch it^ and caufe a dif- 
XTQvery. 

This foolifh conceit had no bad efFeft, 
and made us fuch good friends, that before 
we parted they offered me letters for 
ribcir friends at Madrid and every thing 
in their power to m«tke me pafs agreeably 
what time I intended to ftay there. See 
how ealily a man may get acquaintance 
in a foreign country, if he but dares to 
be in a good humour ! 

I was no left pleafed with the village 
of Aranju6s5, than with the palace, gar- 
den, and park. Every houfe in that vil- 
lage is new and white, with windows 
that have green (butters placed without, 
and the ftreets are all ftraigKt. The King 
has given and ftill gives the ground grafts 
to any body that will build, provided 
they conform to the plan that was ori-* 
ginally made, which requires great uni- 
formity in the buildings. The world 
Cannot (how a, more regular little tQwi^> 

R 4 -wA 
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and it is cncrcafing every day. Tliere is 
a £ne t'ound church and a fine covered 
market, both placed in the midft of the- 
village for the greater convenience of the 
inhabitants that amount already to two 
thoufand. They generally live upon what 
the court fpends when there, and with 
letting part of their houfes at that time. 
It is pity that the air is not very good in 
the hotteft months. People are then 
much fubjeft to tertian and quartan agues. 
The King and court pafs here the months 
of May and June. In all his other coun- 
try-places his Majefty's retinue and the 
Foreign Minifters get but mean accom-- 
inodations ; but here the cafe> is diiierent, 
:^8 the beft people in Madrid have built 
themfelves houfes in order to pay their 
court to the King, who loves A ranjuez 
in preference to all his other feats, and 
with very good reafon in my opinion. 

Not many years ago a confiderable 
breed of camels was Icept here for gran- 
deur rather than for ufe: but it was ntg- 
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leded by degrees, and none are now left. 
We had the fame thing in Tufcany dur- 
ing the reign of the two laft Grand- 
Dukes of the Medicean family. 

To defcribe material objedts with the 
pen and give an exadt idea of gardens 
and houfes, is utterly impoffible. No- 
thing can do that, but the pencil. Yet 
by what I have here faid, I hope you will 
be able to conceive that Aranjuez is one 
of the moil pleafing fpots in Europe. 
A more pleafing faj I have feen no 
where, , The French travelling countefs, 
who faw it eighty years ago, was charmed 
with it: Yet it was not then half (b 
beautiful as now. 

{a) Mr. Clark fays^ that the Royal Palace at 
Aranjuez is *• a tolerable edifice^** and the garden^ 
•* a dead Aat** There are unlucky people in this 
fvorldy whom nothing can pleafe cut ef their wm 
country. 
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LETTER Ulh 

Trifles f fuCh as travel and fucK as UJe 

Villaverdc, Oft. 5» 1760, at night* 

I AM to pafs to-night in a very bad 
lodging. At the diftance of only 
three miles from fuch a capital as Ma- 
dridj I expected to find a better^ and 
could iiot have thought that the ftraw- 
bag would be of ufe. 

Coming out of Aranjuez. I crofled the 
Tagus over five boats , fo well coi^trived 
and painted, that^ unlofs a man is told^ 
he will miftake them for a ftone-bridge 
of four arches. Thofe fame boats are 
taken from thence upon particular occa- 
iions, drawn higher up the river, and 
placed in fuch ^ manner as to form a 
quadrangular fortification, which when 
illuminated, as it is often done for th? 
diverfion of the courts exhibits a fine fhovir 
jipon the water • 

At 
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At that bridge i>cgijQS anre of idxemen'*- 
tioned alleys formed with double rows of 
lelm-'treeiS. We jeatered it, and going 
^dong it duxio^ mof^ than a league^ 
reached another bridge which old age 
has rendered ruinous : but it is foon to 
he deflaoli£hed» as another juA by it i« 
^arly &:ii!(he.d thajt wiU adbjrd a fafer 
paflage* 

That new bridge is alJ .piade of whit^ 
marble^ and fb wide and magnifictot^ 
that the Ganges itfelf would be -proud 
of it. The water under it^ though per- 
ennialy is at prefent but a (lender brook ; 
yet at times is very large, when a thaw 
cncreafes it with the fnow of the neigh- 
})ouring mountains. 

Along the road from Aranjudz to that 
bridge there is an amazing number of 
marble-blocks fcattered about. What 
will be done with fuch a quantity of ma- 
terials no body could tell me« I fuppof^ 
|t i$ the king's intention to do greater 

aad 



ftnd greater things about his favourite 
villa. Happy he, who, amongft other 
things, can give a vent to the pafliori 
of building ! That pailion, one of the 
mod univerfal, actuates me fo idrongly, 
that, if roy will were equalled by nly 
power, the world would be adorned with 
fabricks^ to which the ancient capitol or 
the modern St, Peter would be but trifles. 
Never did Bibknas fanciful pencil draw 
fuch vaft edifices as I would ereft : nor 
is there any thing fo truly royal, in my 
opinion, as to heap blocks upon blocks 
in the various forms of palaces, temples, 
aqueduAs, theatres, amphitheatres, and 
other fuch things. 

You will pbffibly think me ridiculous 
for laying my vain thoughts thus open. 
But, was every body to tell what often 
fills his mind, and fuiFcr a curfory view 
to be taken of his airy caftles, many a 
man whofe reputation for the right ufc 
ef his thoughts is much greater than 

mine. 
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mine^ would not be deemed a vaft deal 
vttfer than myfelf. 

From the marble-bridge to this Fil- 
iaverde there are but two villages^ FaUe--^ 
mora and Pinto , both very indifferent. 
The intermediate country looks ftrangeljr 
barren, which is another thing I did liot 
expe<% to find fo near the Spanifh metro- 
polis. I hear the bells of Madrid ring, 
which gladdens the heart after having 
croffed fo many, tradts of filent defart. ^ 

To-morrow I ihall fee a cpuple of 
friends, all that I now have in Madrid. 
One is the Britifh conful-general, the 
other Don Felix d'Abreu, who was for 
ieveral years envoy extraordinary from 
Spain to England- I knew them both 
in London, and they botU know of my 
coming, I hope they will be as glad to 
;iee me, as I (hall to fee them. 
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LETTER LIV. 

' A fiinking town that gives grangers the 
head^ackn Locanda meam an inn. In^ 
jlruSlkns to tranxelkrs who happen not to^ 
Be overloaded with money. 
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TH E three miles from Villavefdd 
to diis metropolis I cho£b to walk 
this moraing early, that I might con- 
template it at leifore^ 

Madrid lies in a good meafure on ik 
floping ground, which makes it appear to 
great advantage from that fide by which 
I came. Its form approaches the ckcular, 
and its diameter is a little more than twe> 
Englifli miles. The numerous (pires and 
cupolas promife well at a diftance, and 
feveral ample edifices fill your fight as 
you approach. 

I entered it by the magnificent ftone- 
bridge built by Philip II over the river 
Manzasares. A French traveller has 



made hinrfelf very merry at the e*penc« 
of tbat bridge^ aad crack'd fome jefta 
upott the diiproportion of it to the wa-» 
ter that runs under. But Frenchmen> 
like other people^ will eafily catch at op- 
portunities of being cenforious in other 
people's countries.^ The fa£t is, that the 
Manzanares becomes fbmetimes a confi- 
derable river by the fudden melting of 
the fhow on the neighbouring hills, and 
is often half a mile broad in winter. ' 

« 

Philip dierefore did a very proper thing 
when he built a large bridge over it^ 
and ridiculous are thofe who^ pretend to 
f idicule him on this account. 

From the bridge to the gate of the 
town there is a ftrait and wide avenue 
of fine treeSf which renders the entrance 
on that fide very noble^ But it i^ im-* 
poflible to tell how I was ibcck'd at the 
horrible ftink that feized me the inilant 
I trtifled myielf within^ that gate ! So 
ofieniive a fenfation is not to be dcfcrib- 
ci. I felt a heat all about me, which 
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was caufed by the fetid vapours exhal-^ 
ing from numberlefs heaps of filth lying 
all about. My head was prefently dif- 
ordered by it^ and the head-ake conti* 
need very painful from that moment. 

I came to alight at an inn called la 
Locanda del Principe^ which is kept by 
one Zilio» a merry Venetian, ahd have 
taken pofTefiion of the higheft apartment 
in it, that I may be as diftant as poflible 
from the polluted grdiind. But the 
whole of the atmofphere is fo impreg- 
nated with thofe vapours, that I think 
them unavoidable, was I to mount to 
the third region of the air. This has dif- 
gufted me fo much, that inftead of flay- 
ing here a whole month, as I propofed, 
1 have already refolved to run away with- 
in five or fix days at moil. 

As I wanted fome. reft after the fatigue 
of a fortnight's journey, I kept within 
doors the remainder of the day, fo that 
I cannot as yet tell you any thing of Ma- 
dridf but that it (links like a Cloaca Maxi- 

tna. 
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ma. The few ftreets which I have feert 
as I was coming to the inn, are all flraight 
and wide» and many of the houfes and 
churches very fightly. Was it not for 
the abominable ordure that fcarcely 
leaves a paiTage to foot-paffengers along-t 
iide the walls, I fhould judge Madrid 
to be one of the noblcft cities in Europe j 
but the fhocking (link .has made me re- 
pent I came to fee it. I had read and 
heard much of its filthy but thought 
that there was a great deal of exaggera-» 
tion in the account. My own eyes and 
noftrils have now convinced me that I 
was miflaken. 

But why ihould We vex at what can- 
not be helped ? Inftead of increafing 
my prefent pain by telling, the beft 
thing I can do, is to be gone as foon 
as I can. Should I flay here but a 
month, I fear my organs of fmell would 
be dcftroyed, and chufe not to run the 
rifk. My landlord Z/7/(? laughs broadly 
after the manner of his country at my 
vexation, and fwear^ that VvU wofe ^\C\Oc\. 
' Vol. I/. S 



he pulls while he fwcars) has been fy 
long ufed to this fragranc^, that he can 
tvalk about thefe flreets wkh as much^ 
indifference as he would in a £eld* Long 
cuftom to be Aire will reconcile any 
body to any thing : but I would not ac- 
quire it upoft any confideration. Muc& 
might here be heard and feen in a months 
very well worth hearing and feeingi and I 
dm perfuaded that awhile hence I ihall be 
forry to have loft the opportunity of brings 
ing myfelf tlolerabiy acquainted with this 
iinetropoli^; but cannot endure the thought 
©f fatisfying my idle curiofity at the price 
of a month's torment. I willnot blame 
the Spaniards for having faffered this evil 
to encreafe upon them age after age ih 
fuch a manner^ as to be now almoft paft 
remedy ; but I will be gone^ and never 
think to fee this town again, except the 
King fiicceeds */aJ in the fchcme they 

{a) The King has carried bis fcbemi into exstu^ 
' four or fiue years afier the datt cf this U$ter^ mad 
Madrid is mw om of tht cleanefi tvums in Euvife. iv^; 

4 ^^ 
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hy he has refbhred upon to cleaiife it) 
vrfaich will prove a truly Hcrcukari la- 
bour. 

Meat! while, to fill dp toy evening, let 
fce ftt down here fome iriftnidioii to thtf 
traveller going the jourriey frotn Liflbon 
to Madrid, that whoever chances upon 
thefe letters may go that road ^ith mord 
facility and cdtnfort, than I dkl for want 
of fuch an inftrudion. 

The firll thing you mutt db beforfe yod 
quit Lifboti> is to procure a paflport front 
the fecretary of ftatei as Withodt it yoil 
would not be fuffered to go beyond Efire- 
mOTp but forced to turn back for one^ and 
even be in danger of a jail. The Portu- 
guefe IS perhaps the moft jealous of Eu- 
ropean governtacnts, atid will minutely 
know who and what the ftrahgers are 
that come into the country, or go out of 
it: and people are there caft in prifon 
with very little ceremony* as the public 
Voicp informed me. Befides then th^ 
availing of danger, there is this ^dd\- 
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tional advantage in having a paflpovt^ 
that by fliov^ing it to the cixftom-men, 
they will not open your trunks, efpecl- 
ally if you are dexterous enough to flip 
a filver-coin into the paw of any of thena. 
It is very difagreeablc to have one's 
things difcompofed by fuch vifiters, who 
muft be civilly fpoken to both in Portu- 
gal and Spain, that they may not take it 
into their heads to give you the trouble 
which it is always in their power to 
give. Yet take very great care to have 
nothing Tubje^ to pay cuftom, no new 
fhirts, no new handkerchiefs, new ftock- 
ings, new flioes, new any thing ; or you 
will in fome place or other be vexed more 
than you are aware,. Have no books 
with you but what are Spaniih, Porta- 
guefcj, or Italian. A friend of mine who 
wanted to carry an Englifh book to Ma- 
drid,, took care topafte the image of St. 
Anthony on the firfl: leaf, and thus fzved 
it from coni&fcatioh. If you have Eng;- 
lilh, Dutch, or even French books^ or 
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any thing that is quite new, though ap- 
parently for your perfonal ufe, declare it 
to the cuftom-men before they begin 
their fearch if you fee them refolved upon 
it, and even before; or you may re- 
pent it. 

The paflport being got, fend for thofe 
calejfeiros who live at Aldeagallega, and 
not for thofe of Lifbon, whom you muft 
only hire when you intend to travel on 
the wfftern fide of the Tagus. On the 
eaftern it is much better to have the AI- 
deagallegans, who keep their beads and 
vehicles in that village, as their conftant 
occupation is to go backwards and for- 
wards on the Madrid- road, which makes 
them better acquainted with it than the 
Lifboners, befides that they hire them- 
felves cheaper likewife. 

With them you muft have your bargain 
in writing. Any chaife with two mules 
from Aldeagallega to Madrid is com- 
monly paid at the rate of fix thirty-fix- 
fliillings pieces in fummer, and feven in 

S 7 \^ VCsX^^ 
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V^intcr. Forget not the condition that 
they go through Toledo and Aranjuc^, 
if you hs^ve a mind to go tluoygh thofe 
two places, which are ce«ainly worth 
your feeing. When your bargain in 
fignpd, the artful fellows will tell ypu 
that ypu fliall want ox^n at the Puerto 
4el TruxUlq to draw you up that fteep an4 
troken hill. Hearing this, I was fijnplc 
^ough to §;ive two or three crufadpc$ 
{ibovc my bargaiii on their verbal prO'? 
pijfe, that they wpuld look themfelves 
for the oxen. But, when at Tfuxillo^ 
they pretended that np oxen could be^ 
goti ^nd kept tl»c ^ruf^dee§, The cpn^ 
fequepcc of it was, that my chaifc w^ 
pvcrturrie^, and my trunk behind almofl: 
brpkcn to pieces down the rocky decli- 
yity. Therefore keep your money, and 
when you rea^ Truacillo, bid them to 
look for the oxen, and pay a crufado 
a piece to the two men that ih^l come 
with them to dra|[ your chaifc up thjit 
|iard and dangerous pafs, 
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. J always found it a very great incon-/c- 
oicace to carry many conveniencies on a 
long journey. Inftead therefore of pro- 
viding myfelf with a bed and fevcral 
pieces of kitchen - furniture, as fome 
people had advifed mci I chofe to take 
aiy chance as to eating, and would have 
nothing extraordinary but a ilraw-bag 
4nd fheets. Should you be more deli- 
cate you may have a knife, fpoon, and 
fork, a drinking-glafs, fome towels, a 
pot to boil meat, and a hahd-candleflick 
with fome wax- tapers. 

If you hav^ a fervaat who can play 
the cook, fo much the better: if not^ 
you muft fhift as well as you can. h.% 
the eftallages and pofadas you will find 
in general no other vidliaals, but a mefs 
of garavanzos znd Judias (dry /:hick-p£qji 
and french JbeansJ boiled in oij and 
water with a ftrbng dofe of pepper, and 
a difh of bacallM and fardinas fjiock- 
fjb 2ind pilchardsj (czhncd like wile with 
pepper and oil. Not an ounce of butter 

S 4 ^'^ 
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will you find during the whole journey, 
except at Aranjuez. This at leaft was 
my cafe. If you have no mind to put up 
with fuch dainties, be careful whenever 
you come ^o a town or village to buy 
meat, fowls, and game. Game efpecw 
ally I found in abundance wherever I 
flopped, and excellent partridges abov^j 
^11. New-laid eggs you will often find 
likewife. If you have no fervant, there 
Js always fome woman who will drefs 
you any thing for a fmall reward. In a 
bungling manner, 'tis true; but what 
^gnifies that ? Their way of ro^fting is 
to trufs the meat or bird on the point of 
a (hort hand-fpit, and turn it rovind ancj 
round over a flame made of rpfemary 
pr thyme, which abpund every where 
in Allentejo and Eftremadura. *Tis ai^ 
odd way; yet not fo bad as one may 
imagine, efpecially when helped by a 
good appetite ; and an appetite is never 
wantjng through tbofe regions, where 

» 

|he air is pure and fliarp. In largq 



towns, fuch as Badajoz, Merida, Talia- 
vera, and Toledo, the art of cookery is 
pradtifed in a lefs Tartarick manner; but 
in villages, ventasy and eftallages^ that is 
the common method. Were any of their 
kitchens ornamented with a jack, it is 
my opinion that the inhabitants of the 
provinces round would flock to fee it for 
a wonder, as the boys and girls ran to 
look at my watch at Talaverola. 

If you travel in a proper feafon, as 
was my cafe, provide yourfelf with a 
balket. You meet then with grapes, 
figs, melons, and other fruit in the neigh*- 
bourhood of almoft every habitation. 
Fill your bafket with them, and they 
will be of ufe againft the, heat, which 
pften proves troublefome. The peafants, 
both in Portugal and Spain, I have found 
very kind. They would fill my bafket 
with the bell fruit they had as I went by 
their vineyards, and be thankful for a 
real; nay, fome were fo generous as to 
refufe money, though they had given mc 
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what would have fold for guineas in 
England, It is one of the blefBng's of 
unfrequented regions, that the peafants 
arc hofpitable: but where every trifle 
may be turned into money, money will 
Oe expedled for every trifle. 

Whether yoo have a bed, or only a 
flraw-bag, take care to have the room 
well fwept where you are to lie, and 
have your couch placed at a diflance 
from the walls^ or you will have your 
deep interrupted hy various kinds of in- 
fers, which propagate wonderfulIy^ in 
fo warm and poor a country. 

Some people are apt to figure dangers 
in diftant regions, fancy robbers fwarm- 
>ng on every road, and cut- throats at 
pvery inij. For my part I iievcr met with 
liny in my various rambles through feve- 
ftl regions of Europe. However, it 
V^iU be prudent to carry piftols,. and fo 
place them in the chaife, that they may 
ptfily be feen. Have them in your 
l^ands as you ali|;ht, that people may 

take 
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take notice how well you are prepared 
agaioil any attack. My BatiAe wears a 
broad hanger by his fide^ and is pofTeiTed 
beiides of a frightful mufkety which he 
has always in view. The low people of 
every nation I never obferved to be much 
daring againfl: ilranger.s when the lead: 
jeiiftance is apprehended ; therefore the 
precaution of fhowing fire-arms will ge- 
nerally preclude all temptation to aiTault a 
traveller. 

Above all, do n4)t forget a good fi^r- 
rach^ in warm weather. Both in Portu- 
.^al and Spain, good wine is. to be found 
\n many places. Fill it with the bcft^^ 
and cool it bv a plunge into fome brook 
or river. The running waters from Al- 
dcagajlcga to Madrid I found to be all very 
cold. They would refrefla my wine in 
a few minutes. But fuffer npt your ca- 
Icfferos to meddle with it as often a£ they 
would chufe^ otherwife they become 
quarrelfome or impertinent j befides that 
they ^rc already too apt to flecp on their 
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mules, and endanger your neck together 
with their own for want of vigilance. 
If jrou cannot keep them awake, abftam 
from fleeping yourfelf in your vehicle, 
cfpecially amidft the mountains. The 
mules are fure-footed, and feem to have 
a full fenfe of danger when there is dan- 
ger : yet a man muft take care of him- 
felf. 

You will meet with beggars In various 

places ; and I am far from difcommend- 

ing liberality to thofe who could fcarcely 

find employment if they had ever fo 

great a mind to work. But there is a 

breed of them in Eftremadura, who, be- 

fides afking your charity, infift upon your 

killing their grealy crucifixes and niado- 

nas. Give nothing to them, except you 

intend to kifs their images, becaufe they 

have much more at heart the credit of thofe 

images, than are defirous of your ochavos 

and quartillos. If you give them good words 

jnftead of money, they will eafily let you 

alone i but if you give any thing and re- 
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fufe to kifs, you will have a deal of foul 
language^ be your alms ever fo great. 

Have always feme fpare-rope in the 
box of your chaife to tie your trunks again 
iUpon occafion . In a country where no- 
thing is ever at hand that you may 
chance to need, the want of a bit of rope 
will fometimes put a traveller to a great 
deal of trouble. I am even ufed to carry 
fome nails and a hammer; nor will it be 
amifs to look whenever you alight, whe- 
ther the trunks are fafely tyed, cfpecially 
in jolting roads. 

Trifling as thcfe advices may appear, 
you may poffibly find them ufeful, Xeno^ 
phon thought it not unworthy to be de- 
livered to pofterity, that Cyrus, amidft 
his other military provifions, took care 
that his foldiers fhould have fpare thongs, 
by which they might bundle up their 
neceflaries or their plunder. However, 
I do not intend them for thofe who have 
money at command, who, inftcad of gor 
ing a flow mule-pace, may fend men and 

2 XClNiSs.^ 
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nxxAtt before, to have them ready where- 
ever they pleafe, arrd change: them frorti 
ftagc to ft^ge. He who can afford the 
cxpcnce, will be thus able to go in five 
tx fix days the journey which I employed 
a full fortnight in performing. 

Nor mufl you grumble at numerous 
inconveniencies on that road, which has 
its plcafures as well aspain^. Bcfides the 
fati^fadion naturally afforded fey the in- 
fpcftion of new modes of life, he that ' 
goes from Li(bon to Madrid has or may 

* • 

have almoft every night the pleaforc of a 
dance, which to a well-difpofed mind is 
not ft fmall enjoyment, as dancing gene« 
rally fufpends ajl feelings of mifery, and 
make* people happy for the time. The 
beholding of content in others cannot 
but raife pleafing (entiments in ourfelves. 
Wherever you come at nighty there is 
always fome body that plays on the guit* 
tar, or if there is none, you may have 
one for the leaft trifle : by which meani 
\ you prtfently gather together all the 
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young men and women that are within 
reach j and an hour is thus agrccablj 
f|yent. This at Icaft has been ray caft 
for i|?eral nights. 

L E T T E R LV. 

A^ cunning queen. The palace almofi Jinijh^ 
ed. Confidence in priejis. A vajl many 
pi Slur es J and why. Mijfqls like Atlas* $. 
JNdtlier grav^, nor over-cv^il^ nor r^- 
Jervedp nor jealous. A Tertulia is a 
pretty thing. Leave alia Spagnuola. 
Rice a la Valcnciana. 

Madrid* Oa. 8, J7^o^ 

LAST night I fent a note to my 
friend Don Felix d'Abreu^ ac^ 
quainting him with my arrival, and pro- 
mifing him my company to-^day at din^ 
ner> on condition be would forbear his 
French ragoos for once, and give me a 
true Spanifh dinner. His anfwer was 
that he would comply with my whim, 
and call upon me early thil morning. 
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He did fo, and took me to fee thd 
King's new palace that was what I 
wanted moil to fee in Madrid^ not only 
becaufe it had flruck me as I bebdd it 
yefterday at a diftance, but alfo bcnufe 
I have not forgot Signor Sacchetti the ar« 
chitedt of it, who was our father's inti- 
mate friend and fellow-ftudeflt in archi* 
teSqre under Don Philip Juvara the 
famous Sicilian^ who left fo many fpe- 
cimens of his abilities in and about Tu- 
rin, But before I attempt to give you 
ibme idea of that edifice, let me tell you 
the rcafon why it was ercdled upon Sac- 
chetti's plan, iiiftead of Juvara's. 

In the year 1734 the ancient royal pa- 
lace in Madrid was burnt down, I know 
not by what accident. King Philip V. 
wanting another, and being told that 
Juvara was reckoned the beft architedl of 
•the age, requefted him of our King, in 
whole fervicehe had been for many years^ 

On Juvara's arrival at Madrid he was 
ordered to make a model. But while he 
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Was about It, it fo happened that £lia!i« 
beth Farnefe, the King's fecond wifei 
who managed her hufband as Oie pleafed^ 
began to think of a war which was to 
procure a fettlement in Italy toherfon 
Charles. Inftead therefore of laying out 
in building/' according to the King's in- 
tentipn^ the ieveral millions deftined to 
that purpoie, Ihe thought to have them, 
kept for the occafioos of that war. 

This icheme of the queen you may 
ea£ily guefs that Juvara was not to be ap-^ 
p4&d of, nor was he ever politician 
enough to give the leaft guefs at it. He 
haftened to compofe his model, which he 
did not in the leaf): doubt but would be 
brought into execution, as the Queen 
herfelf afFeded to follicit the completion 
of it. 

The model took time in making: but 
"when it was brought under the King's 
eye for approbation, PatiSo who waa his 
firfl miniftcr having been errtrufted by 
the Queen with her fecret, and reiblved 

VquII. T .^^ 
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to ftick by Iier, rcprefented to the Kiirtg^ 
that Juvara had contrived an habitation ' 
too fmall for a monarch of Spain to live , 
ifi, and inrfifted upon the architcft's giv- 
ing a plan more proportionate to the 
grandeur of its future inhabitants. 

Philip was the dupe of Patino's flatter- 
ing objeftidn, efpecially as the Queeit 
declared for the fame opitaion ; tidr way 
Juvara hin^fclf much difpleafed when he 
beard it was their Mjgeftres intention that 
he fhould go to the utmoft of his powers, 
and think of a houfe more proportionate-' 
both to his own abilities and the KingV 
treafures. 

Within three years Juvara producect 
another modeT, fo very grand, that he wasf 
fure no objedion could be raifed againft it 
either on account of its fize or its magni- 
ficence; and he had the momentary fatis- 
faftion to hear hrmfetf much praifed by 
the whole court for the greatnefs of his 
ideas. But on his delivering the calcu- 
lation of the expence which, the building 



would re^ire>^ amounting to thore^tban 
thirty millions Jfterllng^-rthd Qupen arii 
her confidant .raifeduitho /obvious pbjx^^ 
tiony that the King^s* iinahtes ^could »ftQt^ 
mch £6 high. ) The poor architeA;*vas 
therefore' ordered to think of a third plaa 
that kept; eqtridiflant from the littlenefs 
ofthofirft 4nd thegreatnefs of the fec:ond> 
To ; remonftrate iagaiiift this decifion 
had been pferfedlly abfurd : but while h« 
was bui^: about it> the war broke out that 
had boenvlong hatching/ the Spwiik 
doubloon^ began . to flow >faft into italyi 
and Juvara with his plans were of coijrfe 
jtegle<3jed* Scarcely was- he fuffered to 
.open hi# lips- about building when hq ap- 
•peared at courts and P^atiiio in particular 
raifed'^fa many . difficulties whenever, l^e 
dared to fhow any of his. drawings to the 
King,, that atlafthe died broken-hearted, 
• probably to the great fatisfadion of jhc 
crafty tmnifter who had long fpirited him 
up to be very grand in his fecond model. 

T 2 ^^^'^ 
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Sdoo after Juvara'r dcatk, t}skt Kingn 
who was really in eameft about, having k 
palace, enquired whether Juvara had left 
behind any difciples capable tamakp uft 
of the defigns of tfapir mafter. The King 
of Sardinia had two;' that isr Saccfaetti 
and our father. Sacchetti beiiig ritckoaed 
the beft, was ient tq Spain> Vfhat h« 
made the model of this preient palace, 
which was approved of, as the war was 
approaching to its end. The i^iipitieat 
King would haVe it begim in ^i%hik of 
feveral dilGBeulties raifed by his minifkcr; 
yet the continuance of die war mftdek 
be carried on fo very leifurdy, wi^ if ^ 
intention had been to have no palace at 
alL However^ as foon as the pe4ce w«p 
concluded^ the Queen hqirfetf pu£hed on 
the work at fuch a rate, tiiat Sacchetti 
had the fatisfadion to fee it advance very 
fail:. He is ftill alivCj^ but &> old and ia« 
firm, that I fear 1 fliall quit llus town 
without feeing hinay as qq body is i^ow 

^ ad^ 



adopted by the fkle of thzt ted to wfiicfi 
it6 has bhg b<^n co^fified. Witliin fivi 
or fix yeari at moftj the palace Will bft 
entirely fiHtihedi and fit to recehre iti 
it^al gd^ft «rith all hh family. 

This anecdote wobld probably hare 
been bii^fied in perpetual filence^ had not 
thi prefent king fold it himfelf in a fit 
of good humour toibrtit of his attendants, 
l3ie firft tiiiie he wenft to fee the palace 
afler his retM|^ from Naples : aftd I think 
it fingttlar eftough to deferve a place iA 
HSm letter, as it iets off the long reach of 
C^en Elizabtth^ politicks, the crafti- 
nefs off a ftatefman, and the fimple credu^ 
Kty of a celebrated artift. 

To give you now an iccnrat^ de(crip« 
tiotf bf Sacdietti*s huge Work, is what I 
eannot even atteihpt. It is enough to 
^f that its form i&exa69y quadrangular, 
and eadi of the four fronts very near 
alike. The firft Hoor ,has twenty one 
windows in each front. It has a large 
regular fquare before, and a fpacious 
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field behind. One of its fidejs * i^.tvirned 
towards .th^ town, and the oppofite has 
art .e.xjfeniife profpeft of the- country, 
which it overlooks even from the lowefl 
windows, as it ftandii on anr^eminencc 
about piftol-fhot.from the riyejf Manza- 
nares. .It is compofed of thre^j^ilpries 
under-ground, and five aboy.e-ground. 
The rooms (or cellars) of the lower .ftory 
under-ground are fo coldj that I did not 
chufe Jo vifit many of tli^oxi;.; I, thought 
myfelf in an ice-houfe. They fay that 
the- whole of that lower ftory is^toferve 
OS a , repofitory . of the eatables. The 
kitchens will take up the ftory over it; 
and over the kitchens all the people em^ 
ployed in them will be lodged. 

Thofe three ftories are fo well con- 
trived, that even the lowe|-moft is not 
totally deprived of light. But its, great 
depth renders it fo damp, that, though 
it is very cold, they fay it breeds abund- 
ance of fcorpions and fpiders, and even 
many inf^cjls aev?r known before in the 
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kingdom ; which will make the whole 
ftory {a) be filled up, 
. As to the apartments over the kitch- 
cns-ftory, they are fo lofty and fo well 
lighted^ that they feem intended for 
much higher perfons than cooks and 
TcuUions. I have not counted the fleps 
from the ground-floor to the bottom of 
that wondefous fubterranean ; but there 
are fo many, that the fatigue of coming 
up was far from inconfiderable. 

If the underground apartments are 
grand, you may eafily think that thof^ 
above-ground cannot be mean. Thoie 
on the ground-floor are already inhabited 
by fome of the great officers at court. 
The King s apartments arc over thofe of 
the great officers. The King's brother 
and children will be lodged in the third 
ftory, and the fourth and fifth occupied 
by their attendants. 

J/z) They did fo not long after the date of thU letter ^ 

T4 As 



As l^ne 6f the four upper (lories Is 
us yet intirely finiibcd^ but all are en^ 
cumbered with the ^cafFolds^ materials, 
and took of feven hundred workniei^ 
daily employed in them, J cbpld fee xfo^ 
thing fo diftin£fcly as to receive much fa« 
ti$h6kwn from the infpe(£tion : but thi« 
' I could eafily comprehend upon a curfory 
view, that when the whole 0iaU be 
compleatedf the kiog of Spain will be 
at lead ag magnificently lodged as any 
monarch in Europe, cfpecially if the two 
wings are continued that (hajl ^cloijb 
the fquarc court before the palace. 

Several of the rooAis and l^zlls of the 
Ring's apartments wiU then have their 
ceilings painted^ fome by two Italians 
called Corradd and Tiepolo^ fome by a 
German called Mengs, fome by a French^- 
man called Bayeu, and fome by a Spa* 
niard called Velafjuez, Emulation, it is 
to be fuppofed, has made them all do 
their bcft, In my private opinion, Cor^ 

r#d9% 
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raio^^ invention i$ more fanciful and va» 
rious than that of the reft i but Mengs is 
\rf far the beft painter^ as bis invention 
ts not much inferior to Corradd^^ his 
defign much more conre^^ and his 
colouriflg quite magiclc. The King 
thinks him the greateft painter of theage^ 
ftnd as HisMajefty has been from his 
infs^cy ufed to hve in apartments rich \xl 
pidures of the beft kind, his opinion muil 
certainly ca^ry a great weight, what- 
ever contempt fbme cynicks may affeft 
for the connoifTeuFihip of a King. Some 
other of thofe cielings are to be orna- 
mented V^ith various carvings, gildings, 
and ftucco's^ and A>me other flill in 
other mannfsrs^ But, as \ faid, every 
thing i$ at preient in the utmoft cpnfu-f 
fion, as nothing is yet perfeftly finifhedr 

Several of the room-walls, efpccially 
in the King's apartments, are encruftcd 
with various kinds of Spani{h marbles. 
Thofe brought from Andalufia in parti- 
cular^ take a cioft furprifing polifh, and 
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look as beautiful as any antique marbles # 
It would be endlefs to fpeak of the 
variety and beauty of the flowers, fonie 
compofed by cdrious aflfemblages of fe- 
veral Indian woods, fome by a great var- 
riety of the moft fingular ftones and 
marbles th^t Spain and Italy can afford. 

But befldes the rich furnfiture declined 
to each of the royal apartments, fomte 
pieces of Avhich are already placed, the 
King is pofTefled of an immenfe colledtion 
of Italian and Flenaifh pictures, part of 
which is intended for thofe apartments. 
I wis {hown fome Rap/iaefSp Tilian's, 

, Giordano's, Fandikes, and Ruiens's, that 
are aftonifliingly fine and well preferved, 

• befides fome o/d Felafquezs and Murillo\^ 
jiiftly held in the higheft eftimation. It 
is to be hoped, when the palace is per- 

,fe(9:ly finifhed and furniflied, that the 
King will order a catalogue and defcrip- 
tion of them, along with the plan and 

.elevation of this magnificent fabrick, for 

'the farther advancement of the polite 

arts I 
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arts, and the fatisfaiflion of thofe who 
love them. 

What ftruck me' mod there, was the 
entrance at the great gate,, and the royal 
chapel. That entrance, fupported by a 
gopd number of lofty ftone-pillars, has 

been contrived after the Italian and not 

■ ■ * • 

after the French toanner. I mean that 

the King> when coniing . home, will 

*•■ k — ■ ■ «■ •• . ... ■ , . 

alight from hisxx)ach under cover, which 
is jvhat; |he King pf France cannot do 
at .Verfq^illes, where, he mufl alight in 
the open air, and be wet for a moment in 
rainy weather. 

As to the royal chapel it will like wife 

' ■ ■ • • • • - . . * 

be .much finer than that at Verfailles. 

* J . . .s . . . . 

' » . . . ,. . ^ . . 

No coft has been ipared to make it the 
richeft thing in the world : yet its rich- 
nefs does not take from its. elegance. 
Mafles are already celebrated in it. But ■ 
it ftartled me a little to read in a label 
over the door, Oyfefaca anima ; that is, 
T^o-day a foul is drawn out of purgatory 9 
meaning that a privileged mafs is cele- 
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bnted there> whicll' h tor hritig a&otot 
fuclK a wonderful deliverance, t have 
not forgot iff ten years of Efi^gfi^ life 
wimt the tSc6t h of pa^al hKhilgenciear^ 
but have never o^erved otit prkfis ki 
luhf tohtki peremptory^ oh thit CabjeSt, 
^ that ihfcriptiOA corned ta Sifice the 
Spani(b priefts are fdpo^tive about the 
power of fome pkfficiikr indttf faid iti 
this cbapelj the King woutd da well fo 
keep them conftantfy employ^ i^ dtit 
good work^ and force them id ttnfty 
that e3u:raciating place ai fa£^ as it iAu 

The facrifty belopging fo the chapd 
i$ Ekewi& very fine an^d alitadfy deco« 
rated w^th ieveral o^ the beil pidur^ 
that ever our heft OMifters pa:!!ited. 

As I ieemcd furpriied a.t the vaft tiaitf* 
her 6f the Italian and Flemiih chef- 
d'ocuvres poflefled by this King, Don 
Felix informed me that a great many df 
them had been fucfccflhrdy brought over 
in former thnes by the Spaniih Vtcero^a 
of Naples and the Covtrnors of Flanders 
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«ndMllaii» who generally took c^re whect 
in tho& ctoploymenti to coUcd w many 
M theycoiild* 

This accounts vtrf well lor their fiir-> 
jmiing namber. The greateft part of 
diQ^: pidtares /eU oot after another into 
the heads of th^ fucceflive Kings^ and fo 
many of them are now in Spain, that» 
were they all colledied together in a foit** 
able place, the galleries of Orleans and 
Luxemhourg at Parts would be no great 
matter in comparifbn. Nor muft I for^ 
get that in this King's colled^ion there 
are fome, which belonged to the unfor- 
tunate Charles h of England, vileljr' 
ibid to Spain by his rebellious fubjeAs« 

Befides thoTe piany pictures that were 
brought pver by thofe Go?emors and 
Viceroys, and thofe bought from the 
Englifli, the emperor Charles V. called 
over to Spain the illuilrious Titian f wlko 
kft both in Madrid and the Efeurial ftill 
greater works than thofe he left at Ve« 
nice. Then Jacop^ B0j/an99 Ghiiettni bf 
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Befgamo, Jacopo ^ref&^zoi the two Leo?u^9 
of Milan, LucchettaioiOtno^^ Pellegrini 
of Bologna, Zuccaro of Urbino, iiirra 
Giordano t and fevcral •others, whorefided 
long in Spain during the reigns of: thiree 
fuccef&ve Philips> have left numberle^ 
performances at Madrid, the Efcorial, 
Aranjuez, St. Idefonfo, and other parts 
of this kingdom. 

In the organ-place of the :royal chapel 
there are feventy different miffals, which 
contain whatever is fung there through-* 
out the year by the numerous band of 
the King's muficians. Thofe miffals are 
all as l^rge as the largefl: atlas's, their 
leaves pf vellum, all nobly bound, and 
rolling on brafs.-pulleys fixed to their- 
bottoms, that they may eafily be taken 
out of their (helves and replaced. 

But.what is furprifing in the greateft 
part pf them, are the miniatures round 
many of the margins of their leaves. 
Thofe painted by Don Luis Melendes: 
e^ecially, are fuperior to any thing of 

6 ^^'^v 
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that kincf. I gazed over feveral of fhcm 
with admiration. The man is ftiU alive t 
but king Ferdinand and queen Barbara^ 
who kept him long employed in that 
work, forgot to make any provifion for 
him, and lam told that, he lives now in 
poverty and obfcurity. Indeed, it is great 
. pity if this is true ! So excellent an arti(]b 
would hare made; a great fortune in Eng- 
land, and in a little time. 

The court-yard of the palace, envi- 
roned by a very grand portico, is fo very 
wide, that fifty coaches might wheel to-< 
gether in it without much obftrudting 
each other. On the outfide of the great 
gate, and along the chief front of the 
edifice, there are placed on high pe- 
deflals eight pededrian flatues, fome of 
which reprefent thbfe amongft the antient 
Roman emperors who were natives of 
Spain. Thefe ftatucs are of that .fize 
that fculptors call heroical. Not being 
gigantic enough in the opinion of the 
the King, and difproportionatc to the 
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palace^ I am told that his Maje% liatf 
already ordered tQ have {a) thedi taken 
away. 

Having fpent about four hours in mf 
vifit to this royal palace^ I went to pay 
my refpeds to my other friend* the Bri-* 
tifh conful-geiieraly whom. I had likewife 
q>prifed lafl night of my ajrriv^* and 
converfed tVvo hours with him, chiefly 
about the prefect ftate of Hteratui:e ini 
this kingdom^ with which X want to 
bring myfelf a little acquainted, but 
^all not have time enough to do it* 
Then^ after a tour in Don Felix's coach 
through feveral fine but nafty ilreets» 
which encreafed much my head-ake and 
deftroyed rny appetite* I went to eat his 
Spanifti viduals. We were five at dinners 
that is, Dpn Felix, one of his younger 
brothers who is an officer, two other 
Spaniih gentlemen, and myfelf. The 

(a) This was efft&$d not Img aftir ih daU of this 
^ttir, 

4 l^ble** 



table-talk ran on the royal pakce and the 
prefent war. As to the palace we were 
ibon of a mind^ that it will be one oF 
the grandeft things in Europe when it is 
finifhed $ and with regard to the war> none 
of them feemed much inclined to the 

JFrcndi fide,* but hoped that the court of 

-, .... _ 

France would never fucceed in their ef- 
forts to bring them into it, now efpeci- 
ally that the Englifh.have been long vie* 
torious both in Germany and at fea. Don 
Felix who has been in England eleven 
years in a public charaftcr, and is as well 
acquainted with its force as any of the 
King's minifters> cannot bear the thoughts 
of going to war with it, though fufficient- 
ly provoked by the infolence, as he calls 
it, of fome Englifh minifter who has been 
bullying them long with contemptuous 
fpeeches in parliament, befides the into* 
lefable abufe of fome Englifli fcribblcrs 
poured upon the Spanifli nation 6n occa- 
fion of a French fliip taken by an Englifh 
privateer in fight of the S^ltvv(K c^^^> 
Vol. II. \J ^Vv^ 
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which the magiftrates of Spain decUf ci 
to be an illegal capture. We have beeix 
more than once provoked by the Engliih 
both in Europe gnd America, fays Don 
Ftlix: yet I think we ought to keep our 

ft • ■ ■ 

peace for the prefent. The French navy 
is very near deftroyed, and it is a jeft to 
fay that ours alone can cope Avith that of 
England. This is his opinion : yet he 
ifreely owns, that his influence in the 
King's council is below nothing, thougl^ 
he is a Confejero de guerra (a member of 
the council of war J, and he is ftill per- 
fuaded that other . notions {a) will pre- 
vail. 

But let us drop politicks. At the end 
of this letter, and for the ufe of a certaia 
houfewife at home, 1 will write dowa 
the receipt of one of the difhqs we had' 
at dinner. It was almoft the only one 
I could touch ; not out of any diftafte ta 

[a) This was the cafe foon afier^ which previd 
very detrimental to Spain ^ and of^no advantage t9 
Franc$. 

« • 
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i)it genuine Spanifh cookery, which 1 
think as good as any by the fpecimeti I 
had of it to-day, but becaufe my ftomkchf 
vrzs much difordercd by thd' Horrible 
filthinefs I had feen again, aiid the ftinb 
I had again collefted in my noftrfls; ;t 
fee plainly that I (hall neither enjoy good 
vi£tuals nor good company in this to^Vh, 

1 

and will be gone as foon as I can. It is 
impoflible to yield to the follicitations of 
my two friends, who would have mft 
keep up to my original plan of Itopping 
here a full month. That ftink'ig in- 
Ibpportable. 

When the table-cloth Was renSoved, 
we did not amufe' ourfelves with difcu- 
lating the bottle after theEnglifli maftner, 
but drank a difh of coffee, and Updil that 
a dram of marafchino : then leaving our 
table*companions to contrive a fblid peace 
between the belligerant powers, Efon 
Felix took me to fome of his relations, to 
whom laft night, oh receiving my note, 
he had promifed my acquaintance* TV\^^ 
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^1 received me in fuch a maitdef^ ii ta 
make me give tip at once my old notion^ 
that the Spaniards were a grave, over-« 
civil, and referved people. As foon a9 
die firft compliments were over, both 
men and ladies talked round with much 
volubility and fprightlinefs, and feemed 
to coniider me at once as an old acquaint- 
ance. Another of my notions was, that 
the Spaniards are jealous; but about 
thirty ladies virhom I faw to-night at a 
Tertu/ia, behaved with fuch alertneifs^^ 
fpoke and were ipoken to with fuch an 
unconcernednefs by every man there> 
that I cannot fofter any longer that no- 
tion neither. That there are Spaniards 
•fubjeft to the paftion of jealoufy, is mot 
bable> but that it is one of their charac^ 

». ' - • / - -« . 

terifticks to be fubjc€t to it, I have feeri 

already enough of them to contradhft it. 

> , . ' • » i» 

I ani confident that you will be of my 
mind on reading the following account 
of the Tertu/ia at which I have affiled -tQ 
Jiight. 

4 ^^ 
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It is i cuftom ftmongft dhe Spanish lad- 
dies to have their friends at their houfet 
federal times every mootbj fome oftener» 
and fome feldomer. 

When a lady intends this,, ihe fends 
notice to her female acquaintance that on 
fuch a night ihe (hall have a TertuKa. 
The notice implies an invitation. She 
that receives fuch a meflage, fails not to 
tdl her male-acquaintance that on fuch 
a night (he fhall be at fuch a Tertulia, 
and this likewife implies an invitation* A 
coufin to Don Felix had the goodnefs tO/ 
explain to me this piece of Spanish man* 
ners, as we both attended her at a Ter* 
tulia. 

On our alighting out of her coach I 
could not help obferving, that the gate of 
the lady's houfe where (he carried us, 
was wide open, and no porter or any 
body there to guard it, as is ufual in 
England at every door you intend to en- 
ter. Two fervants who rode behind her 
coach with flambeaux^ lighted us up a 

U 3 Vx^ 
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Urge ftair-cafc. The mafter of the houfb 
f cceiyed us at the door of his firft apart- 
ment^ handed our lady to the room where 
his wife was with thofe of her female ac- 
qmaintance that had got thither before us; 
and having feen her in^ came back to us 
to pay me fuch civilities as ar? generally 
yfed to ftrangers. 

The room where Don Felix and I were 
introduced, was full of gentlemen almoft 
all in laced coats. Some ftood^fome fat, fome 
talked, and fome gazed, as it happens ii^ 
large companies . Half an hour after, fe- 
veral fcrvants who had waited oh the la- 
dies in the miflrefs's chamber yirith rin- 
frefco's, brought fome to us. The cere- 
mony of fcrving them w;as t^^is. A foot- 
man firft put a filver-plate into the hands 
of each man prefent ; then another pre- 
fented filver cup-boards loaded with bif- 
cuits made of fugar after a manner I ne- 
ver faw elfewhere. They are full of hol- 
lows like a fponge, and extremely light, 
j^oh of u^ too^ one along with a glafs of« 
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lemonade^ and brought it to our plate : 
then dipping it into the lemonade^ in 
which it inftantly difTolved^ drank the le- 
monade out. Chocolate then was diilri- 
buted rounds which being drank^ the fer« 
vants came for the empty difhes and the 
filver-plates. 

We then continued in converfation for 
another half hour; when, behold! The 
lady of the houfe comes out of her room 
followed by all the ladies ihe had with 
her. We formed ourfelves in two rows 
one on each fide of them. As the lady 
went by me, her hufband prefented mc 
to her as a ftranger, which procured mc 
a chearful fmile and fopie ypry pretty 
words. 

None of the ladies went by but had 
ibmethiijg refpedlful or afFedtionate faid 
to her by fome man or other, and their 
anfwers ran in the fame ftrain. At the 
end of the room in which we were, there 
was another, where the ladies entered 
pell-mell, without making the leaft cere- 

U 4 xaovw^ 
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mony at the door, but the nearcft getting 
•in dircdly, whether young or old;,, mar- 
ried or unmarried ^ 

# 

As foon as they wore In, we FoUowcdj^ 
and found theqpi all fitting on the EJlraJo^ 
which is a continued feat that runs round 
the roooi clofe to the wall. 

In a corner of that rgorn there was ^ 
large table covered with as many diihesi 
^s it could hold, filled with various eat-? 
ables, A large Perigord-pafty in the 
piiddle, d couple of roafted Turkeys on 
the fides of the party, with hams, fowlsjj 
game, faufagcs, fallads, (aparrones (a kind 
of capers ^s big as filberts), 'zebrero (aT 
kind of chcefe from the kingdom of Garr 
licia) 2cc, ^Q. In Qxoxt this was a cold 
collation no left plentiful than elegant. 

The mafter with the help of fome of 
the company, all ftancjing, quickly fell 
a carving, while the remainder of ua 
fnatched napkins out of a heap of them 
that was on another table^ rjtn to fpread 
them on the ladies knccsj then went 

hack 
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back for plates, knives, and forks ; pla^ 
ced them on their napkins; then went 
to get fuch viftuals as. they bid us to get; 
then ftooping or kneeling by them while 
they were eating, araqfed them as well 
as we could, faying what came uppermoft, 
with fuch hilarity and pleafantnefs, that 
J never was prefent at any fcene morQ 
delightful. 

Amongft fo many ladies you piay eafily 
imagine that fome there were, who had 
neither youth nor beauty. Yet none had 
reafon to lament the abfence of either, a$ 
they were all feryed without the leaft 
apparent prediledlion, which I thought 4 
very- remarkable piece of Spanifh polite-" 
jiefs. No fervant meddled with them 
during that kind of fupper. The all at^ 
heartily, and the greateft part drank ' 
water. 

The merry meal being ended (and 4 
merry one it was) they all got up, and, 
ftill following the lady of the houfe, went 
put of that room into a much larger, leavt 



Sng us all behind. They were no fooner 
gone, that we fell on the remnants with 
a chearfulncfs no where to be met with 
but in this country. The moft jolly fet of 
Venetians would have appeared grave in 
comparifon of my Spaniards at the H^r^ 
tulia. 

The rule is to have a concert after fup^ 
per, partly compofed of hired muficians, 
and partly of the gentlemen who can 
blow or finger any inftrument. Some of 
the ladies would alfo have fung, and a 
ball would have followed, as the confti- 
tuent parts of a TertuUa are the fupper, 
the concert, and the ball. But as the 
Queen is juft dead, mufick and dancing 
were forborn, and recourfe had to cards 
to confurae the evening. Several card- 
tables were placed in the room, and we 
played at Manilla^ a fafhionable game 
here, not unlike ^adriUe. The lady- of 
the houfe did me the honour, as a ftranger 
tochufe me for her partner, and laughed 
prettily off a few blunders I committed as 

anq^ 
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p, novice at that game. But, as far as f 
jeould fee^ neither ladies nor gentlement 
ininded much their cards^ the Spaniards^ 
delighting much more in talking than ia 
playing. No card-money'was put under 
the candleflickj as there is no fuch cuf^ 
^om in this town. 

About eleven the company began to 
ileal aw^ay a//a Spagnuola, as we fay in 
It^Iys that is, without giving the leaft 
livarning of their going either to the 
mafter or miflrefs of the houfe. It was 
twelve when Don FeKx fat me down at 
my Locanda with a promife to call again * 
early on me to-morrqw morning. Here 
you have 

A Receipt to drefs ArRoz a la Valencia 
ana ; that is. Rice qfter the manner of 
Valencia. 

Take pigs-feet J fi^tUton'trotters, , bacon^ 
newfaufagcs and hogs- blood-puddings. Boil 
all together fo long, that the bones be eajily 
taken off. Cut the whole into fmall pieces. 

Boil 
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B(nl rice m fh( broth made by thefe ingre^ 
dientSy thrown^ tvfo pinches offaffron in if 
Vfhile boiling. When (he rice is half done f 
take it off thefire^Jlrm it lightly, put it 
into ajlewing-pan% throw the above things 
into it, reddening the ivkole with the yolks of 
two or three eggs. Leave then the pan ta 
Jimmerfor about half an hour^ not QVfr$ 
but under a brijk charcoal-frt^ 

h E T T E R LVI. 

Churches, convents^ nunneries, hofpitak, 

^een Barbaras chief pajjions . Bafquina 

and Mantilla. Capas and Sombreros. 

Santa Hcripandad. i^ijls of prohibited 

book::. 

THE proportion of towns confi-' 
dered, there arc no where, except 
at Rome, fo many monuments of chrif- 
tian piety, gs in Madrid. 

Befidcs twelve parochial, we find here 
more than a hundred churches, many 

public chapels atvd oratories, forty 

WW.- 
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eoflvcnts^ thirty nunneries^ ten colleges 
or icminaries for the education of the 
youth of both fexes^ and feventeen hof« 
pitals. 

• * 

That this metropolis might be very re«» 
ligious though the number of fuch edi»» 
fices was fmaller» I will eafily allow, I 
will even take it for granted^ that many 
of them were raifed by the hand of fu« 
perftition, which is one of the moft com^ 
mon reproaches that proteftants^ efpeci* 
ally thofe of the calvinift communion^ 
make to the roman catholics. But while 
they find fault with an unnecefTary mul«* 
.^plicity of places of worfhip amongft us, 
let tl^iem recoiled, that out of the many 
facred edifices to be feen in this town^ 
that fame hand of fuperftition has deflined 
five hofpitals to the relief of as many fo- 
reign nations; that 1$, the Italian, 
French, Portugucfe, Flcmifh, and Irifh, 
under which Jafl denomination Englifh 
and Scots arc included. Surely the Spa- 
niards arc intitlcd to feme degree of re- 
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Ipe^ from all, whether calvinifts or riofi 
on account of that extenfive benevolenc* 
which made them eredl afylums to Gran- 
gers diftreflcd by poverty and afflided 
with difeafe. It may be that policy as 
ivell as fuperftition contributed a fhare 
towards the building of thofe five hofpi- 
tals. But in what country fhall we find 
the a<ftions of men entirely defecated 
from human weaknefs and human vices ? 

I have fpcnt the whole of this day in 
vlfiting feveral of thofe edifices, that I 
linight form an idea of the Spanifh muni- 
ficence on this particular. 

The general hofpital for menl as they 
call it, contains no Icfs than fifteen hun- 
dred iron-beds, which arc diftributcd 
through feveral large rooms and long 
galleries. It is a rule here to receive 
every body that comes at any hour of the 
day or the night ; nor is any follicitation 
required to admittance : nay, there are 
porters belonging to the hofpital, whofc 
only dutv it is to be always ready to go 
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tnd fetch whatever fick perfon fends for 
them. There, is alfo a phyiician, con- 
fiantly attending at the grand gate^ who 
enquires after the complaint of any man 
that come^^ and orders him up to th^ 
room or gallery affigned to his difeaie. ; 

As I flood at that gate, an old maa 
was brought thither in a kind of covered 
iedan. Thp phyfician uncovered him* 
and aike4 ^^^ this plain queftion. Tiene 
ufitd gillico i^ " Are you poxedt fr .?'■ It 
furprized me a little to hear the fhame- 
lefs fexagenjirian anfwer in the affirma-* 
tive with the cleareft tone of vpiqe and 
the greateft tranquillity of countenancf;. 
I have already h^d feveral opportunities 
^o^ obf^rve, that the Spaniards are in ge<- 
neral lefs bafhful thftu the English by 
many degrees. 

Wandering about thi^ apartments pf the 
fick^ I coujd not. but tak^ notice pf their 
great cleannefs. I wi(h the Spaniards 
would take as much care of their metro* 
ppUs as they do of their chief hoC^vvA^ 

6 '^^ 
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My hcad-ach would not then be inCeffartf; 
us it has. been ever fince I entered at the 
Tokdo-gate* 

I enquired of feveral fick men' about 
the treatment thcy^ receive, and was 
pleafed with their iinfwers. Atnongft 
the feveral article$ tof thtir maintenance^ 
each man ie allowed every tfiorning by 
way of breakfaft: a large difh of chocolate^ 
together with a Hice of bread or a (weet 
bifcuitt This I thought a rem^kable 
fingularhy. Nor are they ftinted iii 
point of food when they begin to recover^ 
except the phyficians be very pofitive in 
their orders to the contrary. 

It is not the cuftom here to fupport 
any hofpilal by voluntary contributions^ 
inceiTantly coUeded from the people as 
they do in England. Here each hofpital 
has an income aridng from lands and 
other kinds of property. In England it 
is actually the faihion amongft the better 
fort to contribute towards the mainte-^ 
nance of hofpitalsi many of which have 



t 305 3 

been but lately erected, and ere^fled bj^ 
the fame means that are employed to fup- 
port them. Thofe who have dilburfea 
moft money towards the building of them, 
aS well as thofe who give moft money to- 
wards their maintenance, may have, if 
they chufe, the direction of them, and 
the infpedlion over their welfare, toge- 
ther with the privilege of recommending 
patients to admittance. Nothing of this 
is pradlifed in Madrid. Fafliion may 
here undergo any viciflitude, and charity 
grow hotter or colder. Never will the 
change affedt thefe hofpitals. Various (a) 
Confradias have an eye over them. Some 
of their members vifit them by turns, 
take care that they be kept in their ufual 
order, and that no fick pcrfon may have 
reafon to complain of negleft orill-ufage 
from the hofpital-attendants. The chief 

{a) A Confradia in Spain^ like a Confraternita in 
Italy ^ is an union of Parijhioners of the higher rank^ 
who contribute both with money and attendance to tbt 
advancement of religious purpofes in their refpe^ive 
Parijhes. 

Vol. II. X tvO^^* 
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noblemen and gentlemen do not difdaiir 
to be members of thofe Confradias, to 
audit the accounts of this and that hof- 
pital (generally without the intervention 
of government,) and to mind that no 
part of their income be embezzled or 
mifmanaged. The church grants fome 
indulgencies to thofe who attend to fuch 
forts of pious deeds, and it feems this is 
all the recompence they care to have for 
their trouble. 

Amongft thofe Confradias there is one 
called La Santa Her mandad *^ the Holy 
*' Brotherhood^'^ or more commonly La 
Confradia de Pan y Huevos, ^^ the brother-- 
^ hood of bread and eggs T A number of 
its members,. headed by fome confiderable 
man (not feldom a grandee) ramble about 
the ilreets of this town during the lirfl: 
part of every night, in order to colle(3: 
the houfelefs poor of both fexes, who 
lay themfelves down to fleep under the 
porches gf churches, or the entrances of 
houfes. The Santa Hermandad take wi^ 

all 
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all thofe whom they find In this diflreis-* 
fttl condition, carry them to fome hof* 
pital to deep, and give them the next 
morning a penny loaf with a couple of 
eggs by way of breakfaft; from which 
pradlicc is derived their appellation: 
then, if thofe poor are in health, they 
are difmiflcd, or kept to be cured when * 
they happen to be difeafed. I wifh fomc- 
thing of this kind might be eftabliftied 
in London, where the houfelefs poor iare 
pretty numerous. 

Vou may eafily imagine that the above- 
mentioned general hojpital is endowed 
with a very confiderable revenue. They 
fay that it amounts to forty thoufand 
doubloons, whiph makes up no lefs than 
thirty thoufand pounds fterling. Amongfl 
its attendants there are many friars of the 
order called De San Juan de Dtos. A ve- ^ 
ry proper employment for a fet of men, 
who profefs a total difregard for the vat- 
nities of this world. It would poffibly 
not be amifs, were the g^eateft part of 

X 2 pur 
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our friars incorporated iii that order, and 
forced by inftitution into the fervice of. 
the fick in our hofpitals. . Their time 
would thus be much better employed, 
than in beating their bare backs on a fcaf- 
fbld in the time of ^^^ miffion. 

It is faid in Madam D' Aunoys travels, 
through Spain, that every baftard brought 
up in the foundling-hofpital at Madrid^ 
is looked upon as a gentleman by the 
Spani(h law. This aflertion the authors 
of the DiSlionnaire Rnciclopedique have 
creduloufly repeated. But the fadt is not 
true ; and' a baftard is as imuch a baftard 
in Madrid as any where elfe. No nobi- 
lity, nor any other kind ofhonour is con- 
ferred by law upon any poor creature 

(^) A miflion conjijis of fome friars going by order 
tf their fuperiors to this and that place to convert the 
people^ as they call it. Upon thefe occafions they ereSf 
fcaffolds in the midjl of fquares "and other open places^ 
and there they inveigh with a furious tone of voice 
againji Jinners^ beating thenf elves the while until their 
blood trickles down their bare backs to enforce their de- 
. clamations. Thefe jnijftons have been forlidden infevem 
tal parts of Italy within thefe few years. 

4 ^ brought 
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brought up as a foundling in that hofpi- 
tal. How thofe learned gentlemen could 
reft upon (o flender an authority a fatS of 
fo lingular a nature, is pretty furprifing. 

As to the churches in Madrid, they are 
in general not fo grand as I expeded to 
find them in a country fo much renowned 
for the piety of its inhabitants. The 
greateft part are oddly decorated with 
thoufands of things that are not admit-' 
ted to adorn churches in other countries. 
Their walls are generally covered with 
fmaU and artlefs worlcs of the pencil and 
the chiiTel, diftributed as chance directed, 
or at leaft without much order or fyniT 
metry. In that which belongs to the 
Padres de la Merced^ there is a kind of 
large drawer, which contains various toys 
and baubles that were gifts from'Jpeqr. 
pie who have repented their attachment 
to trifles, and made a facrifice of them tq 
a little waxen Saviour fhut up in that 
drawer. Amongft the contents of it, 
there is a large fragment of a fugar-gakc, 

X3 that 
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that was prefented (they tell you) by t 
lady who thought herfelf too fond of 
fweet-meat5> and a muflin-apron given 
by another who caught herfdif in a fit of 
pride the fir ft time fhe put it on. Both 
ladies fell upon the expedient off fuch of- 
ferings, in order to chaftife thcmfelve^ 
for their unruly vanities. I could eafily 
give you many other inftances of this mi- 
mite fpecies of Spaniih devotion, whick 
here is very common in women, and hot 
rare in men. I wonder the methodiftsof 
England have not yet adop^ted this prac- 
tice in confcquence of their rigid notions 
of chriftian mortification. 

The grandeft church in Madrid is that 
which belongs to the Monjas Sale/as 
«^ fke S'alejian Nuns.'' That^church, to- 
gether with its fine nunnery, was built 
"by Queen Barbara, remarkable for little 
elfe than her love of mufick and her de- 
votion. Her love of mufick made her to 
cise little lels than four thoufand pounds 
^ilerling a year to the celebrated Farinelli^ 
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who was her moft conftant favourite dur- 
ing a good number of years, and to 
whom, amongft other things, fhe be- 
queathed all her mufical inflruments an4 
vafl: collection of mufick, the greateft 
perhaps that ever was in the world. A- 
jnongfl her tutelary faints, of whom fhe , 
had chofen a large number, the moft be- 
loved was St. Francis de Sales^ commonly 
*ftyled the Holy Bijhop of Geneva^ though 
the Genoefe never acknowledge4 him for 
their biihop. To honour this fecond fa- 
vourite. Queen Barbara, about the year 
3748, laid out feveral thoufand doub- 
loons in that church and nunnery, both 
dedicated to his name. She then called 
oyer from Annecy (a fmall town in Savoy) 
a few of thofe women who follow the in- 
Aitution of that faint, and put them ia 
|)ofleflion of both edifices, endeavouring 
^ver after to augment their fifterhood 
with Spanifh recruits. Thofe Savoyard 
Nuns (two of whom are ftill alive) co*- 
operated ^0 well with ber»^ b^ enticing 

X 4. \e^^v 
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girls to be of their number, that the 
nunnery has at ' prefent near thirty in- 
habitants, though no plebeian female is 
admitted amongft them. The income 
fettled upon them by that Queen, is 
fbmcwhat encreafed by their receiving 
boarders, who are all young ladies of 
quality. The nuns teach them to read, 
'vrite, work, and pray; but, above all, 
to believe that St. Francis De Sales is 
the greateft faint in heaven, and the moft 
beloved by the blefTed virgin. 

Queen Barbara had an apartment in 
' that nunnery, where (he intended to re- 
tire in cafe (he fliould furviveher hufband. 
But her intention did not takeefFed, as 
fhe died before him. Her remains how- 
ever were not carried to the EfcuriaL 
where all thofe of the Royal Family are 
fent, but were depofited in that church, 
along with her hufband's in a ftately mo- 
nument. 

- The Salefian is the only temple in Ma- 
drid, the ornaments of which are neither 
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pver-numerous, nor childifli. The aU 
tars in it are not, as in all other churches, 
adorned with little nofcgays of natural or 
t^rtificial flowers, nor is it hung with 
pretty cages of canary-birds, that keep 
chirping the whole day long, to the great 
diverfion of thofe who gO to hear mafTes 
in the morning, or take benedidlions in 
the evening. There are many coftly de- 
corations in that church. The mofl: re- 
markable, befides the royal monument, 
is a filver lamp hanging by three long 
filver-chains before the great altar, which 
lamp and chains weigh fourteen arrobas ; 
that is, three hundred and fifty pounds. 
The three pidtures over its three altars, 
are by three modern painters ; that is, Ve-^ 
lafquez of Madrid, Signaroli of Verona, 
and Francefchiello of Naples. 

The nuns (howed me in the^ facrifty 
fome furplices for the mafs-priefts, that 
are made of the finefl: Flanders-lace. 
Each furplice, they fay, has coft above a 
^houfand dcrbloons, and I can eafily bc- 
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Jicvc it. They fhowcd me befides fevc- 
ral chalices, crofTes, oflenfories, pixes, 
.and vafes, ornamented with fo many dia- 
fiK>Dds9 ru'biesj emeralds, and other jew- 
^s, as to raife aftoniihment even in thole 
who have f^tn the richefl pieces at Lo- 
TCtto. Many fine pictures and coflly or- 
naments have I feen ^Ifo in the church 
that belongs to the Jefuits. 

There are neither pews, benches, nor 
chairs in the churches at Madrid, At 
leaft J faw ^none in thofe that J entered. 
T'heir, floors are covered with ftraw- mate, 
wtpon which men and women kneel pro- 
Oaifououfly^ and withoiirt aay diftinxSipn 
-of iplacfi, ^whether they be grandees or 
<:oblen5, di^tchefles or walber women. The 
jmen will often ftand liuring the mafs, 
jbut the women fit negligently on their 
own heels the greateft part of the time 
they :pafs at church, holding their rofaries 
' in their hands, telling their beads with 
a whiipering voice and a moft rapid mo- 
tion of their lips. I wander how ^^y 
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body can keep up a devout recalledioa 
amidfl; that general htiling, often accon^r 
panied by the chirping of the canary- 
birds. 

Women pf all ranks wear their rofarics 

< ■ 

in their hands whenever they go to 
churchy and always in fuch ^manner that 
every body may fee them* They are ta 
part of their cburch-drefs. I am told 
that it is cuftomary, amongft the lower 
ranks, for the young men to prefent fine 
rofaries to their fweet-hearts, Womea 
of whatever condition never go tochurch 
but with the iafquiBa and the mantilla on. 
The bafquina is a black petticoat, com- 
monly of filk, which poveps their gotvii$ 
from the w^ift down, and the mantilla is 
a muflin or cambri(?k veil that hides 
their heads and the upper .part of thi^ir 
bodies. If they do not turn up their 
veils, as fome of them ^'ill do both at , 
church and in the ftreets, it is difficult, 
if not impoffible, even for hufbanda-to 
know their wives. 



{ 
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With regard to the men, a gentleman 
generally drefles after the French man- 
ner, wearing his hat under his arm, as 
they do in France. But the lower clafs 
wrap themfelves up to the eyes in their 
eapas^ which are brown cloaks that reach 
down to the ground. The grandees 
themfelves will fonietimes wear (a) tho/e 
ugly capas hy way of difguife. He who 
wears a capa^ wears alfo his hair corr- 
cealed under a cotton-cap, 'or a filk net, 
and thtfombrero over; th^t is, a hat with 
the flaps down. But as no man is al- 
lowed to enter a church, except bare- 
headed, it is no lefs indecent than ridi- 
culous to fee a number of them come 
out of a church, and under the porch or 
gate of it bufy themfelves in tying up 
thofe^nets they had put in their pockets 

{a) Since the date of this Utter the King has prv- 
hibited to wear in Madrid the Jiapped hats^ fo that 
the bejifort have totally left .off fuch a difguife. 

as 
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as they went in, which the greateft part 
of them wear until they are ofFenfively 
greafy. 

It is notorious that the King hates to 
fee a man wrapped up in a wide cloak 
with a flapped hat. But his people feeni 
to care but little for his majefty's difap- 
probation of their unfightly drefs, and 
meet his eyes thus accoutred with the 
greateft unconcernednefs. Such is the 
force of inveterate cuftoms, that they 
cannot even be abolifhed by the frowns 
of an abfolute monarch, who is unwil-* 
ling to force compliance by a pofitivc 
command. 

On the gates of many churches there 
are often labels pafted up, that inform 
the by-^oers of what is doing within 
whenever any thing is done a little more 
folemn than ufual. In one of thofe la- 
bels I read thefe words written in cubital 
letters : Aqui efia manifefio elSantiffimo Sa- 
cramento. *^ Here the moji holy facrament 

is 
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U in viewJ"' On another I faw a catalogtiii 
of thofe books which cannot be read 
without incurring excommunication It 
is fcMiiewhat odd, that they were all 
French^ and all of that clafs that cannot 
do any harm with regard to religion but 
to the mqft (hallow readers. Few of Vol- 
taire's and Rouifeau's works have efcaped 
die catalogue^ and I am told^that their 
names are growing no lefs terrifying in 
this country, than thofe of Luther and 
Calvin. Don Felix d'Abreu, who has 
lived many years in England, and loft xn 
a good meafure the native dread of heter* 
rodox books, cannot help difapproving 
thk SpanUh method of advertifing what 
is thought to deferve a prohibition. Our 
grajidees, fays he, will read all modi(h 
French authors in fpight of our priefts 
and friars. *^ The greatcft part of them 
«^ do not care a ftraw for the anathema's 
^^ fulminated agaiqft the readers of pro^ 
^^hibited books. Oqr middling^gcatry 

** are 
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*^ are not yet v^ry fhidious o£ foreign! , 
languages; and as to our commoiki 
people, they will certainly, not trouble 
their heads about French learning. 
«< Our ecclefiaftic fuperiors are therefore 
** egregioufly wrong in inviting difobe- 
** dience by their catalogues on the doors 
*^ of churches, which ferve only to make 
** known to all what would other wife be 
** known but to a few/' 

There is fcarccly a church ip, this towa 
but what can boaft of fome excellent 
pifture. In the facrifty of that which is 
called Los Recol/etos, there are fomc 
which a connoifTeur would go a hundred 
miles to fee, efpecially a Mary Magda- 
len fupporting a dead Chrift by Cpreggio, 
and a Madona with the child by Raphael. 
The friar who (bowed me the facrifty,, 
4iever mentioned the name of Raphael 
without the previous appellation of di- 
vino. It made me finile to find, that 
our Italian cant has travelled thus far be- 
yond 
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yqnd the Alps. Yet it vexed me to feef 
in the church of the Trinitarians a printed 
declaration in favour of the Virgin's im- 
maculate conception, that was ftuck with 
a pin in a fine pidture attributed to Luca 
Giordano. 



The End of the Second Volume:* 



